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1. Project Context 
1.1  The Background
The  Commonwealth  Educational  Media  Centre  for  Asia (CEMC A)  
cata l ysed  and  suppo r t e d  by  Rashtriya Vigyan Evam Prodyogiki Sanchar 
Parishad (RVPSP),  Depa r t me n t  of  Science  and  Techn o l o g y ,  Gove r n m e n t  of  
Ind i a,  New  De l h i ,  has  embar ke d  on  a  pan-Ind i an  pro j ec t  to  eva lua te  and  
encou ra ge  unde rs tand i n g  and  app l i ca t i o n  of  science  in  ever y da y  l i f e  for  wome n.  
Ent i t l e d  ‘Sc ience  for  Wom e n ’  (SFW)  this  pro j ec t  aims  to  reach  out  to  the  
wome n  in  the  poo r l y  l i te ra te  as  we l l  as  l i te ra r y  cha l l en ge d  sect i o ns  of  soc ie t y  
both  in  the  urban  and  rura l  secto rs  across  the  coun t r y .  Th r o u g h  par t i c i p a t o r y  
prog ram m es  spec ia l l y  designed  w i t h  spec i f i c  issues  in  focus  and  using  the  
comm u n i t y  par t i c i pa t o r y  for m  of  rad i o- prog ram m i n g  this  pro j ec t  w i l l  stud y  
how  best  wome n  can  be  encou ra ged  to  the  bene f i t s  of  science  in  dai l y  l i fe.  The  
pro je c t  durat i o n  is  at  presen t  two  f inanc i a l  years  and  in  the  f i rs t  phase,  it  is  
planned  to  operate  throug h  a  selec ted  numbe r  of  Comm u n i t y  Rad i o  Stat i o ns  
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(CRs) licensed  to  educa t i o n a l  inst i t u t i o n s  and  reach  out  to  wome n  li v i n g  in  
comm u n i t i e s  cove red  w i t h i n  the  pr ima r y  and  seconda r y  catchme n t  areas  of  
these  low  powe r  FM  rad io  stat i o ns.

A  pi l o t  stud y  for  the  pro je c t  was  conduc t e d  at  Anna  FM,  Anna  Un i v e r s i t y ,  
Chenna i  dur i n g  the  year  2004-2005.   Eigh t een  educa t i o n a l  inst i t u t i o ns  wh i c h  
had  been  gran ted  the  l icense  to  run  comm u n i t y  par t i c i p a t o r y  rad i o  stat i o ns  were  
inv i t e d  to  a wor k s h o p  held  on  Ma r c h  8 and  9, 2007,  unde r  the  aegis  of  RVPSP  
and  at  the  end  of  the  wo r k s h o p  each  of  the  par t i c i pa t i n g  educa t i o n a l  inst i t u t i o n s  
were  asked  to  subm i t  proposa l s  sui ted  to  deve l o p  the  Science  for  Wome n  
Prog ram me  though  the  comm u n i t y  rad i o  stat i o ns  run  by  the  inst i t u t es.   

CE M C A  w i t h  its  exper t i se  in  research,  comm u n i t y  par t i c i pa t i o n  and  capac i t y  
bui l d i n g,  was  selec ted  as  the  noda l  organ i za t i o n  and  was  asked  to  subm i t  a 
comp r ehens i v e  proposa l  to  RVPSP  for  imp l e me n t i n g  and  mon i t o r i n g  the  
pro je c t.  CE M C A ’ s  ro le  in  the  pro j ec t  is  extens i v e  - CE M C A  is  the  foca l  
organ i za t i o n  for  selec t i o n  of  educa t i o na l  inst i t u t i o ns.  It  has  been  ent rus ted  w i t h  
the  fo l l o w i n g  respons i b i l i t y :

a) He l p  in  iden t i f y i n g  the  comm u n i t i e s  and  conduc t  a  basel i ne  study  to  
pro f i l e  the  comm u n i t i e s  w i t h i n  the  catchme n t  areas  of  the  comm u n i t y  
rad i o  stat i o n  

b) Ac t  as  fac i l i t a t o r  for  capac i t y  bui l d i n g  w i t h i n  the  studen ts  and  the  
wome n  from  the  comm u n i t i e s  so  that  the  prog ram m es  deve l o pe d  can  be  
tru l y  comm u n i t y  par t i c i pa t o r y ,  

c) Ensu re  that  the  prog ram mes  are  of  interes t i n g  enough  to  mo t i v a t e  the  
wome n  par t i c i pa t i n g/l is ten i n g  to  unders tand  the  impo r t a n ce  of  science  in  
ever y da y  l i fe

d) Ensu re  prope r  ut i l i za t i o n  of  the  funds  genera ted  by  RVPSP.

CE M C A  has  designed  the  imp l e me n t a t i o n  prog ram m e  in  two  phases:  
 The  f i rs t  phase  cons is ts  of  a  basel i ne  study  conduc t e d  unde r  the  

super v i s i o n  of  a  CE M C A  appo i n t e d  exper t  and  using  gi r l  studen ts  
from  the  educa t i o na l  inst i t u t i o n  as  we l l  as  wome n  from  comm u n i t i e s.  
Th r ou g h  this  study  a  pro f i l e  of  the  comm u n i t y  w i l l  be  mapped,  the  
cur ren t  prac t i ces  and  know l e d g e  base  vis-à-vis  a  range  of  
issues/sub jec t s  in  the  comm u n i t y  docume n t e d  and  assessmen t  made  of  
the  needs  and  shor t c o m i n g s  among  the  wome n  in  the  comm u n i t i e s.  
The  basel i ne  study  is  also  designed  to  mot i v a t e  the  studen ts  to  
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unders tand  and  inte rac t  w i t h  the  comm u n i t y  and  deve l o p  awareness  
w i t h i n  the  comm u n i t y  abou t  the  FM  channe l  run  by  the  educa t i o na l  
inst i t u t i o n.  

 In  the  second  phase,  wor k s h o p s  w i l l  be  conduc t e d  in  the  educa t i o n a l  
inst i t u t i o ns  for  a  capac i t y  bu i l d i n g  exerc i se  for  the  produ c t i o n  teams  
wh i c h  w i l l  be  desi gn i n g  and  produ c i n g  the  comm u n i t y  par t i c i pa t o r y  
rad i o  prog ram m es  w i t h  cent ra l  theme  of  Science  for  Wome n .  
Comm u n i t y  par t i c i pa t o r y  prog ram m es  w i l l  be  broadcas t  from  the  
channe l  dai l y  fo l o o w i n g  the  wo r k s h o p.

Fou r teen  Educa t i o n a l  Inst i t u t i o ns  gran ted  by  I& B  M i n i s t r y  l icense  to  set  up  
Comm u n i t y  Rad i o  stat i o ns  have  been  selec ted  by  CE M C A  and  RVPSP  for  
awar d i n g  the  SFW  Pro jec t.  The  fo l l o w i n g  repo r t  is  the  f ind i n g  from  the  basel i ne  
stud y  for  N I L A  FM  rad i o  l icensed  to  Sr i  Mana k u l a  V i na y a ga r  Eng i nee r i n g  
Co l l e ge,  Pond i c he r r y .  The  basel i ne  sur ve y  for  pro je c t  was  conduc t e d  by  gir l  
studen ts  of  the  col l ege  draw n  from  var i o us  depts.  (ECE,  EEE,  CSE,  IT,  ICE,  
MC A  &  M B A)  along  w i t h  17  wome n  belong i n g  to  the  sel f  help  groups  in  the  
targe t  areas  Madaga d i p e t ,  Ka l i t h ee r t ha l k u p p a m  and  Kuma l a m .  The  teach i n g  
facu l t i es  were  invo l v e d  in  the  surve y  and  CE M C A  appo i n t e d  M r.  R.Nagana t ha n  
as the  exper t  for  super v i s i n g  the  basel i ne  study.  The  surve y  was  conduc t e d  from  
17 th -19 th Septem be r,  2007.

2. Profile of NILA  FM  Radio Station at Pondicherry 

The  Nila  FM ,  the  comm u n i t y  rad i o  is  run  by  studen ts  of  Sri  Manakula 
Vinayagar Engineering College. Puducherry. Test  run  for  the  stat i on  star ted  
in  Aug us t  2005  and  w i t h  ef fec t  from  1 st Januar y ,  2006,  the  stat i o n  is  regu la r l y  
broadcas t i n g  on  90.4MHz over  a  rad i us  of  15km,  cove r i n g  36  vi l l a ges  
surr ou n d i n g  the  col l ege  campus.  The  rad i o  stat i on  has  its  own  broadcas t  and  
reco r d i n g  stud i os,  transm i ss i o n  towe r  and  equ i p me n t s  for  outdo o r  recor d i n g s.  

A r o u n d  100  studen ts  from  the  col l ege  are  invo l v e d  in  prog ram m e  produ c t i o n,  
presen ta t i o n  and  manageme n t  of  the  rad i o  stat i on.  As  N i l a  FM  is  the  onl y  
comm u n i t y  rad i o  stat i o n  in  the  reg i o n,  studen ts  from  neighb o u r i n g  col l eges  are  
encou ra ged  to  par t i c i pa t e  in  the  prog ram mes.  Studen ts  are  respons i b l e  for  the  
prog ram m e  produ c t i o n  and  ma i n t enan ce  of  the  hard w a r e  in  the  stat i o n  thoug h  
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teache rs  and  adm i n i s t r a t i v e  staf f  of  the  col l ege  act  as fac i l i t a t o r s  to  success f u l l y  
run  the  stat i o n.

N i l a  FM  broadcas ts  prog ram m es  from  morn i n g  to  even i n g,  extend i n g  a  li t t l e  
beyon d  the  regu la r  co l l ege  hou rs.  "Th is  is  a comm u n i t y  rad i o,  wh i c h  has  to  be  
used  for  the  bene f i t  of  the  peop le  in  the  nearb y  areas.  Since  mos t  of  them  are  
inv o l v e d  in  agr i c u l t u r a l  act i v i t i e s,  we  have  a tie  up  w i t h  the  M  S  Swam i n a t h a n  
Resear ch  Founda t i o n,  wh i c h  pro v i d es  agr i-based  in f o r m a t i o n  to  be  broadcas t  
for  the  bene f i t  of  the  farme r s,"  says  Dhanasega ran,  Manag i n g  D i r ec t o r  of  the  
col l ege.  The  rad i o  stat i o n  gi ves  in f o r m a t i o n  on  the  histo r y  of  Pond i c he r r y ,  loca l  
temp l es,  educa t i o n,  heal t h,  tra f f i c  ru les,  env i r o n m e n t ,  nat i o na l  even ts  and  
persona l i t i e s.  Doc t o r s  are  inv i t e d  to  tal k  abou t  var i o us  diseases  and  the i r  
treatmen t s.  Mus i c  broadcas ts  for m  a  popu l a r  sect i on  of  the  prog ram mes.  In  
between  songs,  in f o r m a t i o n  snippe ts  such  as  safe  dr i v i n g  sugges t i o ns,  the  
dange rs  of  smok i n g ,  heal t h  tips  and  news  head l i nes  that  wou l d  inte res t  the  
l is tene rs  is  added  on  to  make  the  prog ram m es  usefu l  wh i l e  being   enter ta i n i n g .  
The  col l ege  has  a tie  up  w i t h  Anna  Un i v e r s i t y ,  wh i c h  makes  prog ram m es  for  its  
own  comm u n i t y  rad i o.  The  two  stat i ons  regu la r l y  exchange  prog ram m es.  

Acc o r d i n g  to  VS K  Ven ka t ac ha l a pa t h y ,  Pr in c i pa l  of  the  col l ege,  "The  
inves t men t  in  the  pro je c t  is  near l y  Rs.  30  lakh  but  since  it  is  bene f i c i a l  for  the  
studen ts  as  we l l  as  the  pub l i c,  we  are  happ y  to  be  inv o l v e d  in  it."  The  FM  
stat i on  is  presen t l y  heard  ti l l  the  Thenga i t h i t t u  pet ro l  bun k  and  even  in  the  
neighb o u r i n g  V i l l u p u r a m  dist r i c t .  But  if  the  M i n i s t r y  gives  clearance,  there  are  
plans  to  extend  the  transm i ss i o n  to  mo re  areas.

3.   Baseline Study Objectives &  Design
3.1 Objectives
The  basel i ne  study  aims  to  ach ie ve:

 A  docume n t a t i o n  of  the  soc i o- econom i c  and  demog r a p h i c  pro f i l e  of  the  
targe t  l is tene rs

 An  in-depth  unde rs tand i n g  of  the  med ia  hab i t s  of  the  wome n,  par t i c u l a r l y  
w i t h  refe rence  to  Rad i o,  

 Iden t i f y  the  issues  of  conce r n  for  the  comm u n i t y   
 Assess  the  w i l l i n g n e ss/in te res t   among  wome n  fo r  par t i c i p a t i o n   in  the  

comm u n i t y  rad i o  in i t i a t i v e  
 Bu i l d  awareness  fo r  the  Comm u n i t y  Rad i o  and  SFW  prog ram m es

     3.2  Study Methodology  
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3.2a  Sample 
A  thor o u g h  study  of  the  catchmen t  pat te r n  of  the  rad i o  signa ls  of  the  
comm u n i t y  rad i o  run  the  educa t i o na l  inst i t u t i o n  was  made  and  therea f t e r  two  
areas  w i t h  two  dist i n c t  comm u n i t i e s  was  selec ted  for  samp le  surve y.  The  
vi l l a ges  selec ted  were:

a)  Madagadipet, Ka l i t hee r t ha l k u p p a m  (1km  from  our  col l ege)

b)  Kumalam (10 km  from  our  col l ege)

The  above  two  vi l l a ges  are  basica l l y  inv o l v e d  in  agr i c u l t u r e  and  related  
occupa t i o ns.  Some  are  ski l l e d  wo r k e r s  inv o l v e d  in  const r u c t i o n  act i v i t i e s.  1066  
househo l d s  were  iden t i f i e d  from  the  v i l l a ges  and  from  each  househo l d  one  
woma n  was  selec ted  for  basel i ne  samp l e  study.  Care  was  taken  to  ensure  that  
wome n  (above  16yea rs) from  al l  age  groups  and  di f f e r en t  mar i t a l  status  were  
inc l u ded  in  the  sur ve y ;  househo l d s  were  selec ted  to  cove r  al l  soc i o- rel i g i o u s  
sect i o ns  and  econom i c  strata  in  the  comm u n i t y ;  ef f o r t  were  made  to  ensure  that  
the  samp le  is  represen ta t i v e  of  the  spread  of  l i te rac y/educa t i o n  among  wome n.  

3.2b  Instrument
CE M C A  designed  a  deta i l e d  quest i o n na i r e  comp r i s i n g  of  more  than  50  
quest i o ns  for  the  basel i ne  stud y.  The  quest i o n na i r e  was  sent  to  the  educa t i o n a l  
inst i t u t i o n  we l l  in  advance  so  that  the  quest i o ns  can  be  trans la ted  in  the  loca l  
language  and  mod i f i e s  to  sui t  the  loca l  pro f i l e.  The  trans la ted  quest i o n na i r e  was  
rechec ke d  and  f ina l i z e d  in  consu l t a t i o n  w i t h  CE M C A  befo re  the  basel i ne  stud y  
wo r k s h o p  commen c e d.  1200  cop ies  of  the  quest i o n na i r e  was  prepared  by  the  
inst i t u t i o n  along  w i t h  an  equa l  numbe r  of  st ic ke r  adver t i s i n g  the  FM  channe l  
throug h  wh i c h  the  SFW  prog ram mes  w i l l  be  broadcas t  in  the  fut u r e  mon t hs.  
The  inst i t u t e  selec ted  a requ is i t e  numbe r  of  studen t  vo l u n t ee r s  among  the  gi r l s  
for  condu c t i n g  the  basel i ne  stud y.  The  ent i r e  prog ram m e  was  gui ded  and  
super v i sed  by  an  exper t  and  of f i c e rs  of  CE M C A .  In  case  of  the  presen t  stud y  
the  expe r t  selec ted  was  Mr.R.Naganathan and  on  beha l f  of  CE M C A  Ms  
Rukmini Venraju was  presen t  to  oversee  the  ent i r e  exerc i se.  The  quest i o n na i r e  
cons is ted  of  f i ve  dist i n c t  sect i o ns:

a) In f o r m a t i o n  on  soc i o- econom i c  and  demog r ap h i c  pro f i l e  of  the  
l is tene rs  of  the  FM  stat i o n  

b) Med i a  hab i ts  of  the  l istene rs-  owne r s h i p,  frequen c y  of  l is ten i n g,  
interes t,  ut i l i t y
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c) Cur re n t  in f o r m a t i o n  sources  and  natu re  of  solu t i o n  for  prob l em s  on  
issues  l i ke  heal t h  hazards,  fam i l y  plann i n g,  soc ia l  hyg i e ne,  chi l d ca r e

d) Issues  of  loca l  impo r t a n c e  
e) Issues  that  comm u n i t y  wome n  wou l d  li ke  to  hear  as  we l l  as  

par t i c i pa t e  on  rad i o

3.3  Data Collection
A  f ie l d  team  was  created  for  data  col l ec t i o n.  It  comp r i se d  of:

i)   20 Studen t  vo l u n t ee r s  who  had  some  exposu r e  to  prog ram me  produ c t i o n  at  
the    
      Comm u n i t y  Rad i o  Stat i o n  of  the  inst i t u t e
i i)  Comm u n i t y  represen t a t i v es  who  were  tra ined  by  CE M C A  exper t  at  the  

pre l i m i n a r y  
      wo r k s h o p  on  how  to  conduc t  a sur ve y.  They  comm u n i t y  vo l u n t ee r s  also  
helped  the  
      studen ts  iden t i f y  the  househo l d s  whe re  wome n  cou l d  be  asked  quest i o ns  for  
the  
      surve y
i i i)  Staf f  coo r d i na t o r s  from  the  educa t i o na l  inst i t u t i o n  assoc i a ted  w i t h  the  

FM  Rad i o  
In  add i t i o n  a team  was  selec ted  to  process  the  data  immed i a t e l y  after  co l l ec t  so  
that  at  the  end  of  the  f i ve  day  data-col l e c t i o n  schedu l e,  a deta i l e d  repo r t  can  be  
prepared  abou t  the  demog r a p h i c  natu re  of  the  target  aud ience/par t i c i p a n t s.  A  
one-day  wo r k s h o p  was  held  pr i o r  to  the  data  col l ec t i o n  process  to  exp la i n  the  
ent i r e  pro jec t,  metho d o l o g y  of  data-col l ec t i o n ,  precau t i o ns  to  be  obser ved  
dur i n g  v is i t i n g  the  vi l l a ge  househo l d s,  and  the  procedu r e  for  tabu la t i o n.  
Tra i n i n g  dur i n g  the  wo r k s h o p  inc l u ded  moc k- inter v i e w s  and  tips  on  how  to  ask  
quest i o ns  so  that  the  exact  in f o r m a t i o n  can  be  obta i ned.  The  studen ts  were  
encou ra ged  to  carr y  the i r  cameras  and  phot o g r a p hs  the  inte r v i e w e es.  The  
pic t u r es  of fe r  a  visua l  presen ta t i o n  of  the  comm u n i t y ,  its  econom i c  status,  the  
warm t h  and  coope ra t i o n  that  the  studen t  vo l u n t ee r s  rece i v e d  from  the  
comm u n i t y  and  the  react i o n  of  men  in  the  houses  dur i n g  the  quest i o n- answe r  
sessions.

To  ensure  that  the  studen t  vo l u n t ee rs  are  able  to  col l ec t  a  tru l y  represen t a t i v e  
data  of  the  wome n  in  the  two  selec ted  comm u n i t i e s,  super v i s o r s  occas i o na l l y  
accompan i e d  them.  Hey  also  inte rac ted  w i t h  the  comm u n i t y  indepen de n t l y  to  
unders tand  the  comm u n i t y  from  the  perspec t i v e  of  the  SFW  pro j ec t.

6



The  comp l e t e  data,  dul y  tabu la t ed  was  sent  to  De l h i  for  comp r ehens i v e  repo r t  
and  anal ys i s  by  the  CE M C A  exper t  in  accor dan ce  w i t h  the  pre-desi gned  
frame w o r k  deve l o pe d  by  CE M C A .

4.  Data Analysis –  Community Profile
4.1 The overall picture
Over  80%  of  the  wome n  inter v i e w e d  were  mar r i ed  and  abou t  7%  w i do w e d .  
On l y  3%  of  al l  the  responde n t s  were  above  60  years  of  age.  Ma j o r i t y  of  the  
wome n  inte r v i e w e d  were  in  the  age  range  of  21-40  years.  The  comm u n i t y  is  
essent ia l l y  H i n d u  (96%) w i t h  a smal l  percen tage  of  Chr i s t i a n  fam i l i es  l i v i n g  in  
the  v i l l a ges.  Ove r  80%  of  the  houses  showed  presence  of  male  membe r s  as  the  
head  of  the  househo l d.  
Ref: Charts No. 65, 66, 67, 68, 75, 86

4.2  Socio-economic profile of community
The  comm u n i t y  selec ted  is  predom i n a n t l y  rura l,  w i t h  over  40%  of  the  
househo l d s  hav i n g  thatched  roo fs.  Mo r e  than  70%  of  the  responden t s  belonged  
to  househo l d s  w i t h  mon t h l y  income  belo w  Rs.  5000.  One  –th i r d  of  al l  the  
househo l d s  selec ted  were  in  the  lowes t  econom i c  strata,  i.e.  income  less  than  
Rs.  1500  per  mon t h.  A l m o s t  50%  of  the  rest  of  the  responde n t s  belong  to  the  
econom i c  bracke t  of  Rs.150 1- 5000  per  mon t h  and  the  rest  were  in  the  highe r  
income  group  earn i n g  above  Rs.  5000  per  mon t h.  Wh i l e  ma j o r i t y  of  the  wome n  
were  homema k e r s  (76.3%)  wh i l e  12%  were  dai l y  wage  wor k e r s  and  anothe r  
8%  sel f  emp l o y e d  or  pet t y  traders.  A r o u n d  44%  of  the  wome n  fel t  that  wome n  
did  not  have  enoug h  emp l o y m e n t  oppo r t u n i t i es  but  they  also  said  that  
emp l o y m e n t  oppo r t u n i t i es  were  equa l l y  l im i t e d  for  men.  Elec t r i c i t y  was  
ava i l ab l e  to  almos t  al l  the  houses  and  LPG  gas  for  coo k i n g  in  near l y  50%  of  the  
househo l d s  though  a  fa i r  ma j o r i t y  used  f i re w o o d  for  cook i n g.  To i l e t  fac i l i t i es  
was  poo r  for  over  40%  of  the  househo l d s  and  wate r  scarc i t y,  espec ia l l y  get t i n g  
clean  dr i n k i n g  wate r  is  a  prob l em  faced  by  40%  of  the  wome n  is  the  lowes t  
income  bracke t  and  al l  the  age  groups  and  econom i c  strata  accep ted  that  it  is  a 
prob l em  faced  by  the  comm u n i t y .  A r o u n d  50%  of  wome n  from  al l  age  groups  
and  econom i c  strata  fel t  the  reg i o n  gets  excess i v e  rain f a l l  wh i c h  hampe r s  the i r  
econom i c  act i v i t i e s  wh i l e  the  other  50%  did  to  agree  to  th is  view.
Ref: Charts 69, 77, 78, 79, 80, 84, 76, 25, 22

4.3 Lifestyle Indicators 
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The  li fe  sty le  ind i ca t o r  for  the  econom i c  stata  belo w  Rs.15,000  per  mon t h  was,  
as  expec t ed,  bere f t  of  mos t  comm o n l y  kno w n  ut i l i t y  items  or  lux u r y  goods  
excep t  a TV  set  or  an  occas i o na l  trans i s t o r  rad i o.  In  the  other  econom i c  strata,  
more  than  69%  women  from  al l  age  groups  repo r t ed  possess i n g  elec t r i c  mi xe r-
gr i nde r  in  the  house,  and  an  average  of  16 %  houses  also  had  a  ref r i ge r a t o r .  
Abo u t  5%  houses  repo r t ed  own i n g  a wash i n g  mach i n e  and  15%  also  had  mus i c  
system  inc l u d i n g  CD  playe r.  A  ver y  smal l  percen t  (below  5%) repo r ted  own i n g  
car/trac t o r.  Comp u t e r  was  also  a ver y  possess i o n  rare  even  among  the  af f l u e n t .  
14 %  of  the  wome n  owned  mob i l e  phone.  Tw o- whee le r  was  found  to  be  the  
mos t  popu l a r  veh i c l e  and  desp i t e  being  an  agr i c u l t u r a l  comm u n i t y  trac t o r  was  
found  in  on l y  1%  houses.  
Ref: Charts  4, 7, 85, 78, 63

4.4 Condition of Women –  literacy, education, status within 
family

Overa l l  cond i t i o n  of  wome n  in  these  two  vi l l a ges  was  com f o r t a b l e  enoug h  for  
almos t  50%  of  them  to  f ind  time  for  Sel f  He l p  Group  act i v i t i e s.  Nea r l y  70%  in  
the  age  range  of  21-40  were  aware  of  the  li te rac y  prog ram m es  in  the  v i l l a ges  
though  the  overa l l  l i te rac y  f igu res  are  not  too  encou ra g i n g  –  onl y  4.5%  of  the  
wome n  inter v i e w e d  were  gradua te  or  above  and  a  ma j o r i t y  (40%)  were  
educa ted  onl y  upto  6 th standa r d.  Near l y  27%  were  il l i t e ra t e.  65%  wan te d  to  
ava i l  voca t i o n a l  tra i n i n g  to  become  financ i a l l y  sel f- suf f i c i e n t .  Mo r e  than  40%  
also  repo r ted  lack  of  emp l o y m e n t  oppo r t u n i t i es  for  wome n  in  the  v i l l a ges  but  
mos t  of  the  wome n  also  adm i t t e d  inadequa te  educa t i o n  as  a  reason  for  
unemp l o y m e n t .  Mos t  of  the  wome n,  (cutt i n g  across  educa t i o na l  and  econom i c  
backg r o u n d)  did  not  fee l  that  wome n  suf f e re d  from  lowe r  status  in  the  
househo l d.
 Ref: Charts 47, 39, 40, 68, 50, 48, 28, 29

4.5 Primary issues of concern in community
The  area  is  in fes ted  w i t h  snakes  and  over  70%  of  the  wome n  inter v i e w e d  
repo r t ed  that  snakes  are  a ma j o r  hazard  for  them.  The  other  heal t h  hazard  is  the  
presence  of  mosqu i t oes  and  f l ies.  Adeq ua t e  dra i nage  is  one  maj o r  prob l em  and  
pol l u t i o n  due  to  use  of  f i re w o o d  was  iden t i f i e d  as  an  impo r t a n t  prob l em  in  the  
comm u n i t y .  A r o u n d  30%  of  wome n  in  the  age  range  of  21-40  also  repo r t ed  
wate r  scarc i t y  as  a  perenn i a l  prob l em.  Mo r e  than  60%  said  lack  of  doct o rs  in  
the  vi l l a ge  was  a  ver y  acute  prob l em  and  wan ted  heal t h  tips  in  rad i o  
prog ram m es  regu la r l y .  D r un k e n ness  among  men  was  also  iden t i f i e d  as  a 
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comm u n i t y  prob l em.  It  was  also  found  that  the  wome n  were  not  prope r l y  
educa ted  abou t  the  impo r t a n c e  of  vacc i na t i o n  as  a  preven t i v e  measu re  for  
diseases  l i ke  chic ke n-  pox,  meas les.  In  some  of  the  econom i c  strata  the  
igno ra n ce  leve l  reached  over  60%.  The  comm u n i t y  is  not  over t l y  supers t i t i o u s.
Ref: Charts18, 19, 38, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 44, 83

4.6   Primary issues of concern in household
Aw a r e ness  regar d i n g  nut r i t i o n  and  chi l d  heal t h ca re  seemed  ver y  poo r  among  
the  wome n  inte r v i e w e d .  Mo r e  than  50%  did  not  possess  much  know l e d g e  on  
eithe r  nut r i t i o n  or  prope r  heal t h ca re.  Persona l  heal t h  care  among  wome n  was  
par t i c u l a r l y  appa l l i n g.  Near l y  35%  of  al l  in f o r m a t i o n  was  hearsay  or  elders  
adv i ce  and  on l y  7%  pic ked  up  heal t h  rela ted  adv ise  from  radi o/T V.  Care  dur i n g  
pregnan c y  also  suf fe r ed  from  inadequa te  in f o r m a t i o n .  Ado l es cen ce  care  and  
hyg i ene  dur i n g  mens t r ua t i o n  and  pregnan c y  are  two  impo r t a n t  areas  whe re  
in f o r m a t i o n  f lo w  needs  to  be  stepped  up.  
Ref: Charts 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37

4.7   Media Profile –ownership, consumption, needs
The  wome n  repo r t ed  that  mos t  househo l d s  (over  80%)  did  not  get  any  
newspape r  or  magaz i n es  and  the i r  sour ce  of  in f o r m a t i o n  was  lim i t e d  to  wo r d  of  
mou t h  or  in f o r m a t i o n  throug h  telev i s i o n  prog ram m es  or  adve r t i seme n t s.  Mos t  
houses  had  a  telev i s i o n  set  (over  50%  colo u r  sets) but  onl y  28%  of  homes  
owned  a rad i o  set  and  out  of  them  on l y  around  50%  owned  rad i o  sets  w i t h  FM  
bands.  Mos t  of  the  wome n  were  fam i l i a r  w i t h  the  concep t  of  DT H/cab l e  
connec t i o n  as  cab le  connec t i o n  was  avai l ab l e  w i t h  near l y  70%  of  the  
househo l d s  own i n g  TV  sets.  Househ o l d s  w i t h  younge r  membe rs  in  the  age  
range  of  21-30  years  had  greate r  numbe r  of  TV  sets  w i t h  cab le  connec t i o n  
wh i l e  househo l d s  w i t h  predom i n a n t l y  older  peop le  were  mo re  attuned  to  rad i o  
prog ram m es.  82%  of  the  rad i o  sets  were  found  in  househo l d s  w i t h  wome n  in  
the  age  range  of  50-60  years.  On  TV  sets  wome n  pre fe r r ed  to  wat c h  
enter ta i n m e n t  prog ram m es  or i g i na t i n g  from  Chenna i .  The  thrus t  of  v ie w i n g  was  
on  good  mus i c  (30%) and  usefu l  in f o r m a t i o n  prog ram mes  (22%). 

The re  was  a  genera l  awareness  of  the  N I L A  FM  stat i on  .As  man y  as  40%  of  
househo l d s  own i n g  rad i o  sets  w i t h  FM  channe l s  actua l l y  lis tened  to  the  N i l a  
FM  prog ram m es  ind i ca t i n g  the  reach  and  relevan ce  of  the  comm u n i t y  rad i o  
channe l  in  the  reg i o n.  The  bu l k  of  the  lis tene rsh i p  howe ve r  was  for  the  
prog ram m es  that  were  broadcas t  dur i n g  the  ear l y  hours  of  the  day  (6-8am) and  
maj o r i t y  l is tened  to  rad i o  at  home  wh i l e  engaged  in  househo l d  chores.  
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Mo r e  than  50%  of  the  wome n  inter v i e w e d  were  eager  to  par t i c i p a t e  in  
organ i zed  group  l is ten i n g  and  fe l t  that  rad i o  prog ram mes  can  be  usefu l  in  
f ind i n g  solu t i o n  to  the  comm u n i t y  needs.   They  wan ted  in f o r m a t i o n  on  farm i n g  
techn i q ues/agr i c u l t u r e  and  heal t h  related  prob l em s  wh i c h  they  fel t  were  cent ra l  
to  the i r  dai l y  l i fe.  So  far  in f o r m a t i o n  from  radi o  on  issues  l i ke  chi l d hea l t h ,  
epidem i c s,  and  pre  and  post-nata l  care  has  not  been  adequa te  and  less  than  10%  
women  repo r ted  to  have  been  bene f i t e d  w i t h  in f o r m a t i o n  v ia  rad i o.  The i r  
in f o r m a t i o n  out f l o w  has  been  mo re  throug h  trad i t i o n a l  systems  li ke  elders  
gui d i n g  w i t h  exper i en ce  (about  40%)  and  doct o rs  and  loca l  heal t h  wo r k e r s  
(around50 %).  
Ref: Charts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 49, 51, 52

4.8 Community participation in CR  programmes 
The  presen t  status  of  comm u n i t y  par t i c i p a t i o n  in  N I L A  FM  prog ram m es  is  
neg l i g i b l e  but  near l y  50%  of  the  wome n  inte r v i e w e d  showed  read i ness  to  
par t i c i pa t e  in  comm u n i t y  rad i o  prog ram m es.  Wh i l e  mo re  than  25%  of  the  
elder l y  wome n,  both  l i te ra te  and  i l l i t e r a r e,  opted  to  be  comm u n i t y  
represen t a t i v e  in  the  rad i o  par t i c i p a t o r y  prog ram m es,  the  trend  among  the  
younge r  wome n  was  towa r ds  rad i o  joc ke y  ro les.  Wom e n  in  the  age  range  of  31-
40  pre fe r r ed  to  be  par t i c i p a n t s  in  usefu l  prog ram m es.  Th is  trend  was  mos t  
clear l y  vis i b l e  in  the  income  group  of  1501- 3000  rupees  per  househo l d,  
ir respec t i v e  of  the  l i te rac y  leve ls.  A r o u n d  40%  of  wome n  in  th is  age  range  
cut t i n g  across  al l  income  groups  also  wan te d  to  be  the  comm u n i t y  
represen t a t i v e  for  rad i o  prog ram m es  on  N I L A  FM.  

The  overa l l  imp ress i o n  the  samp l e  is  that  the  wome n  in  these  two  selec ted  
v i l l a ges  were  aware  of  rad i o  prog ram m es,  were  enthus i as t i c  abou t  rad i o/T V  
prog ram m es  and  cou l d  af f o r d  the  basic  necess i t i es  of  ever y da y  l i v i n g.  They  
seemed  respons i v e  to  new  ideas  and  in f o r m a t i o n .  The re  was  an  overa l l  
prog ress i v e  att i t u de  among  the  wome n  wh i c h  the  sur ve y o r s  fe l t  w i l l  be  usefu l  
for  the  science  for  woma n  pro j ec t.  
Ref: Charts 54, 55, 56, 

5.   Implications for NILA  FM
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In  the  doo r- to-door  surve y,  the  studen ts  and  staf f  got  an  oppo r t u n i t y  to  meet  
over  1000  wome n  face-to-face  to  bu i l d  an  aud ien ce  for  the  CR  stat i on  in  
genera l  and  also  exp la i n  SFW  and  its  ob jec t i v es.   Thus  a  valuab l e  asset  was  
created  for  the  CR  stat i on  that  can  be  tapped  both  for  SFW  and  beyon d  as  the  
database  conta i ns  uniq ue  iden t i f i c a t i o n  for  the  responden t s,  iden t i f y i n g  those  
who  are  w i l l i n g  and  ready  to  par t i c i p a t e.  Du r i n g  the  cou rse  of  the  year,  on  
di f f e r en t  issues,  whe re  di rec t  comm u n i t y  par t i c i p a t i o n  is  poss i b l e,  these  wome n  
can  be  inv i t ed  to  par t i c i pa t e.  The i r  presence  in  the  prog ram m e  w i l l  make  the  
rad i o  mo re  rele van t  to  its  l is tene rs.

Fur t he r,  each   of  the  sur ve ye d   househo l d  car r i es  a  stic ke r ,  proc l a i m i n g  the  
name  of  the  prog ram m e  SFW  in  Tam i l  that  w i l l  serve  as  a constan t  rem i n de r  to  
the  comm u n i t y  to  tune  in  to  N i l a  FM.  Test  transm i ss i o n  was  car r i ed  out  dur i n g  
the  surve y  per i od  of  one  week  wh i c h  gave  the  l is tene rs  a f i rs t  hand  expe r i e n ce.  
Thus,  N i l a  FM  has  become  a  househo l d  name  among  1000  househo l d s  and  
acqu i r ed  l is tene rsh i p  among  the  282  rad io  l is ten i n g  househo l d s.  The  data  shows  
the  fo l l o w i n g  in f o r m a t i o n  for  the  prog ram me  planne r s  of  N I L A  FM:

1. Te le v i s i o n  at  presen t  scores  over  rad i o  in  enga i n g  the  comm u n i t y  but  as a 
source  of  in f o r m a t i o n  there  is  a genera l  awareness  and  interes t  abou t  
N I L A  FM.  I f  prog ram mes  are  made  in  the  loca l  dia lec t  l is tene rsh i p  w i l l  
imme d i a t e l y  inc rease.  Bu t  some  dev ises  w i l l  have  to  be  put  in  place  so  
that  there  is  mo re  numbe r  of  rad i os  ava i l ab l e  for  l isten i n g,  mo re  
comm u n i t y  l is ten i n g  hab i ts  need  to  be  deve l o pe d  and  Sel f  He l p  Grou ps  
harnessed  for  imp r o v i n g  FM- comm u n i t y  inte rac t i o n.

2. Over  70%  of  the  responde n t s  are  i l l i t e r a te.  Th is  is  the  targe t  aud ien ce  
who  shou l d  be  encou r a ged  in  par t i c i p a t o r y  prog ram m es,  Such  ef f o r t s  
genera te  break i n g  the  l i te rac y  bar r i e r  and  non- forma l  mode  of  
in f o r m a t i o n  dissem i na t i o n  at  the  grass-roo t  leve ls.

3. The  vi l l a ges  also  repo r t ed  lack  of  doct o rs  and  med i ca l  fac i l i t i es  It  is  
impo r t a n t  for  N I L A  FM  to  dev ise  prog ram mes  that  can  prov i d e  
in f o r m a t i o n  throug h  rad i o  on  mid- w i f e  tra i n i n g,  nurs i n g  schoo l  fac i l i t i e s  
and  simp l e  med i ca l  kno w- how.

4. Mos t  of  the  wome n  are  home  make rs.  They  can  be  encou r a ged  to  
par t i c i pa t e  in  interac t i v e  prog ram me  i f  recor d i n g  is  arranged  in  v i l l a ges  
or  at  times  sui ted  to  the i r  dai l y  househo l d  schedu l e.  Th is  w i l l  make  N I L A  
FM  a tru l y  par t i c i p a t o r y  comm u n i t y  rad i o.  
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5. The  N I L A  FM  radi o  team  need  to  bu i l d  l i n kages  w i t h  the  loca l  SHGs  
( many  of  the  wome n  inte r v i e w e d  were  membe rs  or  attached  to  loca l  sel f-
help- groups) so  that  the  requ i r eme n t s  of  the  comm u n i t y  are  regu la r l y  
mon i t o r e d  

6. The  sur ve y  showed  mos t  wome n  pre fe r  to  l is ten  to  rad i o  in  the  ear l y  
hou rs  i.e. in  the  6-8am.    N i l a  FM  needs  to  keep  this  in  perspec t i v e  and  
bui l d  prog ram mes  to  extend  interes t  in  rad i o  fo r  longe r  dura t i o n.

7. Cur re n t l y  on l y  abou t  28  percen t  (282 househo l d s) are  l is ten i n g  to  Rad i o.  
The  CR  stat i o n  needs  to  mo t i v a t e  the  comm u n i t y  to  acqu i r e  rad i os  and  
l is ten.  As  an  incen t i v e,  rad i o  sets  can  be  gi ven  as gi f t s  for  par t i c i p a t i o n  in  
rad i o  prog ram mes.  Ef f o r t s  w i l l  have  to  be  made  to  cont i n u o u s l y  inv o l v e  
the  comm u n i t y  membe r s  in  the  rad i o  prog ram mes  to  expand  the  
l is tene rsh i p.   

8. Mus i c  interspaced  w i t h  usefu l  is  one  of  the  mos t  con ven i e n t  ways  of  
in f o r m a t i o n  dissem i na t i o n  in  rad i o.  As  ind i ca t ed  ear l i e r,  there  are  not  
man y  of fe r i n gs  by  way  of  FM  rad io.  M y t h s  and  bel ie f s  aboun d  in  the  
comm u n i t y- this  creates  a good  entr y  po in t  for  SFW  to  unders tand  the  
my t hs,  loca l  bel i e f s  and  taboos  prac t i ced  in  the  comm u n i t y .   A  lis ten i n g  
cul t u r e  has  to  be  bu i l t  throug h  SFW,  by  mak i n g  prog ram mes  using  these  
loca l  for ms  wh i c h  can  help  make  a prog ram me  rele van t,  par t i c i pa t o r y  
and  interac t i v e  wh i l e  impa r t i n g  cor rec t,  fac tua l  and  usefu l  in f o r m a t i o n ,  
espec ia l l y  in  the  presen t  con te x t  of  science  for  wome n.

6. Findings & Gap Areas

For  CE M C A  and  RVPSP,  this  surve y  threw  up  interes t i n g  cont ras ts  in  
in f o r m a t i o n .  

a. Th is  comm u n i t y  is  essent ia l l y  dependan t  on  med i a  for  inc reas i n g  the  
in f o r m a t i o n  base  as newspape r  and  magaz i ne  avai l ab i l i t y  is  ver y  l im i t e d  
(Ref  Cha r t s  2 &  3). There f o r e  use  of  the  loca l  FM  channe l  is  a w ise  
dec is i o n.  

b. It  is  an  agr i c u l t u r a l  comm u n i t y  and  in f o r m a t i o n  on  agr i-mar ke t i n g ,  
protec t i o n  of  crops  from  rain  and  damp  weat he r  w i l l  be  usefu l.

c. In f o r m a t i o n  on  persona l  hyg i ene  and  nut r i t i o n  is  ver y  necessar y  
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d. The y  comm u n i t y  also  needs  in f o r m a t i o n  on  chi l d  heal t h,  pregnan c y  and  
vacc i na t i o n

e. The  comm u n i t y  is  not  over t l y  supers t i t i o u s  and  it  is  not  necessar y  to  
focus  on  such  issues

f. Non- forma l  educa t i o n  using  distance  learn i n g  metho ds  are  l i ke l y  to  
interes t  the  lis tene rs

g. The  wome n  w i l l  bene f i t  i f  they  can  be  gi ven  simp l e  househo l d  tips  on  
elec t r i c i t y  consum p t i o n ,  jud i c i o us  manageme n t  of  l im i t e d  wate r  
ava i l ab i l i t y ,  tack l i n g  mosqu i t o  menace.  

h. Ac r oss  the  econom i c  strata  and  educa t i o n  leve ls  the  wome n  showed  low  
leve l  of  awareness  on  heal t h  issue  –impo r t a n ce  of  vacc i na t i o n,  chi l d-
nut r i t i o n,  care  for  elders,  in  ever y  sphere  there  appeared  dependence  on  
hearsay  or  loca l  expe r i e n ce.  Th is  is  both  a cause  for  conce r n  as we l l  as an  
area  where  atten t i o n  is  urgen t l y  requ i r e d.

7. Recommendations of CEMCA
A. A  maj o r  gap  area  in  in f o r m a t i o n  as can  be  deduced  in  this  surve y  is  lack  

of  med i ca l  fac i l i t i es,  unders tand i n g  of  chi l d  and  pregnan t  wome n  heal t h  
issues,  hand l i n g  of  comm u n i t y  hyg i ene  and  clean l i n ess.  In  the  absence  of  
prope r  med i ca l  fac i l i t i es  in  the  area  these  conce r ns  shou l d  be  kept  in  
focus  wh i l e  plann i n g  the  prog ram m es  for  the  CE M A-  RSVPSP  Pro jec t.  

B. Snake  and  mosqu i t o  seemed  to  be  two  hazards  that  are  caus i n g  conce r n  
among  the  wome n.  Cor r ec t  and  susta i ned  in f o r m a t i o n  on  these  two  
env i r o n m e n t a l  issues  is  requ i r ed.

Th is  repo r t  has  summa r i s e d  on l y  the  broad  f ind i n g s  .Deta i l e d  tab les  in  the  
append i x  may  be  loo ked  at  for  cross  tabu la t i o n s  of  hab i t s  and  pre fe ren ces  w i t h  
indepen de n t  var iab l es.  
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