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1. Project Context 
1.1  The Background
The  Commonwealth  Educational  Media  Centre  for  Asia  (CEMCA) 
catalyse d  and  supporte d  by  Rashtriya Vigyan Evam  Prodyogiki Sanchar 
Parishad (RVPSP), Depart m e nt  of  Scienc e  and  Tec hn o l o g y ,  Govern m e n t  of  
India,  New  Delhi,  has  e m b a r k e d  on  a  pan- Indian  proje ct  to  evaluate  and  
enc o ur a g e  understandin g  and  application  of  scien c e  in  ev ery day  life  for  
w o m e n .  Entitled  ‘ Science for Women’  (SFW ) this  proje ct  ai m s  to  reach  out  
to  the  w o m e n  in  the  poorly  literate  and  literary  challe n g e d  secti ons  of  
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soci ety  both  in  the  urban  and  rural  sect ors  across  the  country.  Throu g h  
participatory  progra m m e s  specially  desig n e d  with  specific  issues  of  
Nutrition & Health in  focus  and  using  the  co m m u n ity  participat ory  for m  of  
radio- pro gra m m i n g ,  this  proje ct  will  study  ho w  best  w o m e n  can  be  
introduc e d  to  the  ben efits  of  scien c e  in  daily  life.  The  proje ct  duration  is  at 
prese nt  tw o  financial  years  and  in  the  first  phase,  it  is  planne d  to  op erate  
throug h  a  sele ct e d  nu m b e r  of  Com m u nity  Radio  Stations  (CRs) licens e d  to  
educati o n al  institutions  and  reach  out  to  w o m e n  living  in  co m m u n iti e s  
co v e r e d  within  the  prim ary  and  sec o n d ary  catch m e n t  areas  of  these  lo w  
po w e r  FM radio  stations.
A pilot  study  for  the  proje ct  was  condu ct e d  at  Anna  FM, Anna  University,  
Chennai  during  the  year  20 0 4- 20 0 5 .   Eightee n  educati on al  institutions  whic h  
had  be e n  grante d  the  licens e  to  run  co m m u n ity  participat ory  radio  stations  
w er e  invited  to  a  w o r k s h o p  held  on  March  8  and  9,  20 0 7 ,  under  the  aegis  of  
RVPSP and  at  the  end  of  the  w or k s h o p  eac h  of  the  participating  educatio n al  
institutions  was  aske d  to  sub m it  prop o s als  suited  to  de v e l o p  the  Scienc e  for  
Wom e n  Progra m m e  thou g h  the  co m m u n ity  radio  stations  run  by  the  
institute.   

CEMCA with  its  exp ertise  in  resear c h,  co m m u n ity  participation  and  
capacity  buildin g,  was  sele ct e d  as  the  nodal  organization  and  was  aske d  to  
sub m it  a  co m p r e h e n s i v e  prop o sal  to  RVPSP for  impl e m e n t in g  and  
m o nit orin g  the  proje ct.  CEMCA’s role  in  the  proje ct  is  extensiv e  - CEMCA 
is  the  focal  organizati on  for  sele cti o n  of  educati o n al  institutions.  It has  be e n  
entrusted  with  the  follo w i n g  resp o nsi bility:

a) Help  in  identifying  the  co m m u n iti e s  and  con du ct  a  baselin e  study  to  
profile  the  co m m u n iti es  within  the  catch m e nt  areas  of  the  co m m u n ity  
radio  station  

b) Act  as  facilitator  for  capa city  buildin g  within  the  students  and  the  
w o m e n  fro m  the  co m m u n iti e s  so  that  the  progra m m e s  dev el o p e d  can  
be  truly  co m m u n ity  participatory,  
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c) Ensure  that  the  progra m m e s  are  of  interesting  en ou g h  to  m oti v at e  the  
w o m e n  participating/listening  to  understand  the  imp ortanc e  of  
scien c e  in  ev ery day  life

d) Ensure  prop er  utilization  of  the  funds  gen er at e d  by  RVPSP.

CEMCA has  design e d  the  imple m e n t ati o n  progra m m e  in  tw o  phases:  
 The  first  phas e  consists  of  a  bas elin e  study  condu ct e d  under  the  

supervisi o n  of  a  CEMCA appoint ed  expert  using  students  fro m  the  
educati o n al  institution  and  w o m e n  fro m  co m m u n iti e s.  Throug h  
this  study  a  profile  of  the  co m m u n ity  is  m app e d,  the  current  
practic e s  and  kn o w l e d g e  base  vis- à- vis  a  rang e  of  issues/subj e cts  
in  the  co m m u n ity  docu m e nt e d  and  assess m e nt  m a d e  of  the  nee ds  
and  shortc o m i n g s.  The  baselin e  study  is  also  desig n e d  to  m oti v at e  
the  students  to  understand  and  interact  with  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  
and  de v e l o p  awar en e s s  within  the  co m m u n ity  about  the  FM 
chann el  run  by  the  educatio n al  institution.  

 In the  sec o n d  phase,  w or k s h o p s  are  con du ct e d  in  the  educatio n al  
institutions  for  a  capacity  building  exercis e  for  the  productio n  tea m  
w hi c h  will  desig n  and  produc e  co m m u n ity  participat ory  radio  
progra m m e s  with  the  central  the m e  of  Nutrition  &  Health.  
Com m u nity  participatory  progra m m e s  similar  to  the  pilots  
de v e l o p e d  in  the  Capacity  Building  Worksh o p  will  be  produc e d  
regularly  and  br oa d c a st  fro m  the  chann el  daily  fro m  a  date  
mutually  agre e d  bet w e e n  RVPSP and  the  institute..

 Once  the  bro ad c a sts  hav e  started  regularly  fro m  the  sele ct e d  
Com m u nity  Radio  chann e l,  CEMCA will  dev el o p  a  m et h o d o l o g y  
for  evaluation  of  the  proje ct.
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Fourtee n  Educational  Institutions  granted  licens e  to  set  up  Com m u nity  
Radio  Stations  by  I&B Ministry  hav e  be e n  sele ct e d  by  CEMCA and  RVPSP 
for  aw ardin g  the  SFW Project.  The  follo w i n g  report  is  the  finding  fro m  the  
baselin e  study  for  KONGU FM Radio  licens e d  to  Kongu  Engineering 
College in  Perendurai,  Erode  Distt., Ta mil  Nadu.

 

2. Profile of KONGU  FM  

KONGU  FM,  the  co m m u n ity  radio  is  run  by  Kongu  Engine erin g  Colleg e  in  
Perandurai,  Erode  District,Ta m il  Nadu.  The  br oa d c a sts  started  fro m  7 th  

August,  20 0 5 ,  on  90.4MHz  ov er  a  radius  of  1 5 k m ,  co v e rin g  a  rural  
populatio n,  esse ntially  agricultural  co m m u n iti e s  w h e r e  literacy  is  lo w  and  
health  issues  are  vital.

The  station  was  for m ally  inaugurated  by  the  for m e r  Vice- Chancell or  of  
Madurai  Kamraj  University,  Prof.  S.V.ChittiBabu.  Activities  of  the  
co m m u n ity  radio  station  include  regular  visit  by  the  produ cti o n  tea m  to  the  
villag e s,  and  the  station  enc o ur a g e s  villag ers  to  co m e  to  the  radio  station,  
understand  ho w  it  w or k s,  and  pro m o t e s  student– c o m m u n it y  interacti o n.  As 
Dr. K. Thang araj,  Coordinat or  of  KONGU FM says,  the  focus  of  the  radio  
station  is  to  enc o ura g e  the  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  to  speak  out  their  nee d s  and  
ideas  and  learn  to  articulate  their  thoug ht  and  grie v a n c e s .  This  he  feels  is  the  
first  step  to w ar ds  dev el o p m e n t .

3.   Baseline Study Objectives & Design
3.1 Objectives
The  bas elin e  study  aim s  to  achie v e :

 Docu m e nt ati o n  of  the  soci o- ec o n o m i c  and  de m o g r a p hi c  profile  of  the  
target  listeners
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 Understandin g  of  the  m e di a  habits  of  the  w o m e n ,  with  particular  
refer en c e  to  Radio,  

 Identify  the  issues  of  con c e r n  for  the  co m m u n ity   
 Assess  the  willing n e s s/interest   am o n g  w o m e n  for  participation   in  the  

co m m u n ity  radio  initiativ e  
 Build awar e n e s s  for  the  Com m u nity  Radio  and  SFW progra m m e s

    
 3.2  Study Methodology  

3.2a  Sample 
The  bas e  line  study  was  initiated  fro m  29 th November  –  1st December, 
2007 .  Ther e  w er e  54  participants  in  all,  m o st  of  the m  fro m  the  co m m u n ity.  
The  institution  sent  5  students  and  8  faculty  m e m b e r s  of  Kongu  Engine erin g  
Colleg e.   The  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  at  the  w or k s h o p  includ e d  w o m e n  fro m  
Self-Help  Groups,  traine e s  fro m  District  Institute  of  Educational  Training,  
hous e w i v e s  fro m  villag e  ho m e s  and  w o m e n  fro m  co m m u n ity  living  near  the  
colle g e .  The  areas  sele ct e d  for  the  baselin e  study  w er e  as  listed  bel o w :

 Nathakattupalaya m
 Kasu
 Ellaim e du  Chenni m al ai  Road
 Perudurai
 V.Vellod e
 Yallpalaya m

All these  villag e s  (except  Prundurai) are  locate d  within  a  radius  of  7k m  fro m  
the  Kongu  Colleg e  Campus  and  the  signal  of  KONGU FM was  clearly  
audibl e  in  all  the  ho m e s  during  the  survey.  Perudurai  is  the  urban  area  
around  the  ca m p us  wh er e  the  signals  are  very  stron g.
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This  was  the  sec o n d  surv ey  undertak e n  in  Kongu.  The  first  w o r k s h o p  and  
the  survey  follo w i n g  the  w or k s h o p  held  earlier  with  Jai Chandira m  had  to  be  
discard e d  as  the  databas e  was  found  to  be  unsatisfact ory.  

3. 2b  Instrument
The  questio n nair e  in  Kongu  Baseline  Survey  is  m ar g inally  different  fro m  the  
questi o nn air e  in  oth er  institutions  as  Ms. Jai Chandira m  had  decid e d  t o  use  
the  UNESCO dev el o p e d  Baseline  Study  for m at.  As that  questio n nair e  had  
be e n  translated  and  printed  in  hug e  nu m b e r,  for  the  sec o n d  bas elin e  study  
under  Mr. R. Mahade va n ’ s  guidan c e  too  the  sa m e  questi on n air e  had  be e n  
used.  There  is  a  differen c e  in  the  thrust  bet w e e n  the  CEMCA dev e l o p e d  
questi o nn air e  and  the  UNESCO questi on n air e  but  m o st  of  the  nec e s sary  
infor m ati o n  could  be  solicite d.  
The  UNESCO questio n nair e  provid e s  the  follo w i n g  sets  of  infor m ati o n:

a) Infor m ati o n  on  soci o - ec o n o m i c  profile  of  the  co m m u n ity
b) Media  habits  of  the  listeners-  o w n e r s hip,  frequ e n c y  of  listening,  

interest,  utility
c) Infor m ati o n  on  issues  like  health  hazards,  fa mily  plannin g,  social  

hygi e n e ,  childcar e
d) Profile  of  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  –  educati on,  m arital  status,  size  of  

fa mily

3. 3  Data Collection
Mr. R. Mahade va n  was  appoint ed  by  CEMCA as  the  local  exp ert  for  
con du ctin g  the  3- day  Baseline  study  Worksh op.  The  w or k s h o p  was  for m a lly  
inaugurated  on  29 th Nove m b e r   by  Dr.  K. Thang araj,  Coordinat or  for  
KONGU FM, w h o  explain e d  to  the  participants  the  purpos e  of  the  w or k s h o p  
and  ho w  it  w o ul d  help  in  m a ki n g  the  progra m m e s  fro m  KONGU FM m o r e  
listener- oriente d.  Mr.  Mahade va n  detailed  out  the  proc e d ur e  for  data  
colle cti o n  and  the  rational e  be hind  the  questio n nair e . 
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A on e- day  introduct ory  w or k s h o p  was  held  prior  to  the  data  colle cti o n  
w o r k s h o p  to  explain  the  nee d  for  a  fresh  data  coll e cti o n  and  wh er e  the  
volunte ers  nee d  to  be  extra  careful  so  that  the  data  can  be  mat c h e d  with  the  
national  tabulation  syste m .  During  the  w or k s h o p  training  was  giv e n  throug h  
m o c k - intervi e w s  and  tips  w er e  giv e n  on  ho w  to  ask  questi o ns  to  obtain  the  
exact  infor m ati o n.  All the  students  w er e  told  carry  ca m e r a s  and  a  field  tea m  
was  created  for  data  colle cti o n,  phot o g r ap hy  and  cross- che c k i n g  the  data.  
This  tea m  includ e d:
i)  5  student  volunte ers  w h o  had  so m e  exp osur e  to  co m m u n ity  participat ory  
radio  
    produ cti on

ii) Staff co or dinat ors  fro m  Kongu  Engine erin g  Colleg e

iii)  40  co m m u n ity  volunte ers  includin g  m e m b e r s  of  local  Self-Help 
Groups  and    traine e s  fro m  the  District  Institute  of  Educational  
Training

The  participants  w er e  divid e d  into  5  groups  eac h  consisting  of  on e  student,  
on e  staff  m e m b e r ,  tw o  traine es  for  the  district  institute  and  three  co m m u n ity  
w o m e n .  The  proc e s s  of  data  coll e cti o n  was  interactiv e.  In addition,  a  tea m  
was  for m e d  under  the  guidan c e  of  Mr. R. Mahadev a n,  to  proc e ss  the  data  
im m e d i at ely  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  three- day  w or k s h o p  a  detailed  picture  
of  the  de m o g r a p hi c  charact er  of  the  target  audien c e/participant  w o uld  
e m e r g e .

4. Data Analysis – Community Profile

4.1 The overall picture
The  total  data  is  base d  on  6 1 3  resp on d e nts.  Amon g  these  77 %  w er e  m arried  
w o m e n  and  nearly  62 5  in  the  ag e  rang e  of  20- 40  years.  4. 1 %  of  the  
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resp o n d e nts  w er e  w o m e n  abo v e  the  ag e  of  60  years.  The  co m m u n ity  is  
ess entially  Hindu  (95 % )  with  only  35  Muslim  and  1 %  Christian  found  
a m o n g  the  resp o n d e nts.  Despite  bein g  a  agricultural  co m m u n ity  the  
educati o n  lev el  am o n g  the  w o m e n  is  enc o ur a g i n g.  48 %  w o m e n  w er e  literate  
and  educat e d  upto  SSLC lev el.  But ov er  2 2 %  w er e  also  found  illiterate,  
sho w i n g  wid e  gap  in  the  soci o- ec o n o m i c  status  of  the  co m m u n ity.  A larg e  
nu m b e r  of  w o m e n  w er e  daily  wa g e  w o r k e r s  (40.6 % )  and  anoth er  20 %  
eng a g e d  in  agricultural  activities.  66 %  w o m e n  reported  that  husban d  was  the  
head  of  the  fa mily  and  lived  in  the  hous e.
Ref: Charts No. 6, 16, 18, 19, 22, 43

4. 2  Socio-economic profile 
The  co m m u n ity  is  entirely  rural  with  wid e n  differen c e  in  the  soci o- ec o n o m i c  
con diti ons.   The  pri mary  activity  of  the  co m m u n ity  is  far min g,  with  40 %  
w o r ki n g  as  agricultural  hands.  More  than  47 %  w o m e n  bel o n g  to  hous e h o l d s  
earning  bel o w  Rs. 1 5 0 0  per  m o nt h  and  only  2 1 %  had  water  conn e cti o n  in  
the  hous e  for  drinkin g  water.  Over  50 %  of  the  w o m e n  had  to  dep e n d  upon  
co m m o n  wat er  sourc e  like  roadsid e  tap  or  public  hand  pu mp  for  drinking  
wat er.  How e v e r  nearly  1 0 %  of  the  w o m e n  reported  m o nt hly  inc o m e  in  the  
rang e  of  Rs. 30 0 1 - 60 0 0  and  an  equal  perc e nta g e  of  girls  w er e  students  wh o  
did  not  hav e  to  participate  in  fa mily  earning.  The  co m m u n ity  did  not  report  
any  lack  of  e m p l o y m e n t  opp ortunity  for  m e n  or  w o m e n  in  the  area  and  w er e  
awar e  of  the  advanta g e s  of  joining  self  help  groups  for  impr o v i n g  their  
ov er all  conditio n.  The  soci o- ec o n o m i c  div er g e s  in  the  co m m u n ity  was  m o st  
starkly  depicte d  in  the  kitch e ns  –  w hil e  50 %  ho m e s  proudly  display e d  their  
LPG con n e cti o n,  ov er  3 2 %  ad m itted  fire w o o d  as  their  only  sourc e  of  heat  
for  co o k i n g .
Ref: Charts 15, 44, 52, 111, 113

4.3 Lifestyle Indicators 
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76 %  of  the  ho m e s  had  a  radio  with  FM conn e cti o n.  Another  68 %  also  
wat c h e d  televisi o n  regularly.  Beyond  this  no  further  infor m ati o n  is  availabl e  
fro m  the  preset  data  availa bl e  fro m  the  surv ey  as  the  questi on n air e  did  not  
solicit  any  infor m ati o n  on  life- style  indicat ors.  34 %  of  the  w o m e n  had  
private  toilet  facilities  but  50 %  had  to  use  op en  fields  onc e  again  sho w i n g  
the  extent  of  disparity  in  the  regi o n.  Over  54 %  ho m e s  had  an  ele ctrical  
grind er  but  only  6 %  had  a  refrig erat or  and  4 %  o w n e d  a  washin g  m a c h i n e .
Ref: Charts  45, 58, 59, 112 

4.4 Condition of Women – literacy, education, status  within 
family

As already  indicate d,  a  very  larg e  perc enta g e  of  the  w o m e n  w er e  literate  
(45.8 % )  and  a  fe w  girls  w er e  educat ed  abo v e  HSC (1 1 . 7 % )  as  w ell.  Over  
37 %  w er e  m e m b e r s  of  SHGs but  anoth er  50 %  said  they  had  not  heard  about  
SHG indicating  the  wid e  gap  in  infor m ati o n,  educati o n  and  intra- social  
co m m u n i c ati o n.  
 Ref: Charts 23, 52, 53, 54, 

4.5 Primary issues of concern in community
Mosquito  is  a  m aj or  probl e m  as  reported  by  53 %  of  w o m e n  and  Chikan  - 
Guniya  the  m o st  trouble s o m e  diseas e  for  36 %  of  the  fa milies.  Pediatric  
health  probl e m  is  anoth er  serious  con c e r n.
Ref: Charts  46, 49

4.6    Primary issues of concern in household
The  w o m e n  are  m o st  con c e r n e d  with  impr o v i n g  the  ov erall  living  standard  
of  the  family.  They  w o ul d  like  to  learn  m or e  crafts  throug h  radio  for  ov erall  
impr o v e m e n t  of  living  standards  but  nee d  expert  guidan c e .  The  fa mily  
dep e n ds  upon  elders  and  neig h b o u r s  as  their  sourc e  of  infor m ati o n  and  
support  syste m .
Ref: Charts 85, 86, 101 – 128
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4.7   Media Profile –ownership, consumption, needs
1 9 %  of  the  resp o n d e nts  reported  readin g  ne w s p a p er s  daily  whil e  2 2 %  nev er  
read  any  ne w sp ap e r.  Similarly  1 4 %  oc c a si o n ally  read  m a g azin e s  and  27 %  
nev er  sa w  any.  The  enc o ura g in g  infor m ati o n  was  that  ov er  76 %  o w n e d  radio  
with  FM band  and  w er e  regular  listeners  (64 % ).  70 %  also  watc h e d  
televisi o n  daily.   The  usual  listening  hours  are  in  the  m o r nin g  upto  1 0 a m  and  
in  the  hous e.  1 5  said  they  w er e  awar e  of  KONGU FM. The  co m m u n ity  is  
able  to  pick  up  infor m ati o n  throu g h  radio/Tele visi o n  ne w s  and  infor m ati v e  
progra m m e s ,  Ther e  is  no  special  prefer en c e  for  any  local  diale ct  and  the  data  
sho w s  on  issues  like  family  health,  infor m ati o n  on  diet,  on  ho w  adol e s c e nt  
childre n  can  be  guide d,  epide m i c s  and  seas o n al  health  con c e r n s  in  addition  
to  agricultural  ne w s  are  issues  w h er e  m e d ia  is  consid er e d  a  dep en d a b l e  
sourc e  of  infor m ati o n.  1 2 % - 28 %  resp o n d e nts  replied  that  they  used  radio  as  
a  sourc e  of  infor m ati o n  regularly.
Ref: Charts 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 63, 64, 65, 80-88, 90

4.8 Community participation in CR  programmes 
At prese nt  the  co m m u n ity  participatio n  in  KONGU FM progra m m e s  is  very  
limited  but  4 1 %  w ante d  to  participate  in  radio  progra m m e s .  The  co m m u n ity  
felt  m o r e  participatory  progra m m e s ,  espe c ially  interactiv e  progra m m e  with  
experts  will  be  useful.  30 %  also  sho w e d  interest  in  radio  pres entati on  and  
anoth er  the  high e st  interest  was  on  pro gra m m e s  on  agriculture  (24 % )  and  on  
traditional  vo c ati o n al  training  like  tailoring,  handicrafts  foo d  proc e s sin g  etc.  
. 
Ref: Charts 78, 79, 94, 96-110

5.   Implications for KONGU  FM
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In the  tw o  sets  of  do or- to- do or  surv ey,  the  v olunte er s  m et  1 0 0 0  w o m e n  face-
to- face  to  build  an  audien c e  for  the  KONGU FM. Thus  a  valuabl e  asset  was  
create d  for  the  CR station  that  can  be  tapped  both  for  SFW and  bey o n d  as  
the  databas e  contains  detailed  infor m ati o n  on  the  expe ctatio ns  fro m  radio  
progra m m e s ,  and  the  kind  of  progra m m e s  in  w hi c h  co m m u n ity  is  willing  to  
participate..  During  the  cours e  of  the  year,  progra m m e s  with  direct  
co m m u n ity  participation  should  be  desig n e d  and  all  these  w o m e n  invited  to  
participate.  Their  prese n c e  in  the  pro gra m m e  will  ma k e  the  radio  m or e  
rele v a nt  to  its  listeners.

Further,  eac h  of  the  survey e d  hous e h o l d  carries  a  brig ht  col our e d  stick er,  
proclai m i n g  the  na m e  of  the  chann el  KONGU FM, the  frequ e n c y  written  in  
Ta m il  w hi c h  will  serv e  as  a  constant  re m in d e r  to  the  co m m u n ity  of  the  
existen c e  of  KONGU FM. Howe v e r  the  producti o n  tea m  nee d s  to  ke ep  in  
focus  the  follo w i n g :

1. The  soci o- ec o n o m i c  disparity  in  the  co m m u n ity  is  very  wid e  but  
nee ds  and  con c e r n s  are  similar.  Theref or e  it w ould  be  a  challe n g e  to  
m a k e  the  progra m m e s  rele v a nt  to  all  sectio ns.  

2. Radio  listening  habits  of  the  co m m u n ity  as  reflect e d  in  the  data  is  a  
very  enc o ura g in g .  KONGU FM ne e ds  to  inv ol v e  co m m u n ity  
m e m b e r s  on  a  regular  basis  to  tap  this  asset  and  de v e l o p  a  sense  of  
o w n e r s hip  with  the  radio  station  to  be c o m e  a  constant  sourc e  of  
infor m ati o n  for  ev ery o n e .

 
3. Group  listening  is  and  SHG activities  already  exist  within  the  

co m m u n ity.  Ther ef or e  group  participatio n  in  radio  progra m m e s  
inv ol vi n g  experts  will  be  a  suitable  for m at  for  KONGU FM. 
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4. KONGU FM will  also  hav e  to  devis e  ways  of  rec or din g  the  w o m e n  in  
their  ho m e s  freque ntly  as  w o m e n  see m  to  be  partners  in  earnin g  and  
m ay  not  find  tim e  to  co m e  for  rec or din g  to  the  studio.

5. A suitable  tim e  for  broad c a st  of  the  SFW progra m m e s  has  to  be  
w o r k e d  out  as  the  listen ership  is  high e st  in  the  m o r nin g  but  
con c e ntratio n  is  on  entertain m e nt  progra m m e s .  It is  best  not  to  go  into  
co m p e titi o n  with  po w e rful  entertain m e nt  chann els  but  de v e l o p  
listenin g  habit  for  SFW progra m m e  in  a  tim e  slot  in  colla b o r ati o n  
with  SHGs and  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s .

6. Findings & Gap Areas

For  CEMCA and  RVPSP, this  survey  thre w  up  interesting  contrasts  in  
infor m ati o n.  

a. This  co m m u n ity  thoug h  living  in  a  clos e  ge o g r ap hi c al  area  and  
dep e n d a nt  on  similar  ec o n o m i c  activity  sho w s  with  soci o - ec o n o m i c  
disparity.  This  must  be  kept  in  mind  whi c h  planning  for  progra m m e s .  

b. The  co m m u n ity  is  literate  and  capa bl e  of  abs or bin g  infor m ati o n  throug h  
m e d i a  including  radio.  

c. Regular  infor m ati o n  on  child  health,  pregna n c y,  local  health  issues  and  
seas o n al  precautions  will  ben efit  the  co m m u n ity.  

7. Recommendations of CEMCA
A. The  w o m e n  fro m  the  co m m u n ity  will  only  get  into  the  habit  of  radio  

listenin g  if they  are  regular  participants  in  the  progra m m e s .  
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Participatory  producti o n  techni qu e s  are  esse ntial  for  the  Scienc e  for  
Wom e n  pro gra m m e s  in  KONGU FM.

B. Com m u nity  kno w s  that  radio  is  a  dep e n d a b l e  sourc e  of  infor m ati o n.  
This  is  a  very  imp ortant  asset  for  KONGU FM and  participatory  
progra m m e s  planne d  with  local  infor m ati o n  ne ed s  will  m a k e  the  radio  
chann el  popular.  

C. Com m u nity  sho w s  interest  in  interacting  with  experts.  Progra m m e s  
like  phon e- in,  interactiv e  questi on- ans w e r  sessi o ns  w ould  interest  the  
co m m u n ity  w o m e n .

KONGU FM has  so m e  pres en c e  in  the  area  but  it  is  al m o st  m ar g inal.  The  
progra m m e  planners  nee d  to  ke ep  in  focus  the  co m m u n ity  nee ds,  inv ol v e  a  
wid e  cross-  secti on  of  the  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  and  devis e  progra m m e s  
w hi c h  are  participatory.  

Ther e  is  already  awar e n e s s  within  the  co m m u n ity  on  the  imp ortanc e  of  radio  
as  a  sourc e  of  infor m ati o n  and  KONGU FM nee ds  to  build  on  this  availa bl e  
asset.

This  report  has  su m m a r is e d  only  the  br oa d  findings  .Detailed  tables  in  the  
appendix  ma y  be  lo o k e d  at  for  cross  tabulations  of  habits  and  prefer en c e s  
with  indep e n d e nt  variabl e s.  
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