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1. Project Context

1.1 The Background

Jke Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMGH
catalysed and supported by Rashtriya Vigyan Evam Prodyogiki Sanchar
Parishad @GW Qﬁgpartment of dcience and Jechnology, Government of
India, New Delki, kas embarked on a pan-Indian project to evaluate and
encourage understanding and application of science in everyday Jife for

women. Fntitled ‘Science for Women ' (SFW ) ¢4is project aims to reach out

to the women in the Jooor{}/ fiterate and fz'terary cﬁaffenjeJ sections of



Jocz’et}/ both in the urban and rural sectors across the countr}/. y/froujif
participatory  programmes goecz'af{y designed with Egpecz'fi'C issues of
Nutrition & Health 7» fécu& and using the community participatory fbrm of
ra(ﬁ'o~fr0jrammz'nj, this Joroject will J‘tu[{}/ kow hbest women can be
introduced te the lfenef‘itm of science in r[az'{}/ fz'fé. Tke project duration is at
present two ﬁntmcz’a[ years and in the ﬁr&t phase, it is planned to operate
t/froujﬁ a selected number of ‘Community &JZO Dtations (@ficen&ecf to
educational institutions and reach out to women fz'vz'nj in communities

covered within the Jarimary and Jeconcfary catchiment areas of these Jow

power mz:atﬁ'o stations.
%Joifot J‘tu(l}/ fbr the Jaroject was conducted at %ﬂﬂd m,o%nna ﬂm’ver&ity,

Ghennai Jurinj the year 2004 - 2005. fyﬁteen educational institutions which
had been jrantecf the ficense to run communz’ty Jaartz’cz('jaatory radio stations
were tnvited to a WOI‘£J/70J9 held on ?(me/fs and 9, 2007, under the aegis of
&mnzf at the end of the Worgaﬁof eack of the participating educational

institutions was asked to submit JoroJaoJafJ suited to c[evefof the dcience fbr

Mmen cﬁ(yramme tﬁouj” the communz’ty radio stations run ﬁ:}/ the

institute.

mwitf its e.xJoertz'Je in research, communz’ty Joarticz(']aation and
caJoacz’t}/ ll-uz'ft[z'nj, was selected as the nodal orjani.zation and was aJEec[ te

submit a comfreﬁenaive Joro{fao&a[ to Wﬁr z'mffementz’:nj and
monitorinj the Joroject. mkrofe in the Jaroject s extensive - m

is the ﬁcaf orjunz’zatz’on ﬁr selection of educational institutions. ﬁ/fa& been

entrusted with the ﬁffow‘z’nj reo:]oonaib-ifit}/:

a) %(f]o in z'([entz'f‘yz':nj the communities and conduct a baseline Jtud:}/ to

Jaroﬁfe the communities within the catchment areas of the communz’ty

radio station
b) et as Jacilitator for capacity building within the students and the

women ﬁom the communities so that the programmes Jevefofef can

be t:rufy communz’ty Jaartz'cz('jaator}/,



c) FEnsure that the Jpregrammes are of interesting enouj/; to motivate the
women farticz:patinj/fistenz’nj te understand the importance of

science in every:[ay fz'fé
(l) Fnsure proper utifization of the func[o" generated b:}/ W

mzomas designed the implementation programme in two phases:

»  Tke ﬁr&t phase consists of a baseline Jtu([j/ conducted under the
supervision ofa mzo‘%ffointet[ expert using students ﬁom the
educational institution and women ﬁom communities. 7Froujﬁ
this Jtut[}/ aJoroﬁfe of the communz’t}/ is maJaJaec[, the current
practices and Enow’fec@re base vis-a-vis a range of i&&ue&/&ulzject&
in the communit}/ documented and assessment made of the needs
and J/fortcomz’njw. Tke baseline Jtuc[y is also designed to motivate
the students to understand and interact with the communz’ty women
and  develop awareness within the community about the W

channel run b:}/ the educational institution.

»  In the second phase, worKskops are conducted in the educational
institutions for a capacity building exercise for the production team
which will design and preduce community participatory radio
programmes with the central theme of Nutrition & Heoalth
Community participatory programmes  similar to the pilots
developed in the Gapacity Duilling Werkskop will he produced
regularly and froadcast from the channel daily from a date
mutually agreed hetween RVPSFand the institute..

u @nce the broadcasts Fave started rejufar{}/ ﬁom the selected
tommunz't}/ &zﬁ'o channel, mwiff Jevefof a metﬁor[bfoyy
ﬁr evaluation of the Joroject.



Fourteen FEducational ﬂ&tz’tutz’on& jrantet[ ficense to set up tommunz’ty

Radic Stations by J§B Ministry have boen selected by CEMCHund RVPSP
For awarding the STW Project. The following report is the finding from the
baseline study for {@WZZT[W& o ficensed te Kongu Engineering
College in Perendurai, Erode Distt., TamiS Nadu.

2. Profile of KONGU FM

KONGU FM, ¢ke communz’t}/ radio is run 5}/ {onju fnjz’neerinj toffeje in
zﬁranc[uraz’, Frode ﬂi&trict,%mz’f W;r[u. The broadcasts started ﬁom 7t/;
%jth, 2005, on yo.lfﬁ% over a radius of 15Kkm, covering a rural
Jaojaufatz'on, eJJentz'af{}/ ajrz'cufturaf communities where fiteracy is Jow and

Fealth issues are vital.

The station was ﬁrma/{}/ inaujuratec[ b:}/ the ﬁrmer Vice- Ghancellor of
j‘zjlt[urai @mraj ﬂnz’verwity, %‘?f 3.'7?((?&2%%'5;1@. z;%ctz'vitz'ew of the
communz’ty radio station include rejufar visit 11:}/ the Jaror[uctz'on team to the
viffajes, and the station encourages viffajerw to come to the radic station,
understand kow it works, anc[JoromoteJ JtuJent~community interaction. 5?;
.ﬂr. {,yﬁdanjaraj, (Coorc[inator of K@?@’may& the ﬁcus of the radio
station is to encourage the communz’t}/ members to eg]aeag out their needs and
ideas and Jearn to articulate their tﬁoujﬁt anc[jrievancea. This ke fbef& is the
ﬁr&t step towards Jeve[ofment.

3. Baseline Study Objectives & Design

3.1 Objectives

The baseline Jtu(l}/ aims to achieve:
- .ﬂocumentatz’on of the socio- economic and JemOJrafﬁic Jaroﬁfe of the

tarjet fisteners



= ﬂndbr&tant[z’nj of the media FKabits of the women, with particular
reﬁrence to &ﬁo,

. jcﬁmtzf}/ the issues of concern for the communz’ty

- %&e&o‘ the wiffz'njnesef/interest among women ﬂrfurtz'cz;pation in the

commu nz’ty radio initiative

= ﬁuz’ft[uu/‘arene&& ﬁr the tommunity &tﬁ'o and 3%royramme&

3.2 Study Methodology
3.2a Sample

Jke base fine study was initiated from 29" November — 1 December,
2007. Jkere were 54 participants in afl, most of them from the community.
The institution sent 5 students and § faculty members of {onju fnjz’neerinj
Gellege.  The community members at the workskop included women from
Self- Help Groups, trainees from District Institute of Educational Training,
kousewives from village homes and women from community fiving near the
college. Jke areas selected for the hasefine study were as fisted helow:

. W;t/z‘a@ttufafayam

K oasu

» Flaimedu Ghennimalai Read

" Perudurai

» PVellode

u %J{f]va[a]am

%fft[eae viffajes @xceft ggruntfurai) are Jocated within a radius of]/qm ﬁom
the {onju Coffeje (Camfuaf and the sznaf of {@%ﬂmwas cfear{}/
audible in aff the Fhomes tfurinj the survey. ﬁrutfuraz’ is the urban area

around the campus where the szna[& are ver}/ Jtronj.



This was the second survey undertaken in {onju. Tke ﬁm‘t WOrEJ/;o]a and
the survey ﬁffowinj the w‘ork:f/fof teld earfier W'Z'tﬁdldl' Chandiram kad te be
discarded as the database was ﬁunc[ to be unaatiaffactory.

3. 2b Instrument
The questionnaire in {onju ﬁa&efz'ne cgurvr{}/ is marjz'naf{}/ cfzﬁ‘erent ﬁom the
questionnaire in other institutions as j‘Z;Jm' Ghandiram kad decided t o use
the ﬂm@@feveﬁipecf Daseline ZSIJudj/ format. s that questionnaire had
been translated and printed in huge number, for the second hbaseline Jtucfy
under (‘7&23 cg.oj‘zjl/farﬁevan s guidance too the same questionnaire had been
used. Jhere is a difference in the thrust hetween the m'z?@%cfevefo(pec[
guewtionnaire and the ﬂmquewtionnaire but most of the necessary
information could be soficited.
Tke ﬂmyuewtionnaire Jorovitfeo‘ the ﬁffow‘z’nj sets ofz'nformation:
a) C77’1f€>rmatz'on ON SOCIO- ECONOMIC Jaroﬁfe oft/fe communz’t}/
5) ﬁtﬁ'a kabits of the fisteners- ownerwﬁéf, ﬁequency of fi&tenz’nj,
interest, utz'fz'ty
C) ﬁﬁrmation on issues fike Kealth Fkazards, fami{}/ Jafannz'nj, social
ﬁ:}/jiene, childcare
dj gjrv?][‘z'fe of communz’ty women - education, marital status, size of

famz’{}/

3 Data Collection

M. R, Makiadevan was appointed by CEMGHas the focal expert for
conducting the 3-duy Daseline study Werkskop. The workshkop was formally
inaugurated on 29" Nevember by Dr K. Thangaraj, Ceordinater for
RONGUFI, who explained to the participants the purpose of the workskop
and kow it would Felp in making the programmes from KONGUFMomore
fistener- oriented. My Makadovan detaifed out the procedure for data

collection and the rationale behind the ?uestz’onnaire.



%one— Jay introtfuctor}/ w'orfa/fojo was feld Jyrior to the data collection
w‘or(&/focfa to explain the need ﬁr aﬁe&/f data collection and where the
volunteers need to be extra carefuf so that the data can be matcked with the
national tabulation system. :ﬁurinj the Work:f/;o(]a training was given t/frouj/;
mock- interviews and tips were given on kow to ask Yuestz'ons to obtain the
exact informatz’on. ;%/ft/fe students were told carry cameras and aﬁefr[ team
was created ﬁr data collection, f/fotoyraf/tj}/ and cross- cﬁeck-inj the data.
This team included:

z') 5 student volunteers who had some exposure to communz’ty Jaartz’cz(']aator}/
racﬁ'o

Jarorfuction

z'z') 3tﬁcoorﬂnatora ﬁom {onju fnjz’neerinj Coffeje

z'z'z') 4o communz’t}/ volunteers i:ncfu([z':nj members of Jocal 39#—?2%[79
ZZ’rouJoJ and tratnees ﬁom the ﬁz’strict gr‘wtitute of fzfucatz’ona[

maininj

Tke participants were divided into 5 groups each consiwtz’nj of one student,
one Jtuﬁmemﬁer, two trainees var the district institute and three communz’ty

women. Jke process of data collection was interactive. c%‘tat[c[itz'on, a team
L

was fbrmezf under the juifance of 5!2: &ﬂfatfevan, to precess the data
immezfiate/y so that at the end of the three- zfay WOI‘EJ/I‘,Of a Jetaz’fetfjoz’cture
of the c[emOJrafFic claracter of the target au([ience/cfaarticz;]aant would

emerje.

4. Data Analysis — Community Profile

4.1 The overall picture
Tke total data is based on 613 respondents. ;%monj these 77% were married
women and near{}/ 625 in the age range of 20- 4O '}/earo‘. 4.17; of the



reJJaontfentJ were women above the age of 60 years. yffe communz’t}/ is
eJJentz’a[{}/ ?ﬁncfu (yg?f) with on{y 35 %fz’m and 1% Ghristian fbuntf
among the re{;aonz[ent@s. ﬁe{jaz'te Feinj a ajricufturaf communz’t}/ the
education Jevel among the women is encouraging. 48% women were fiterate
and educated upto IILGC fevel. Dut over 227 were also féunz[ iffiterate,
JFOWinj wide gap in the socio- economic status of the communz’t}/. ;%farje
number of women were c[az’{}/ wage workers &ro.ézﬂ) and another 20%

enjajet[ in ajrz'cufturaf activities. 66% women reyaortec[ that husband was the
fead of the famz’[}/ and fived in the house.
Ref: Charts No. 6, 16, 18, 19, 22, 43

4. 2 Socio-economic profile

Tke communz’ty is entz’re{}/ rural with widen cﬁfference in the socio- economic
conditions. Jke primary  activity of the community is farming, with 4o%
WOTEZ’TIJ as ajricufturaf hands. ﬂ;re than 47% women iefonj to housekolds
earning below & 1500 per month and on{}/ 21 % had water connection in
the Fkouse ﬁr (l}inkdz'nj water. @ver 507: of the women Fad to c[eJoenc[ upon
common water source fike roadside tap or Joub'fic Fanc[(jsum{js ﬁr c[rz'ngz'nj
water. %Wever near{}/ 10% of the women reported montﬁ{y income in the
range of &.}ool— 6000 and an eyuaffercentaje osz'rfef were students who
did not have te participate in famz’{}/ earning. The community did not report
any Jack of emffoyment offortunity ﬁr men or women in the area and were
aware of the advantages ofjoz'nz'nj Je[f kelp groups var improving their
overall condition. Jke socio- economic diverges in the community was most
Jtark‘{}/ depicted in the Kitckens - while 50% fhomes Jnroutf{}/ c[z'{;afaje([ their
mconnection, over 327 admitted firewood as their on{y source of heat
ﬁr cooEinj.

Ref: Charts 15, 44, 52, 111, 113

4.3 Lifestyle Indicators



76% of the homes had a radio with moconnection. Fnother 8% also
watched television rejufar{}/. ﬁe}/ontf this no furt/zder z'nformatz'on is availabl/e
ﬁom the preset data available ﬁom the survey as the questionnaire did not
solicit any information on fzﬁ—&tyfe indicators. 34% of the women had
private toifet facz’fz’tz’e& but 507 Fad to use open ﬁefz[& once again J/fou/z’nj
the extent of tﬁ'{faarit}/ in the rejz'on. Chver 51,7: fomes had an electrical

jrz'nz[er but on{}/ 6% Fhad a reﬁzjerator and 4% owned a wa&/fz’nj machine.
Ref: Charts 45, 58, 59, 112

4.4 Condition of Women - literacy, education, status within
family

s already indicated, a very Jarge percentage of the women were Jiterate

@5.87:) and’ a few girls were educated above 7:{:5((:(11.7%") as well. Over

57% were members of SHGshut ancther 50% said they kad not keard about

SHG indicating the wide gap in information, education and intra-social

communication.

Ref: Charts 23, 52, 53, 54,

4.5 Primary issues of concern in community
j‘zzefquito is @ major problem as reported b:}/ 53% of women and Chikan -
g’unz:}/a the most troublesome disease ﬁr 367 of the famifz'e.s. nﬁ’cﬁ'atric

Feaftﬁfro[fem is another serious concern.

Ref: Charts 46, 49

4.6 Primary issues of concern in household

The women are most concerned with improving the overall fz'vz'nj standard
of the family. They would fike to Jearn more crafts through radic for overalf
improvement of fz'vz'nj standards but need expert juil[ll]’l(?&'. Tke fami/y
depends upon efders and nezlg/zdl;ouref as their source of z'nformutz'on and

support Jyatem.
Ref: Charts 85, 86, 101 — 128



4.7 Media Profile —ownership, consumption, needs

19% of the respondents reported reading newspapers rfaz’{}/ while 227 never
read any newspaper. cé;imz'far{y 14 % occawz’onaf{}/ read magazines and 277%
never saw any. Tke encouraging information was that over 76% owned radio
with Wﬁamf and were rejufar fisteners (61,7;) 70%0 also watchked
television Jaz’{}/. The usual fi&tenz’nj hours are in the morning upto 10am and
in the house. 15 said t/?ey were aware of {@%myﬁe communz’t}/ zs
able to Jaz’cf up information through radic/Jefevision news and informative
programmes, There is no special preference for any Jocal dialect and the data
shows on issues fike famz’{}/ kealth, z'nformatz'on on diet, on how adolescent
children can he guided, epidemics and seasonal health concerns in addition
to ajricufturaf news are issues where media is considered a dbfenfaife
source of information. 12% - 28% respondents replied that tﬁey used radio as
a source of infcrmation rejufar{}/.

Ref: Charts 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 63, 64, 65, 80-88, 90

4.8 Community participation in CR programmes

z;%tfrewent the ccmmunz’t}/ participation in K@?@m@r@mmmw Zs very
fimited but 41% wanted to participate in radio programmes. JThe communit}/
féft more Jaarticz(']oator] programmes, ees:]oecz'af{}/ interactive programme with
experts will be uJefu[ 30% afso showed interest in radio presentation and
another the ﬁdz:jﬁdeeft interest was on programmes on ajricufture (21,7;) and on

traditional vocational training fike tailoring, hkandicrafts food processing etc.
‘g ‘7 L ‘7

Ref: Charts 78, 79, 94, 96-110

5. Implications for KONGU FM

10



%tﬁe twe sets of door-to-door Jurve], the volunteers met 1000 women face~
to~face to build an audience ﬁr the {@ﬁi‘m?ﬁua a valuable asset was
create([for the t&ftatz’on that can be tagojoe([ both ﬁr cfSWunt[ lfeyont[ as
the database contains detailed informatz’on on the expectations ﬁom radio
programmes, and the kind offr(vjrammea in which community is u/z'ffz'nj to
participate.. zﬁun’nj the course of the year, programmes with direct
community participation skould be designed and afl these women invited to
participate. Tketr presence in the programme will make the radio more

refevant te its fisteners.

Turther, eack of the Jurve}/ez[ kousekio/d carries a bright coloured sticker,
Jorocfaimz’:nj the name of the channel {@%mztﬁe ﬁequency written in
Tamil whick will serve as a constant reminder to the community of the
existence cf K@ﬂ@‘m%w@ver the production team needs to EeeJo in
ﬁcu& the ﬁffowinj:

1. Jke socio- economic c[iesyoarity in the communz’ty s very wide but
needs and concerns are similar. yﬁerefora it would be a cﬁaffenje to

mafe the programmes refevant to afl sections.

2. &tﬁ'o fiateninj habits of the community as re:][‘fectetf in the data is a
very encouraging. {@ﬂ@mz;eetﬂf to involve communz’t]
members on a rejufar basis to tap this asset and ([evefoJo a sense of
ow‘ner&/ﬁja with the radic station to Hecome a constant source of

z'nformatz’o:n ﬁr everyone.
3. g‘rouf fistening is and cg?lizactz’vitiegf afreat{}/ extst within the

communz’ty. %erefore group fartz'cz('jaatz’on in radio Jprogrammes

z'nVOfvinj experts will be a suitable ﬁrmat ﬁr K@WZZ‘W

11



4- {@ﬂi‘mz‘;i/f also have to devise ways of recording the women in

their Fomes ﬁequent{y as women seem to he partners in earnz’nj and

may not ﬁnc[ time to come fbr recorcfinj to the studio.

5. HAsuitable time fbr broadcast of the 3mr0jramme6 fhas to he
worked out as the fz’&tener&/t‘zj is /fz:yffest in the morning but
concentration is on entertainment pregrammes. E%z'a best not to ge into
competition wit/ffowerfuf entertainment channels but c[eveIOJa
fi&tenz’nj Fabit f;)r qgaf%rocyramme in a time slot in collaboration
with “5?:@2”7"[ communz’t}/ members.

6. Findings & Gap Areas

?For mnc[ Wtﬁ& survey threw up intere&tz’nj contrasts in

informatz’on.

a. Jhkis communit}/ tﬁoujﬁ fz'vinj in a close jBOJraJaFicaf area and
tfeJaenL[ant on simifar economic actz’vit}/ shows with socio- economic
cﬁ'.{]oarz'ty. This must be Eeft in mind Wﬁdicﬁffanninj ﬁrJorOJrammeJ.

b. Jke communit}/ is fiterate and caJoaife of absorbing information tﬁroujﬁ
media z'ncfut[inj radio.

c. &u[ar informatz’on on child Fkealth, pregnancy, Jocal health issues and

Jeasonaffrecautiona will ﬁeneﬂt the communz’ty.

7. Recommendations of CEMCA
A. Tke women ﬁom the community will on{}/ get inte the habit ofrut[i'o
fz'&te:nz':nj #‘tﬁe] are rejufar Joartz’cz('}oanta in the programmes.

12



ﬂsc(rticéjaatory Jarocfuction tec/fnz'que& are eJJentz’affbr the dcience ﬁr
Women programmes in {@9@"(53&20

B. tommunz'ty knows that radio is a dependable source ofz'nformatz’on.
This is a very important asset var {@@mnffarticépatory
programmes planned with JocaS z'nformatz'on needs will make the radio
c/fannemeJaufar.

C. ‘Community shows interest in interacting with experts. cﬁ«yrdmm&f
fike Ja/fone— in, interactive queJtz'on— answer sessions would interest the

communz’ty women.

{@%ﬂmﬁas some jpresence in the area bhut it is almost marjz’naf. Tke

Jpregramme Jafanner& need to Eeef n ﬁcu& the communit}/ needs, involve a
wide cross- section cf the community members and devise programmes

whick are Jaartz’cz:]aatory.

There is afread:}/ awareness within the communz’t}/ on the imJoortance ofrarﬁo
as a source of informatz’on and {,@W?i‘mz;eetﬁf to build on this availabl/e

asset.

This report fas summarised on{}/ the broad ﬁntﬁ'nj.s .ﬂetaifec[ tables in the
tgyJoentfz’x may be Jooked at fbr cross tabulations of fabits ant[freferencea

with int[efent[ent variables.
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