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1. Project Context 
1.1  The Background
The  Commonwealth  Educational  Media  Centre  for  Asia  (CEMCA) 
catalyse d  and  supporte d  by  Rashtriya  Vigyan  Evam  Prodyogiki  Sanchar 
Parishad (RVPSP), Depart m e nt  of  Scienc e  and  Tec hn o l o g y ,  Govern m e n t  of  
India,  New  Delhi,  has  e m b a r k e d  on  a  pan- Indian  proje ct  to  evaluate  and  
enc o ur a g e  understandin g  and  applicatio n  of  scien c e  in  ev ery d ay  life  for  w o m e n .  
Entitled  ‘Scienc e  for  Wom e n ’  (SFW) this  proje ct  ai m s  to  reac h  out  to  the  
w o m e n  in  the  po orly  literate  as  w ell  as  literary  challen g e d  sectio ns  of  soci ety  
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both  in  the  urban  and  rural  sect ors  across  the  country.  Throu g h  participatory  
progra m m e s  specially  desig n e d  with  specific  issues  in  focus  and  using  the  
co m m u n ity  participatory  for m  of  radio- progra m m i n g  this  proje ct  will  study  
ho w  best  w o m e n  can  be  enc o ura g e d  to  the  ben efits  of  scien c e  in  daily  life.  The  
proje ct  duration  is  at  prese nt  tw o  financial  years  and  in  the  first  phase,  it  is  
planne d  to  op erate  throug h  a  sele ct e d  nu m b e r  of  Com m u nity  Radio  Stations  
(CRs) licens e d  to  educati o nal  institutions  and  reach  out  to  w o m e n  living  in  
co m m u n iti es  co v e r e d  within  the  prim ary  and  sec o n d ar y  catch m e nt  areas  of  
these  lo w  po w e r  FM radio  stations.
A pilot  study  for  the  proje ct  was  condu ct e d  at  Anna  FM, Anna  University,  
Chennai  during  the  year  20 0 4- 20 0 5 .   Eightee n  educati on al  institutions  whic h  
had  be e n  grante d  the  licens e  to  run  co m m u n ity  participat ory  radio  stations  w er e  
invited  to  a  w or k s h o p  held  on  March  8  and  9,  20 0 7 ,  under  the  aegis  of  RVPSP 
and  at  the  end  of  the  w o r k s h o p  eac h  of  the  participating  educati o nal  institutions  
w er e  ask e d  to  sub m it  prop o s als  suited  to  de v e l o p  the  Scienc e  for  Wom e n  
Progra m m e  thoug h  the  co m m u n ity  radio  stations  run  by  the  institutes.   

CEMCA with  its  expertise  in  researc h,  co m m u n ity  participation  and  capacity  
building,  was  sele ct e d  as  the  nodal  org anization  and  was  ask ed  to  sub m it  a  
co m p r e h e n s i v e  prop o s al  to  RVPSP for  imple m e n ti n g  and  m o nit orin g  the  
proje ct.  CEMCA’s role  in  the  proje ct  is  extensiv e  -  CEMCA is  the  focal  
organization  for  sele cti o n  of  educati on al  institutions.  It has  be e n  entrusted  with  
the  follo w i n g  resp o nsi bility:

a) Help  in  identifying  the  co m m u n iti e s  and  con du ct  a  baselin e  study  to  
profile  the  co m m u n iti es  within  the  catch m e nt  areas  of  the  co m m u n ity  
radio  station  

b) Act  as  facilitator  for  capa city  buildin g  within  the  students  and  the  
w o m e n  fro m  the  co m m u n iti e s  so  that  the  progra m m e s  dev el o p e d  can  be  
truly  co m m u n ity  participatory,  
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c) Ensure  that  the  progra m m e s  are  of  interesting  en ou g h  to  m oti v at e  the  
w o m e n  participating/listening  to  understand  the  imp ortanc e  of  scien c e  in  
ev ery day  life

d) Ensure  prop er  utilization  of  the  funds  gen er at e d  by  RVPSP.

CEMCA has  design e d  the  imple m e n t ati o n  progra m m e  in  tw o  phases:  
 The  first  phas e  consists  of  a  bas elin e  study  condu ct e d  under  the  

supervisi o n  of  a  CEMCA appoint ed  expert  using  students  fro m  the  
educati o n al  institution  and  w o m e n  fro m  co m m u n iti e s.  Throug h  this  
study  a  profile  of  the  co m m u n ity  is  m app e d,  the  current  practice s  and  
kno w l e d g e  base  vis- à- vis  a  rang e  of  issues/subje cts  in  the  co m m u n ity  
do cu m e nt e d  and  assess m e nt  ma d e  of  the  nee ds  and  shortc o m i n g s .  The  
baselin e  study  is  also  desig n e d  to  m oti v at e  the  students  to  understand  
and  interact  with  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  and  de v e l o p  awar en e s s  
within  the  co m m u n ity  ab out  the  FM chann el  run  by  the  educati o n al  
institution.  

 In the  sec o n d  phase,  w or k s h o p s  are  con du ct e d  in  the  educatio n al  
institutions  for  a  capacity  building  exercis e  for  the  productio n  tea m s  
w hi c h  will  desig n  and  produc e  co m m u n ity  participat ory  radio  
progra m m e s  with  the  central  the m e  of  Nutrition  &  Health.  Thes e  
co m m u n ity  participatory  progra m m e s  will  be  br oa d c a st  fro m  the  
chann el  daily  follo w i n g  the  w or k s h o p .

Fourtee n  Educational  Institutions  granted  licens e  to  set  up  Com m u nity  Radio  
Stations  by  I&B Ministry  hav e  be e n  sele ct e d  by  CEMCA and  RVPSP for  
awardin g  the  SFW Project.  The  follo w i n g  rep ort  is  the  finding  fro m  the  baselin e  
study  for  JIMS FM Radio  licens e d  to  Jagganath  Institute of Management 
Sciences  (JIMS)  in  Rohini,  Delhi.  This  is  the  first  privately  o w n e d  Radio  
station  in  the  Com m u nity  Radio  Categ ory  set  up  in  the  National  Capital  Region.  
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2. Profile of JIMS  FM  Radio Service in Rohini, NCR

JIMS  FM ,  the  co m m u n ity  radio  is  run  by  students  of  Jagannath  Institute  of  
Manage m e nt  Scienc e s  in  Rohini  is  the  first  Com m u nity  Radio  set  up  in  the  
National  Capital  Region.  The  station  has  be e n  allotted  the  frequ e n c y  96.9FM . 
The  prim ary  co v er a g e  areas  within  a  radius  of  5k m  around  the  Institute  are  all  
reha bilitation  allot m e nt s  of  mi gr at ory  lab our ers  fro m  adjoinin g  states.  This  FM 
can  reach  out  to  the  thickly  populated  resid e ntial  col o ni e s  -  Rithala,  
Mangolpuri,  Budhvihar  and  Shabad  Dairy.  Most of  thes e  areas  are  slu m s  w h er e  
basic  the  urban  facilities  are  availa bl e.  

The  original  FM frequ e n c y  allotted  to  the  institute  was  90.4FM, the  frequ e n c y  
ear m ar k e d  for  co m m u n ity  radio.  But Delhi  already  has  a  nu m b e r  of  high  po w e r  
FM trans m itters  o w n e d  by  private  co m m e r c i a l  FM broa d c a st ers  theref or e  the  
allotted  frequ e n c y  was  chan g e d  to  96.9FM so  that  the  JIMS FM signals  can  be  
heard  by  the  co m m u n ity  with out  interfere n c e .  During  the  baselin e  study,  spot-
che c k i n g  of  the  signals  sho w e d  the  radio  pro gra m m e s  are  still  not  co m f o rta bly  
heard  in  so m e  of  the  areas  co v e r e d  within  the  5Km  radius.  

Nirmala  Bhatnagar,  Director  of  the  Media  Studies  Centre  infor m s  that  the  
progra m m e s  focus  on  issues  relating  to  educati on,  health,  envir on m e n t,  youth,  
care er,  etc.,  alon g  with  co m m u n ity  de v e l o p m e n t .  The  obj e ctiv e  of  all  
progra m m e s  is  to  provid e  dev el o p m e n t  infor m ati o n  to  the  co m m u n ity  in  
addition  to  entertain m e nt.  At prese nt  the  radio  br oa d c a sts  daily  for  four  hours  
with  original  progra m m e  of  tw o  hours  in  the  m or nin g  w hi c h  is  repeate d  in  the  
afterno o n.  The  students  are  enc o ura g e d  to  Concei v e ,  Design  &  Broadcast  their  
o w n  progra m m e s  in  a  real  life  envir o n m e n t.  All students  of  4th,  5th  and  6th  
se m e st er  are  m a d e  to  write  tw o  scripts  eac h  as  part  of  their  cours e  cont e nt  for  
Radio.  The  radio  station  is  used  by  the  colle g e  as  lab orat ory  for  training  
students  specialisin g  in  radio  broa d c a st.
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3.   Baseline Study Objectives & Design
3.1 Objectives
The  bas elin e  study  aim s  to  achie v e :

 A do cu m e n t ati o n  of  the  soci o- ec o n o m i c  and  de m o g r a p hi c  profile  of  the  
target  listeners

 An in- depth  understandin g  of  the  m e d i a  habits  of  the  w o m e n ,  particularly  
with  refere n c e  to  Radio,  

 Identify  the  issues  of  con c e r n  for  the  co m m u n ity   
 Assess  the  willing n e s s/interest   am o n g  w o m e n  for  participation   in  the  

co m m u n ity  radio  initiativ e  
 Build awar e n e s s  for  the  Com m u nity  Radio  and  SFW progra m m e s

     3.2  Study Methodology  
3.2a  Sample 
The  bas e  line  study  was  initiated  fro m  October 28 th – November 5th, 2007 . The  
proje ct  was  m a d e  into  a  regular  acad e m i c  assign m e n t  for  the  sec o n d  year  
students  of  Media  Studies.  Both boys  and  girls  w er e  inv ol v e d  in  the  field  survey  
w o r k.  The  survey  co v e r e d  1 0 2 7 h o m e s  co v e rin g  the  follo w i n g  tw o  col o ni e s:

a)  Mangolpuri JJ  Colony area – 2-3km 

b)  Rithala Sector 24 – 2km 

Thes e  are  essentially  slu m s  locat ed  within  a  radius  of  3k m  fro m  the  ca m p us  of  
the  colle g e  and  the  signal  of  JIMS Radio  was  clearly  audible  in  the  sele ct e d  
localities..  Thou g h  slu m  area,  thes e  col o ni e s  hav e  de m a r c at e d  roads,  supply  of  
ele ctricity  and  wat er.  All the  hous es  w er e  pucca  constructio ns  with  prop er  roof.  
Ther e  is  prop er  drainag e  syste m  in  the  area  and  m e d i c al  facilities  and  sch o o l s  
are  situated  within  the  col o ni e s  Shops  and  oth er  retail  outlets  are  also  availa bl e  
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and  easy  acc e s s  to  the  hospitals  and  health  centres  is  availa bl e  to  m o st  of  the  
populatio n.

The  survey  ho w e v e r  was  not  very  m eti cul ou sly  condu ct e d.  Fro m  the  tabulation  
it appears  reliabl e  data  is  availa bl e  only  fro m  70 0  odd  resp o n d e nts.

3. 2b  Instrument
CEMCA desig n e d  a  detaile d  questi o nn air e  co m p risin g  of  m or e  than  45  
questi o ns  for  the  baselin e  study.  The  questi o nn air e  was  sent  to  JIMS Media  
Studies  Center  for  translation  into  Hindi  and  m o d ifie d  to  suit  the  local  linguistic  
profile.  The  translated  questi on nair e  was  rech e c k e d  and  finalized  in  
consultation  with  CEMCA bef or e  the  baselin e  study  w or k s h o p  co m m e n c e d .  
JIMS printed  1 2 0 0  copie s  of  the  questio n nair e  and  an  equal  nu m b e r  of  stick ers  
adv ertising  the  JIMS FM chann el  throug h  w hi c h  the  SFW progra m m e s  will  be  
broa d c a st  in  the  future  m o nt hs.  The  proc e s s  was  facilitated  by  Mrs Rukmini  
Vemraju  Progra m m e  Officer,  CEMCA and,  Ms. Bandana  Mukhopadh ya y,  
Consultant  CEMCA, and  Project  Assistant  Swati  Goel.  The  students  w er e  
explaine d  the  rational e  of  the  Base  Line  Study,  the  obj e ctiv e s  and  the  
expe ctatio ns  fro m  the  proje ct.  A si milar  exercis e  was  later  con du ct e d  with  
repres e ntativ e s  of  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  fro m  areas  sele ct e d  for  the  baselin e  
study.  
The  questio n nair e  consiste d  of  five  distinct  sectio ns:

a) Infor m ati o n  on  soci o - ec o n o m i c  and  de m o g r a p h i c  profile  of  the  
listeners  of  the  FM station  

b) Media  habits  of  the  listeners-  o w n e r s hip,  frequ e n c y  of  listening,  
interest,  utility

c) Current  infor m ati o n  sourc es  and  nature  of  solution  for  probl e m s  on  
issues  like  health  hazards,  family  plannin g,  social  hygie n e ,  childc ar e

d) Issues  of  local  imp ortan c e  
e) Issues  that  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  w o uld  like  to  hear  as  w ell  as  

participate  on  radio

3. 3  Data Collection
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A three- day  w or k s h o p  was  held  on  27 th -  29 th Octob er,  20 0 7 ,  to  explain  the  
entire  proje ct,  m et h o d o l o g y  of  data- colle cti o n,  nee d  for  the  baselin e  study,  
precautio ns  to  be  obs er v e d  w hil e  visiting  the  hous e h o l d s,  and  the  proc e d ur e  for  
tabulation.  The  w or k s h o p  was  con du ct e d  by  Bandana  Mukhopadh y ay,  
Consultant  for  Com m u nity  Radio  Projects,  CEMCA and  Rukmini  Vemraju,  
Progra m m e  Officer,  CEMCA, alon g  with  Project  Assistant  Swati  Goel.   A 
questi o n- by- questio n  discussi o n  of  the  survey  follo w e d  with  the  students  to  
clear  all  reser vati o n s  and  difficulties  ab out  the  questi o nn air e.  JIMS has  
appoint e d  Ms Deepa  Kapoor  and  Mr. Surrender  Dhaka  fro m  the  acad e m i c  staff  
as  the  Project  Coordinat ors  for  the  Baseline  Study  Progra m m e .  Mrs. Nirmala  
Bhatnagar  Direct or  of  the  Media  Studies  Depart m e nt  was  the  ov er all  super vis or  
of  the  proje ct.

Students  w er e  then  divid e d  into  sev eral  groups  each  co m p risin g  of  ab out  5- 7  
m e m b e r s  and  one  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r  w er e  linke d  to  eac h  group  to  assist  the m  
in  their  interacti on  with  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n .  Project  Assistant  Swati  w e nt  
around  with  the  groups  to  ma k e  sure  that  a  wid e  sectio n  of  the  reside nts  are  
co v e r e d  by  the  survey.  She  also  help e d  the m  fill  up  the  questi o nn air e  prop erly.  
As the  area  was  a  po or- literacy  zone,  the  pri mary  resp o nsi bility  of  filling  the  
questi o nn air e  was  entrusted  with  the  students.

The  data  was  colle ct e d  esse ntially  by  the  students  ov er  a  perio d  of  7- days  
starting  fro m  29 th Octob er  -5 th Nove m b e r .  In  eac h  hous e,  w h er e  students  
colle ct e d  the  data,  one  stick er  was  plac e d  on  the  wall  for  the  hous e h o l d  to  help  
de v e l o p  awar e n e s s  ab out  JIMS FM.  

4.  Data Analysis – Community Profile

4.1 The overall picture
The  Com m u nity  Profile  Analysis  is  base d  on  the  corre ct  and  co m p l et e  for m s  
filled  up  by  the  students.  In this  particular  instanc e,  ma ny  of  the  students  could  
not  fill  up  the  for m s  prop erly.  The  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  w er e  m o stly  illiterate  and  
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w er e  unable  offer  any  supp ort  to  the  students.  As a  result,  the  corr e ctly  filled  
questi o nn air e  nu m b e r s  bet w e e n   70 0- 90 0  as  contraste d  with  data  fro m  other  
educati o n al  institutes  w h er e  similar  bas elin e  studies  hav e  be e n  con du ct e d.  
How e v e r  the  data  sho w s  a  very  ho m o g e n e o u s  pattern  and  it can  be  safely  stated  
that  no  m aj or  de viatio n  of  the  inferen c e s  is  expe ct e d  with  a  larger  sa m pl e.  The  
students  visited  ov er  1 0 0 0  ho m e s  and  as  a  result  of  the  survey  activities,  the  
entire  neig h b o ur h o o d  has  be e n  sensitized  ab out  the  JIMS FM radio  br oa d c a sts.  

Accordin g  to  the  data  rec ei v e d  m aj ority  of  the  w o m e n  intervi e w e d  w er e  
m arrie d  (68 % )  and  the  resp o n d e nts  w er e  in  the  age  rang e  of  20- 40  year  with  
only  2.5 %  of  all  the  resp on d e nts  ab o v e  60  years  of  age.  The  co m m u n ity  is  
larg ely  Hindu  (ov er  88 % )  but  populatio n  includ es  a  sm all  perc e nta g e  of  Muslim  
fa milies  as  w ell.  Despite  bein g  a  urban  population,  literacy  perc e nta g e  was  
found  to  be  po or  with  34 %  in  the  illiterate  cate g o r y  and  just  ab out  20 %  sho w i n g  
sch o o l  educati o n  upto  pri mary  lev el.  But the  w o m e n  w er e  enga g e d  in  different  
kind  of  ec o n o m i c  activities  and  are  not  entirely  confine d  to  hous e k e e p i n g .  The  
area  lacks  syste m atic  social  w elfare  activities.  The  w o m e n  w er e  interest ed  to  
for m  self- help  groups  and  si milar  soci o- ec o n o m i c  sch e m e s  but  suffered  fro m  
lack  of  infor m ati o n.  The  head  of  the  hous e h o l d  is  gen er ally  the  elde st  m al e  
m e m b e r  of  the  family.
Ref: Charts No. 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 75

4. 2  Socio-economic profile 
The  co m m u n ity  is  entirely  urban.  More  than  50 %  of  the  resp on d e nts  bel o n g e d  
to  hous e h o l d s  with  m o nt hly  inc o m e  group  of  Rs. 1 5 0 0 - 50 0 0 .  1 4 %  of  all  the  
hous e h o l d s  sele ct e d  w er e  in  the  lo w e st  ec o n o m i c  strata,  i.e.  inc o m e  less  than  
Rs. 1 5 0 0  per  m o nt h.  More  than  60 %  hous e s  w er e  pucca  constructio ns  with  ov er  
90 %  havin g  ele ctricity  conn e cti o n.  Kerosen e  (39 % )  and  LPG co o k i n g  gas  
(85 % )  was  co m m o n  in  the  hous e s.  Nearly  85 %  of  the  hous es  had  private  toilet  
facilities  and  direct  tap- wat er  conn e cti o n  for  drinking  water.  But a  m aj ority  of  
the  resp o n d e nts  co m p l ain e d  lack  of  facility  for  both  w o m e n  and  m e n  (Nearly  
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60 % )  and  also  said  drunk e n n e s s  and  drug  addictio n  am o n g  m e n  was  a  m aj or  
social  pro bl e m  they  are  facing.  About  58 %  of  the  w o m e n  w er e  eag er  to  start  
so m e  business  bas e d  on  hous e h o l d  expertise  if giv e n  an  opp ortunity.
Ref: Charts 69, 77, 78, 79, 80, 84, 76, 25, 48

4.3 Lifestyle Indicators 
Som e  co m m o n  luxury  ite m s  like  the  tape  rec or d e r  (35 % )  and  refrig erat or  (61 % )  
was  found  in  m a ny  of  the  ho m e s  visited  for  the  bas elin e  study.  Many  of  the  
ho m e s  also  had  their  o w n  tw o- w h e e l e r s  (40 % )  and  ev e n  air- co ol e r s  (50 % ).  The  
life  style  indicat or  sho w e d  m o st  of  the  hous es  also  poss ess e d  the  usual  urban  
luxuries  like  TV (89 % )  with  50 %  of  the  hous e h o l d s  o w nin g  cabl e  conn e cti o n.  
Only  43 %  ho m e s  had  a  radio  and  ab out  37 %  had  FM facility  in  the  radio  they  
poss ess e d.  35 %  hous e s  had  a  tape  rec or d e r  and  26 %  o w n e d  was hin g  ma c hi n e s  
as  w e ll.   About  1 5 %  of  the  hous e s  had  a  teleph o n e  conn e cti o n  and  40 %  hous e s  
had  a  m o b il e  phon e.  A sm all  perc e nta g e  also  poss ess e d  radio  con n e cti o n  on  
m o b il e .   
Ref: Charts  4, 6, 7, 8,  9,  , 62, 63, 85 

4.4 Condition of  Women  –  literacy,  education,  status  within 
family

As already  indicate d,  a  very  larg e  perc enta g e  of  the  w o m e n  w er e  illiterate(  
34 % )  but  m an y  of  the  hous e h o l d s  sho w  young er  girls  starting  to  go  to  sch o o l s  
and  literacy  rate  is  high er  a m o n g  the  youn g e r  girls  upto  the  age  group  of  
2 1 y e a r s.  But ov erall,  aw ar e n e s s  regardin g  educati o nal  progra m m e s  is  g o o d  
(54 % )  and  m a ny  of  the m  are  awar e  that  co m p ut er  literacy  can  giv e  the m  
opp ortunity  for  e m pl o y m e n t .   Most  of  the  w o m e n  w er e  satisfied  with  their  
status  in  the  family  and  felt  that  they  ma n a g e d  the  hous e h o l d  efficiently.  
 Ref: Charts 47, 39, 40, 68, 50, 48, 

4.5 Primary issues of concern in community
80 %  of  the  w o m e n  co m p l ain e d  of  exc es si v e  m o s q uit o  and  flies  as  
envir o n m e n t al  hazards  but  clai m e d  that  they  kept  their  envir o n m e n t  clean  
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(66 % ).  They  also  felt  that  pollution  control  syste m s  are  effectiv e  and  in  gen eral  
the  health  and  hygie n e  issues  are  prop erly  attend e d  by  the  local  authorities.  
They  area  had  g o o d  m e di c a l  facilities  and  only  34 %  co m p l ain e d  of  the  lack  of  
availability  of  do ct or s.  The  co m m u n ity  is  awar e  of  m e d i c al  facilities  for  
chic k e n  pox,  m e a sl e s  etc  and  the  maj ority  are  not  con c e r n e d  with  superstitions  
so  far  as  health  and  hygie n e  are  con c e r n e d .  Their  m o st  imp ortant  con c e r n  is  
vo c ati o n al  training  to  impr o v e  e m pl o y m e n t  opp ortunity  non- for m a l  educatio n  
/literacy  progra m m e s .  
Ref: Charts18, 19, 38, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 44, 83

4.6    Primary issues of concern in household
The  w o m e n  are  m o st  con c e r n e d  with  impr o v i n g  the  ov erall  living  standard  of  
the  fa mily  and  see m e d  less  both er e d  with  child  health,  care  for  the  adol e s c e nt  
girl  or  the  elders.  Within  the  family  feel  the  basic  care  is  taken  for  the  childr en  
and  the  elderly  is  properly.  The  family  depe n d s  upon  eld ers  and  neig h b o u rs  as  
their  support  syste m .
Ref: Charts 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37

4.7   Media Profile –ownership, consumption, needs
More  than  70 %  of  the  resp on d e nts  did  not  get  any  ne w sp ap er  or  m a g azin e  at  
ho m e  but  nearly  90 %  poss es s e d  a  televisi o n,  m o st  of  these  w er e  also  col our e d  
TV sets.   Nearly  50 %  of  the  TV o w n e r s  had  cabl e  conn e cti o n  and  watc h e d  
popular  cabl e  chann els  as  entertain m e n t.  In contrast  only  around  40 %  of  the  
resp o n d e nts  had  a  radio  set  at  ho m e  and  very  fe w  of  these  had  the  FM band.  
Amon g  those  wh o  had  a  radio  set  only  24 %  had  a  regular  habit  of  listenin g  to  
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radio  and  onc e  again  the  thrust  was  on  casual  entertain m e nt.  The  usual  tim e  to  
listen  was  the  m or nin g  hours  (6-1 0 a m )  whil e  getting  ready  for  w or k.   
Ref: Charts 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

4.8 Community participation in CR  programmes 
The  prese nt  status  of  co m m u n ity  participation  in  JIMS FM progra m m e s  is  
negligi bl e  but  the  w o m e n  (68 % )  felt  radio  had  the  potential  to  offer  simpl e  
social  solutions  and  ov er  50 %  sho w e d  enthusias m  at  the  idea  of  direct  
participatio n  in  radio  progra m m e s  and  group  listenin g.   The  trend  am o n g  the  
youn g e r  w o m e n  w as  to w ards  radio  jock e y  roles.  The  main  interest  of  the  
co m m u n ity  in  radio  participation  ste m m e d  fro m  the  possi bility  of  earning  
throug h  radio.

The  ov er all  impr essi o n  the  sa mpl e  is  that  the  w o m e n  in  these  slu m s  w er e  awar e  
of  radio  progra m m e s ,  w er e  enthusiastic  ab out  radio/TV progra m m e s  and  could  
afford  the  basic  nec e s sities  of  ev eryd ay  living.  They  see m e d  resp o nsi v e  to  ne w  
ideas  and  infor m ati o n.  Ther e  was  an  ov er all  progr e ssi v e  attitude  am o n g  the  
w o m e n  w hi c h  the  survey o r s  felt  will  be  useful  for  the  scien c e  for  w o m a n  
proje ct.  
Ref: Charts 54, 55, 56, 

5.   Implications for JIMS  FM
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In the  do or- to- do or  surv ey,  the  students  got  an  opp ortunity  to  m e et  ov er  1 0 0 0  
w o m e n  face- to- face  to  build  an  audien c e  for  the  CR station.  Thus  a  valuabl e  
asset  was  create d  for  the  CR station  that  can  be  tapped  both  for  SFW and  
bey o n d  as  the  databas e  contains  unique  identificati on  for  the  resp o n d e nts,  
identifying  thos e  w h o  are  willing  and  ready  to  participate.  During  the  cours e  of  
the  year,  on  different  issues,  wh er e  direct  co m m u n ity  participatio n  is  possibl e  
and  all  these  w o m e n  can  be  invited  to  participate.  Their  presen c e  in  the  
progra m m e  will  m a k e  the  radio  m or e  rele v a nt  to  its  listen ers.

Further,  eac h  of  the  survey e d  hous e h o l d  carries  a  brig ht  col our e d  stick er,  
proclai m i n g  the  na m e  of  the  chann e l  JIMS FM, the  frequ en c y  written  in  Hindi  
that  will  serv e  as  a  constant  re m in d er  to  the  co m m u n ity  to  tune  in  to  JIMS FM. 
How e v e r  the  producti o n  tea m  of  JIMS FM nee d  to  ke ep  in  focus  the  follo w i n g :

1. Tele visi o n  at prese nt  scor e s  ov er  radio  in  the  co m m u n ity.  The  
progra m m e s  can  be  ma d e  attractiv e  to  the  w o m e n  only  by  participat ory  
produ cti on  techni qu e s.   Only  if w o m e n  fro m  the  co m m u n ity  are  inv ol v e d  
in  the  progra m m e s ,  listenership  will  increas e.  

2. The  CR station  nee d s  to  m otiv at e  the  co m m u n ity  to  acquire  radios  and  
de v e l o p  a  listenin g  habit.  As an  incentiv e,  radio  sets  can  be  giv e n  as  gifts  
for  participation  in  radio  rogra m m e s .  Efforts  will  hav e  to  be  m a d e  to  
continu ously  inv ol v e  the  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  in  the  radio  progra m m e s  
and  m a k e  the  progra m m e s  sensitiv e  to  their  daily  require m e n t s.  

 
3. Group  listening  a m o n g  w o m e n  as  a  part  of  Self Help Group  activities  is  

on e  way  of  enc o ura g in g  listenership.  But the  JIMS CR station  m a na g e r s  
will  hav e  to  be gin  with  helping  for m ati o n  of  Self Help Groups  whi c h  can  
offer  the  w o m e n  a  sourc e  of  earning.  Group  activities  co m b i n e d  with  
group  listenin g  at stipulated  tim e  is  a  m et h o d o l o g y  for  enc o ur a g in g  radio  
listenin g  w orth  experi m e ntin g.  
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4. Over  30 %  of  the  resp o n d e nts  are  illiterate.  This  is  the  target  audien c e  
w h o  should  be  enc o ura g e d  in  participat ory  progra m m e s .  Such  efforts  
gen erat e  breakin g  the  literacy  barrier  and  non- for m al  m o d e  of  
infor m ati o n  disse m i n ati o n  at the  grass- root  lev els.

5. Most of  the  w o m e n  are  ho m e  m a k e rs.  They  will  take  interest  in  the  JIMS 
FM progra m m e s  if rec or din g  is  arrang e d  in  the  slu m  area  or  at tim es  
suited  to  their  daily  hous e h o l d  sch e dul e.

6. The  JIMS FM radio  tea m  nee d  to  build  linka g e s  in  the  co m m u n ity  so  that  
the  require m e n t s  of  the  co m m u n ity  are  regularly  m o n it or e d  

7. The  survey  sho w e d  listening  to  radio  in  the  early  hours  i.e.  in  the  6- 1 0 a m  
is  the  high e st  but  the  JIMS CR producti o n  tea m  nee d  to  assess  wh et h e r  
this  tim e  slot  is  suited  for  w o m e n  to  listen  to  infor m ati v e  pro gra m m e s  or  
a  tim e  w h e n  w o m e n  are  m o r e  relaxe d  and  free  fro m  hous e h o l d  ch or e s  
should  be  sele ct e d  for  the  special  pro gra m m e s  of  the  Scienc e  for  Wom e n  
Project.

6. Findings & Gap Areas

For  CEMCA and  RVPSP, this  survey  thre w  up  interesting  contrasts  in  
infor m ati o n.  

a. This  co m m u n ity  is  w h o lly  urbanize d  and  is  capa bl e  of  abs or bin g  
infor m ati o n  fro m  m e d i a.  This  nee ds  to  be  harness e d  for  the  SFW proje ct.  

b. The  co m m u n ity  is  pred o m i n a ntly  co m p o s e d  of  mi gr at ory  population  w h o  
are  daily  wa g e  earners  and  unskilled.  Theref or e  the  progra m m e s  desig n e d  
should  be  very  simpl e,  straight- for w ar d  and  of  short  duration  so  that  
abs orptio n  of  the  infor m ati o n  is  easy.

c. Infor m ati o n  on  nutrition  and  lo w- cost  wh o l e s o m e  diet  are  tw o  areas  in  
w hi c h  the  w o m e n  sho w e d  interest  in  acquirin g  m o r e  infor m ati o n.  The  
co m m u n ity  also  will  ben efit  if infor m ati o n  on  child  health,  pregnan c y  
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and  vac cinatio n  is  regularly  giv e n  throu g h  interactiv e  progra m m e s  on  the  
JIMS FM.

d. The  co m m u n ity  is  not  ov ertly  superstitious  and  it is  not  nec e ss ary  to  
focus  on  such  issues

e. Non- for m al  educati o n  using  distanc e  learning  m eth o d s  are  likely  to  
interest  the  listen ers

f. The  w o m e n  will  ben efit  if they  can  be  giv e n  simpl e  hous e h o l d  tips  on  
ele ctricity  consu m pti o n,  sourc e s  of  earnin g  and  small  busine ss  ventures  
and  ho w  to  tackle  the  m e n a c e  of  drinking  as  w ell  as  drugs.

7. Recommendations of CEMCA
A. The  w o m e n  fro m  the  co m m u n ity  will  only  get  into  the  habit  of  radio  

listenin g  if they  are  regular  participants  in  the  progra m m e s .  Participatory  
produ cti on  techni qu e s  are  essential  for  the  Scienc e  for  Wom e n  
progra m m e s  in  JIMS FM.

B. The  co m m u n ity,  due  to  extensiv e  illiteracy  am o n g  w o m e n  is  unabl e  to  
take  advanta g e  of  the  facilities  that  the  go v e r n m e n t  offers.  Infor m ati o n  
on  different  state  spons or e d  sch e m e s  and  non- for m al  educati o n  
opp ortunities  throu g h  radio  will  ben efit  the  co m m u n ity.

C. Simple  infor m ati o n  on  w h o l e s o m e  nutrition  and  diet  plannin g  interest  the  
co m m u n ity.  But onc e  again  the  thrust  should  be  on  participatory  learning.
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The  JIMS students  so  far  had  nev er  interact e d  with  the  co m m u n ity  and  
participatory  co m m u n ity  progra m m e s  is  a  ne w  approa c h  to  JIMS FM 
progra m m e s  planning.  It is  rec o m m e n d e d  that  in  the  institute  ma y  be  granted  
the  proje ct  for  3 m o n t h s  with  im m e d i at e  effe ct  so  that  the  relation  that  has  
de v e l o p e d  bet w e e n  the  students  and  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  can  continue  
with out  brea k.  

Ther e  is  nee d  for  continu ous  assess m e n t  of  the  extent  and  nature  of  
participatio n  and  the  impa ct  of  these  progra m m e s  on  the  co m m u n ity.

This  rep ort  has  sum m a ri s e d  only  the  br oa d  findings  .Detailed  tables  in  the  
appendix  ma y  be  lo o k e d  at  for  cross  tabulations  of  habits  and  prefer en c e s  with  
indep e n d e nt  variabl e s.  

CAPACITY  BUILDING  WORKSHOP
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The  sec o n d  phase  of  the  ‘ Science for  Women’  Project  at  JIMS a  Capacity  
Building  Worksh o p  was  organize d  for  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  and  1 3  students  
sele ct e d  fro m  IInd year  Mass Com m u ni c ati o n  Course.  Thes e  students  w o ul d  be  
pri marily  resp o nsi bl e  for  co m m u n ity  interacti o n  and  pro gra m m e  plannin g  for  
the  Scienc e  for  Wom e n  Project.  The  w or k s h o p  was  held  in  tw o  phase s,  fro m  
2 2 nd  Dec  –  24 th Dec  and  28 th -30 th Dece m b e r .  The  purpos e  of  the  w or k s h o p  was  
to:

 To  identify  a m o n g  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  potential  broa d c a st ers  w h o  can  be  
m a d e  part  of  the  planning  &  producti o n  tea m  for  the  SFW Project

 To  enc o ura g e  interacti on  a m o n g  students  and  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  so  that  
they  are  able  to  understand  the  nee ds  of  the  co m m u n ity  w hi c h  in  turn  
w o uld  get  reflect e d  in  the  progra m m e  scripts  &  producti o n

 To  train  co m m u n ity  reporters  w h o  w o uld  be  resp onsi bl e  for  identification  
of  co m m u n ity  participants  on  a  regular  basis

 To  explain  the  techni qu e s  of  co m m u n ity  participat ory  progra m m e  to  the  
students  and  produc e  m o d e l  progra m m e s

The Organisers

The  w or k s h o p  was  jointly  organize d  by  CEMCA and  Depart m e nt  of  Media  
Studies,  JIMS, w hi c h  is  resp on si bl e  for  running  the  JIMS FM Com m u nity  
Radio.  Ms. Nirmala  Bhatnagar,  Director,  Depart m e nt  of  Media  Studies  sele ct e d  
the  students  and  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  for  the  w or k s h o p  and  Ms. Bandana  
Mukhopad hy ay,  Consultant  CEMCA desig n e d  the  sessi o n.  The  follo w i n g  
officials  of  CEMCA participated  in  the  w o r k s h o p :
 Dr. R. Sreedh er,  Director
 Mr. D.K. Tetri,  Head  of  Administration  &  Financ e
 Ms. Bandana  Mukhopad hy ay,  Consultant,  and
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 Ms. Swati  Goel,  Project  Assistant

On be half  of  JIMS, the  follo w i n g  staff  and  faculty  m e m b e r s  w er e  present  for  
the  w o r k s h o p :
Ms. Inderjit,  Direct or,  Administration
Dr. Nirmala  Bhatnagar,  Director,  Depart m e nt  of  Media  Studies
Ms. Dipa Kapoor,  Progra m m e  co or dinat or,  JIMS FM
Mr. Surrinder  Dhaka,  Project  Assistant,  JIMS FM
Mr. Vinod  Verma,  Tech ni c al  Officer,  Depart m e nt  of  Media  Studies

JIMS sele ct e d  1 3  students  on  the  basis  of  their  perfor m a n c e  in  radio  producti o n  
for  the  w or k s h o p  and  it  was  decid e d  that  thes e  students  sesitised  for  the  SFW 
Project  w o ul d  in  turn  train  oth er  students  for  the  proje ct.  The  SFW Project  has  
be e n  m a d e  into  a  regular  cours e  proje ct  for  IInd year  Media  Studies.

Background of Community Participants

Com m u nity  w o m e n  wh o  ca m e  for  the  w o r k s h o p  w er e  fro m  the  follo w i n g  areas  
of  the  baselin e  survey:

 Mongolpuri
 JJ Colony

Both  these  tw o  areas  are  reha bilitation  col o ni e s  for  mi gr at ory  w or k e r s,  a  
m aj ority  co m i n g  for m  Western  UP and  Haryana.  The  co m m u n ity  m o stly  
consists  of  non- skilled  lab our ers.  Their  sourc e  of  earning  is  erratic.  Poverty  is  
the  prim ary  issue  for  these  w o m e n .  Within  the  co m m u n ity,  they  bel o n g  to  the  
lo w e st  ec o n o m i c  strata  of  the  baselin e  survey.  Most of  the m  are  illiterate  and  a  
fe w  educat e d  only  upto  the  prim ary  lev el.  The  participants  w er e  delib erat ely  
sele ct e d  fro m  the  lo w e st  strata  and  near- illiteracy  bac k g r o u n d  be c aus e  it  was  
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felt  that  e m p o w e r m e n t  at  this  lev el  is  m o st  ess ential  and  succ e s s  of  the  proje ct  
at this  lev el  will  act  as  catalyst  for  the  m o r e  educat e d/affluent  groups.  

The Programme

The  w or k s h o p  was  divid e d  into  tw o  secti ons,  the  first  three  days  con c e ntrating  
on  fa miliarization,  cont ent  identificatio n  and  dev el o p m e n t  and  the  basics  of  
spea kin g  for  radio  progra m m e s .  The  sec o n d  sectio n,  onc e  again  held  for  three  
days  was  dev ot e d  to  de- my stifying  the  techni c al  aspe cts  of  radio  producti o n  and  
trans m issi o n  for  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n ,  inv ol v e  the m  in  plannin g  and  
produ cti on  of  pilot  progra m m e s  for  the  w o r k s h o p .  On  7 th January,  after  the  
w o r k s h o p  was  co m p l et e d  and  all  the  pro gra m m e s  ready  for  assess m e n t,  Ms, 
Ujjwala  Tirkey,  DST and  Ms. Rukmini  Vemraju,  CEMCA visited  JIMS and  
interact e d  with  the  students  and  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  explainin g  the m  the  ai ms  
and  obj e cti v e s  of  the  w or k s h o p .  They  listen e d  to  so m e  of  the  rec ordin g s  as  w ell.  
JIMS FM organize d  an  interactiv e  sessi o n  for  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  with  a  
nutrition  expert  and  this  progra m m e  was  rec or d e d  live  in  the  pres en c e  of  the  
offic ers  fro m  DST and  CEMCA. On all  the  days  the  w o r k s h o p  started  at  1 2 . 0 0  
and  end e d  at 4.00p m  as  per  the  con v e n i e n c e  of  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n .

Schedule of the Workshop

DATE ACTIVITY STUDIO WORK
Day1
2 2. 1 2 . 0 7
1 2 . 0 0 -  2p m

Introduction: The  w or k s h o p  was  flag g e d  off  
by  Ms.  Inderje et,  Director  Administration  
JIMS,  wh o  introduc e d  the  idea  of  
participat ory  radio  progra m m e  to  co m m u n ity  
w o m e n ,  and  explaine d  to  the  students  the  
imp ortan c e  of  such  activities  in  ma kin g  the m  
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awar e  for  the  roles  they  will  hav e  to  play  as  
privile g e d  sectio n  of  the  soci ety.  Dr. Nirmala  
Bhatnagar  and  Ms. Bandana  Mukhopadhy ay  
also  address e d  the  group,  co m p risin g  of  
students  and  co m m u n ity  w o m e n ,  explaining  
the  nee d  for  the  w o r k s h o p,  the  basics  of  
co m m u n ity  participatory  radio  pro gra m m e s  
and  the  require m e nt s  of  the  SFW Project.

Familiarisation  Programme:  All  the  
participants  w er e  aske d  to  introdu c e  
the m s e l v e s  –  na m e ,  w or k,  ho b b y  and  interest  
in  radio.  After  introductio ns  w er e  ov er,  the  
group  m o v e d  to  the  rec ordin g  studio  w h e r e  
co m m u n ity  w o m e n  w er e  invited  to  sing.  This  
was  all  part  of  the  familiarization  proc e s s  and  
brea kin g  do w n  the  barriers  bet w e e n  students  
and  co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s .  

Essence of Community Radio: Ms. Bandana  
Mukhopadhy a y  explain e d  to  the  participants  
the  different  kinds  of  radio  broad c a sts  –state-
o w n e d ,  co m m e r c i a l,  private  FM chann els  for  
entertain m e nt  and  co m m u n ity- participat ory  
radio  and  the  divers e  roles  eac h  for m  of  radio  
plays  in  soci ety.  The  obj e cti v e s  of  sele ctin g  
co m m u n ity  radio  for  the  SFW proje ct  was  
further  explain e d  and  so  that  both  students  
and  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  understand  their  
specific  resp o nsi bilities  to  take  for w ar d  the  
proje ct.  The  w o m e n  fro m  the  co m m u n ity  
want e d  to  kno w  ho w  this  proje ct  will  impa ct  

All the  
participants  w er e  
taken  to  the  
rec or din g  studio  
of  JIMS FM The  
w o m e n  w er e  
invited  to  sing  
traditional  
seas o n al  son g s  
and  folk  son g  
ass o c iat e d  with  
w e d d in g  w hi c h  
was  rec or d e d  by  
students  with  
supp ort  fro m  
Tec hni c al  Officer  
Mr. Vinod  
Verma,  for  radio  
and  vide o  
pro gra m m e s .  
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2.3 0 - 3.0 0  

3.0 0- 4p m

or  impr o v e  their  day- to- day  living  conditi o ns.  
It was  explaine d  to  the m  that  these  specially  
desig n e d  progra m m e s  will  giv e  the m :

a) infor m ati o n  on  ho w  they  can  impr o v e  
their  daily  diet  

b) Give  opp ortunity  to  express  their  
con c e r n s

c) Offer  oc c a si o n s  to  m e et  experts  and  
wid e n  their  kno w l e d g e - base

d) Participation  will  also  ensure  a  tok e n  fee  

LUNCH  BREAK

Group  Formation  and  Discussion:  In  the  
post  lunch  sessi o n,  the  w o m e n  w er e  aske d  to  
talk  on  the  kinds  of  radio  pro gra m m e s  they  
want  to  participate  and  listen.  They  w er e  
invited  to  solict e  their  perc e pti o n  regardin g  
the  proje ct’ s  usefulness  and  also  start  the  
proc e s s  of  fa miliarization  with  the  students  
and  progra m m e  planners  of  JIMS FM vis- à-
vis  pilots  to  be  prepared  at  the  w or k s h o p .  All 
the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  agre e d  that  the  
pro gra m m e s  should  be:

a) Useful,  i.e.,  help  in  chan gin g  their  
quality  of  life

b) They  w er e  nerv ou s  ab out  actual  
participation  in  a  radio  progra m m e  but  
w er e  willing  to  giv e  a  try

c) They  felt  that  the  progra m m e  has  to  find  
solution  to  their  ec o n o m i c  nee ds  to  be  
truly  rele v a nt  to  their  daily- life,  and
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d) The  w o m e n  sho w e d  interest  in  
be c o m i n g  literate  throug h  non- for m a l  
educati on  if radio  offers  so m e  such  
opp ortunity  

Ms.  Bandana  Mukhopadhy a y  explain e d  to  
the m  the  syste m  of  Self-Help-Group  
For m ati o n  whic h  can  giv e  the m  opp ortunity  to  
earn  as  a  co o p e r ativ e.  When  the  w o m e n  
want e d  to  kno w  m o r e  ab out  such  sch e m e s  she  
also  told  the m  all  such  infor m ati o n  will  
hen c e f o rth  co m e  throug h  radio  progra m m e s  
and  they  must  start  for m in g  the  habit  of  
regular  listening  to  JIMS Fm.  Students  told  the  
co m m u n ity  of  the  JIMS FM progra m m e  tim e s  
and  the  radio  frequ e n c y .

Day 2
2 3. 1 2 . 0 7
1 2 . 0 0 - 2p m

2.3 0 - 3.0 0  

Art of Interviewing for Community Radio:
The  sec o n d  day  started  with  students  taking  
the  mi cr o p h o n e  to  eac h  of  the  co m m u n ity  
m e m b e r s  asking  the m  ab out  their  life,  issues  
of  con c e r n  regardin g  family,  childre n  and  
neig h b o u r h o o d .  Each  intervi e w  was  played  
bac k  so  that  the  w o m e n  as  w ell  as  the  
students  understand  ho w  the  questi o ns  and  
ans w e r s  can  be  impr o v e d  and  editing  ma d e  
easy.   Most w o m e n  w er e  so  a mus e d  that  the  
sessi o n  be c a m e  a  very  friendly,  jovial  on e  
hour  of  interactiv e  sessi o n  with  students  and  
co m m u n ity  m e m b e r s  gradually  striking  a  
bon d  of  friendship.

LUNCH  BREAK

Studio  Recordin g  
of  Com m u nity  
Wom e n  as  per  
activity  details
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3.0 0- 4p m
Identification of Need Areas
With  this  sessi o n  actual  w or k  for  the  pilot  
pro gra m m e s  started  taking  shape.  Wom e n  
identified  the  follo w i n g  areas  within  the  
scop e  of  nutrition  &  health  –  the  focal  issues  
for  the  SFW Project:

a) Balance d  diet  within  their  m e a g e r  
m e a n s

b) Causes  and  Relief  fro m  chro ni c  ail m e nts  
like  cold  and  cou g h

c) Proble m  of  drink  and  drugs  and  possibl e  
cures

d) Alternativ e  to  milk  as  milk  is  
increasin gly  be c o m i n g  too  expe nsi v e  

Discussion of issues for SFW  Programmes:
Once  the  nee d  areas  had  be e n  identified,  a  
discussi o n  was  initiated  on  ho w  the  
co m m u n ity  w o m e n  want  these  ideas  
translated  into  radio  progra m m e s .  The  
students  explain e d  to  the m  ho w  they  will  plan  
the  progra m m e s  and  four  produ cti on  groups  
w er e  ma d e  with  3  students  in  eac h  group.  
Ranm e e k  the  class  rep.  was  sele ct e d  as  the  
lead er  for  all  the  4  groups.  The  groups  w er e  
as  bel o w :
Group  1:  Priyanka  Gupta
              Palash  Bhutani
              Rwitika  Arora
Group  2;  Shruti Khanna
              Ashima  Jain
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              Manisha  Sharma
Group  3:  Tannu  Bhatt
               Shweta  Sharm a
               Geetanshu  Kathuria
Group  4:  Devyani  Gheek
               Shruti Rawal
               Rakesh  Pandey       

Local  Talent  Hunt:  Fro m  the  Com m u nity  
only  three  literate  w o m e n  w er e  found  w h o  
offere d  to  be c o m e  links  for  the  co m m u n ity  
and  help  the  students  to  identify  participants.  
One  youn g  girl,  See m a,  at  present  studying  in  
class  X, Sarvoday a  Scho ol  was  interest e d  to  
be c o m e  a  techni c al  hand  in  the  proje ct.  
Ranm e e k  and  Ms. Vinod  Verma  offere d  to  
train  her.

Day 3
24. 1 2 . 0 7
1 2 . 0 0 - 2p m

Discussion based on recordings of day2:

Based  on  the  nee d  identificatio n  by  
co m m u n ity  w o m e n ,  Dr.  Nirmala  Bhatnagar  
org anize d  to  bring  one  pediatrician  to  speak  
with  the  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  for  one  pilot  
pro gra m m e .  Wom e n  ask e d  the  doct or  their  
pro bl e m s  ass o c iat e d  with  child- health  and  
their  o w n  health  pro bl e m s .  It was  a  very  
fruitful  sessi o n  whi c h  was  rec or d e d  by  
students  of  groups  2  &  4  as  they  planne d  and  
guide d  the  w o m e n  to  ask  questi o ns  on  
children  separately  and  then  ask  ab out  their  
perso n al  probl e m s .  One  student  fro m  eac h  
group  was  advis e d  to  take  notes  on  the  

Studio  Recordin g  
of  interactiv e  
sessi o n  with  
do ct or

23



2.3 0 - 3.0 0  

3.0 0-  4p m

proc e e d i n g s.

Script Requirements for CR  Programmes
After  the  rec or din g  sessi o n,  the  students  
departed  fro m  the  studio  to  plan  a  co m p l et e  
script  base d  on  the  intervie w  and  expert’s  
co m m e n t s.  Som e  basic  guidelin e s  on  the  
cont e nt,  like  great er  usag e  of  the  questi o ns  
was  sugg e st e d  to  m aintain  the  co m m u n ity  
participat ory  charact er  of  the  pro gra m m e  but  
basically  the  students  w er e  giv en  freed o m  to  
use  their  creativ e  ideas  in  plannin g  the  
producti o n.

LUNCH  BREAK

Developing  Programme  with  individual 
interviews: 
With  Groups  1  &  3  the  exer cis e  was  to  
focus e d  on  dev el o p i n g  pro gra m m e s  using  on e  
individual  intervi e w .  For  this  the  students  
w er e  enc o ura g e d  to  act  as  intervie w e r ,  
soliciting  infor m ati o n.  The  co m m u n ity  
m e m b e r s  w er e  aske d  to  speak  to  the  
mi cr o p h o n e  as  per  the  guidan c e  giv e n  to  the m  
on  Day 2  m o r nin g  sessi o n.  

Microphone Usage 
Different  kinds  of  micr o p h o n e s  used  for  radio  
pro gra m m e s  w er e  display e d  and  their  
differen c e s  explain e d  and  usag e  de m o n strate d  
by  Bandana  Mukhopadhy ay  with  help  fro m  

Studio  Recordin g  
of  individual  
intervi e w s  sessi o n  
with  co m m u n ity  
m e m b e r s .  And 
Group  1  & 3  
students.
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Vinod  Verma.  Students  w er e  giv e n  
assign m e n t s  for  outd o o r  rec or din g  within  the  
co m m u n ity  whi c h  they  had  to  co m p l et e  
bef or e  the  sec o n d  phase  of  the  w or k s h o p  
started  four  days  later.

Day 4
28. 1 2 . 0 7
1 2 . 0 0 - 2p m

2.3 0 - 3.0 0  

3.0 0-  4p m

The  sec o n d  phase  of  the  w or k s h o p  was  
address e d  by  Dr.  R.  Sreedh er,  Direct or,  
CEMCA. He  spo k e  about  the  obj e ctiv e s  of  
CEMCA in  asso ci ating  itself  with  the  SFW 
Project  initiated  by  DST. He also  enc o ura g e d  
the  students  to  use  m o d e r n  techn ol o g y  like  
the  phon e - in,  direct  relay  of  co m m u n ity  
ev e nts  and  use  of  m o b i l e  phon e s  for  field  
rec or din g s.
Outdoor  Recording  and  importance  of 
local ambience 
All  the  rec or din g s  m a d e  by  students  as  per  
Day3  plannin g  w er e  heard  on e  by  on e  and  
discuss e d.  The  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  w er e  m o st  
a mus e d  at  their  o w n  resp ons e .  Bandana  
Mukhopadhy a y  explain e d  to  the m  the  
imp ortan c e  of  taking  the  mi cr o p h o n e  to  the  
co m m u n ity.  One  rec or din g  on  drinking  
m e n a c e  was  taken  up  for  de m o n strati on  and  
edited  to  sho w  ho w  a  reply  can  be  ma d e  m o r e  
coh er e nt  and  interesting  throug h  ima g inativ e  
editing.  

LUNCH  BREAK

Editing in CR  Programmes

Dem o n stration  of  
editing  techni qu e s  
for  progra m m e  
producti o n  

Listening  sessi o n  
in  editing  roo m  
for  understandin g  
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All the  rec or din g s  w er e  one  by  one  taken  up  
for  listening  and  thos e  directly  linke d  to  
nutrition  and  health  issues  w er e  taken  out  for  
preparing  the  pilots.  Finally  four  intervi e w s  
w er e  sele ct e d,  tw o  eac h  on  health  and  
nutrition  for  m a ki n g  the  pilot  progra m m e s .

Views  of  Community  Women  on  the 
experience:
Com m u nity  w o m e n  w er e  aske d  to  giv e  their  
vie w s  on  their  o w n  replies  and  ho w  they  felt  
resp o ns e s  can  be  impr o v e d .  They  are  not  as  
yet  ready  to  handle  the  mi cr o p h o n e  but  they  
w er e  not  as  afraid  of  the  instru m e nt  as  on  day  
1.  They  ca m e  up  with  the  follo w i n g  
sug g e sti o n s:

a) More  tim e  nee d e d  to  understand  the  
questi on

b) Nutrition  and  Health  w er e  not  their  
prim ary  con c e r n s  

c) They  w ante d  m o r e  progra m m e s  on  
impr o v in g  their  ec o n o m i c  status

d) They  hav e  underst o o d  w h at  talking  for  
radio  m e a n s  but  the  editing  cons o l e  is  
too  co m p li c at e d  and  they  w er e  not  
ready  to  handle  ma c h i n e s  so  so o n.

techni cal  quality  
of  rec ordin g s  and  
sele cti o n  for  pilot  
pro gra m m e  fro m  
the  intervi e w s  
rec or d e d  

Day 5
29. 1 2 . 0 7
1 1 . 0 0 - 2p m

On  day  5  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  w er e  aske d  to  
co m e  on e  hour  later  whil e  students  ca m e  one  
hour  earlier  so  that  2- hr  producti o n  is  
availa bl e  to  the m  bef or e  the  w o m e n  are  in  the  
studio  to  listen  to  the  pro gra m m e s .  No 

Work  on  editing  
cons o l e  to  prepar e  
pilot  progra m m e s  
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2.3 0 - 3.0 0  

co m m u n ity  w o m e n  w er e  invited  to  handle  the  
editing  cons o l e  as  they  w er e  not  able  to  
understand  the  editing  cons o l e  on  Day4  
aftern o o n  sessi o n.

Preparation of pilots for SFW  Project
The  four  groups  of  students  with  help  fro m  
Dr. Nirmala  Bhatnagar  and  Mr. Vinod  Verma  
prepare d  the  scripts  for  the  four  pilot  
pro gra m m e s .  The  for m ats  w er e  discuss e d  
with  Bandana  Mukhopadhy ay  but  all  w er e  
giv e n  creativ e  indep e n d e n c e  to  m a k e  the  
pro gra m m e s  to  their  liking.

Community  discussion  on  effective 
participation
Com m u nity  m e m b e r s  ca m e  after  1 . 0 0 p m .  
They  ca m e  with  their  plans  for  wid er  
co m m u n ity  participation  and  ho w  they  can  
help.  They  also  identified  1. 3 0  -3.0 0 p m  as  the  
m o st  suitable  tim e  for  listening  to  their  
pro gra m m e  and  de cid e d  to  for m  listenin g  
group  to  ov er c o m e  shortag e  of  radio  sets  
within  the  co m m u n ity.  Howe v e r  so m e  of  the  
w o m e n  pointed  out  family  restrictions  on  
m o v i n g  out  of  ho m e  and  w er e  not  sure  ho w  
m any  w o m e n  will  be  able  to  participate  in  the  
group  listenin g  sessi o n s.

Dr.  Nirmala  Bhatnagar  infor m e d  the  group  
that  1 . 3 0 - 3.0 0 p m  is  a  suitabl e  tim e  for  JIMS 
FM as  they  hav e  regular  trans m i ssi o n  at  that  
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3.0 0-  4p m tim e.

LUNCH  BREAK

Group Discussion as  a  model programme 
format:
The  post- lunch  sessi o n  was  a  discussi o n  on  
ho w  the  progra m m e s  could  inv ol v e  m a ny  
co m m u n ity  w o m e n .  All the  w o m e n  sugg e st e d  
students  should  go  to  the  co m m u n ity  areas  
and  they  can  orga nize  w o m e n  to  co m e  and  
speak  but  co m i n g  to  studio  regularly  w o uld  
be  difficult.

It w as  pointed  out  that  on  an  avera g e  25  
co m m u n ity  w o m e n  ne e d  to  be  inv ol v e d  in  
pro gra m m e s  eac h  w e e k  for  all  the  1 0 0 0  
w o m e n  inv ol v e d  in  the  survey  to  find  a  plac e  
in  the  pro gra m m e s  ov er  the  next  twel v e  
m o nt hs.

Som e  of  the  students  requ est e d  for  extra  tim e  
to  co m p l et e  the  progra m m e s .  Ther ef or e  the  
listening  sessi o n  was  postpo n e d  to  the  last  
day  of  the  w or k s h o p ..

Som e  of  the  
students  did  
additional  
rec or din g s  with  
co m m u n ity  
w o m e n  for  their  
pilot  progra m m e s  
w hil e  the  group  
discussi o n  was  
taking  place.

Day 6
30. 1 2 . 0 7
1 2 . 0 0 - 2p m

Development of Feedback Mechanism
The  last  day  of  the  w o r k s h o p  started  with  a  
discussi o n  on  dev e l o p in g  a  feed b a c k  
m e c h a n is m  to  assess  the  listen ership  of  the  
broa d c a sts.  The  students  felt  a  regular  survey  
of  w h o  is  listening  to  w hat  kind  of  
pro gra m m e  will  ben efit  the m  whil e  the  
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2.3 0 - 3.0 0  

co m m u n ity  w o m e n  bluntly  stated  that  if  the  
pro gra m m e s  are  useful  and  interesting  they  
will  listen  other w i s e  they  prefer  entertain m e nt  
pro gra m m e s .

Listening to pilots
All the  participants  w er e  then  played  bac k  the  
four  pilot  pro gra m m e s  m a d e  by  the  four  
groups .  Tw o  of  the  progra m m e s  w er e  base d  
on  intervi e w s  w hile  the  oth er  tw o  w er e  
interactiv e  progra m m e s  with  exp erts.  The  
duration  of  the  progra m m e s  varied  fro m  
1 5 m t s  -35 m t s.  This  w as  don e  delib er at ely  to  
assess  ho w  the  w o m e n  listen  to  the  
pro gra m m e s .  The  prog ar m m e s  contain e d  
song s  rend er e d  by  co m m u n ity  w o m e n  as  w ell  
as  sound  effe cts  fro m  the  alleys  of  the  
co m m u n ity  areas.  Com m u nity  m e m b e r s  w er e  
quite  am az e d  at  the  quality  of  the  
pro gra m m e s  base d  on  their  o w n  intervie w s  
w hic h  they  thoug ht  w er e  unsuited  for  radio.  
They  thank e d  the  students  and  staff  of  JIMS 
FM and  w er e  very  w ell  m oti v at e d  to  
participate  and  ma k e  the  SFW proje ct  a  
succ e s s.  But it  was  obs er v e d  that  they  are  
unable  to  con c e ntrat e  on  listenin g  despite  the  
fact  that  the  progra m m e s  w er e  basically  in  
their  o w n  diale ct  and  by  their  o w n  family  and  
friends.
It was  decid e d  that  for  the  regular  broa d c a st,  
each  progra m m e  will  be  1 5 m t s  duration  as  
the  w o m e n  see m e d  to  los e  con c e ntratio n  after  
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3.0 0-  4p m ab out  1 5 - 20  mts  of  listenin g  seriously.

LUNCH  BREAK

Presentation  of  FM  radio  receivers  to 
community participants

Dr.  Nirmala  Bhatnagar  prese nt e d  eac h  
co m m u n ity  w o m a n  one  portabl e  FM radio  
and  a  tok e n  fee  for  attending  the  w or k s h o p .  

 
JIMS FM Com m u nity  Radio  is  plannin g  to  start  fro m  mid- february,  20 0 8 .  They  
hav e  started  with  the  proje ct  with  full  con c e ntrati on  and  hop e  to  produc e  at least  
1 5  progra m m e s  bef or e  the  inaugural  date.  The  co m m u n ity  has  be e n  m oti v at e d  
to  participate  in  the  progra m m e s  but  the  lo w  lev el  of  literacy  a m o n g  w o m e n  
m a k e s  it difficult  for  the m  to  participate  in  producti o n  at this  stag e.  
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