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Project context 
 
The Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA) catalysed and 

supported by Rashtriya Vigyan Evam Prodyogiki Sanchar Parishad (RVPSP), 

Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, New Delhi, to 

coordinate a project entitled Science for Women (SFW), through the Community 

Radio Stations (CRs) in the country. The pilot phase of the project was 

undertaken at Anna CRS, Anna University, and Chennai during the year 2004-

2005. In the preparatory phase, CEMCA conducted an exploratory workshop on 

April 16 and April 17 2009, under the aegis of RVPSP that was attended by 

representatives from Community radio stations across India, following which 

about 17 proposals were submitted for consideration for funding to carry out 

SFW/Planet Earth though the community stations. CEMCA with its expertise in 

research, community participation and capacity building, submitted a proposal to 

RVPSP for implementing and monitoring in order to ensure that the programmes 

are community oriented, made with community participation, and of high quality 

and relevance. The implementation facilitation has two main components to it, 

which are as following:  

1. A baseline and community and assess the needs study (CNA) to profile the 

community, capture its current practices and knowledge base vis-à-vis a range of 

issues/subjects that will be addressed through the programmes. 

2. A capacity building of the production teams in terms of ensuring community 

participation. Subsequently, RVPSP decided to consider awarding SFW/ PE 

Project to 13 CRs in a phased manner and CEMCA was engaged to carry out the 

study. The following pages report the preliminary findings of the study carried out 

at Sivanthi CR at the Sivanthi Aditanar College at Tiruchendur. 
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1. Feed Forward /Baseline Study Design 

OBJECTIVES: 

 The objectives of the baseline study are to capture: -- 

 The socio-economic and demographic profile of the target listeners 

 Their media habits, particularly with reference to Radio, 

 Issues of concern for the community like local area problems that could be 

find space on the community radio 

 Willingness/readiness of women to participate in the community radio 

initiative 

 Build awareness for the Community Radio and SFW 

 

1.0 STUDY METHODOLOGY 

1.1 Sample 

Six areas, from lower economic strata that fall in the catchmentôs area of the CR 

Station were selected purposively. Any woman, above 16 years of age, residing 

in these areas, was enlisted as a survey respondent. One woman was drawn 

from each household, bringing the total number of households covered in the 

study to 1000. 

 

1.2 Study Instrument 

A structured interview schedule is used as the survey instrument. It was 

designed and by CEMCA and translated into the local language with the help of 

the participating institution (in this case Sivanthi Aditanar College), revalidated by 

an independent expert and pretested. In keeping with the objectives, the 

questionnaire consisted of four distinct sections that aimed at capturing: 

1. socio-economic and demographic profile of the audience 

2. Media habits-ownership, consumption, with special emphasis on radio 

3. Local problems and issues the community faces and their current information 

sources for solutions 



 

 

4. Willingness to participate and contribute to CR in general and specifically to 

identify potential participants in the CR programmes 

 

1.3 Data Collection 

 The field teams for data collection comprised: 

 Local Supervisor from Sivanthi Aditanar College 

 Students of Sivanthi Aditanar College 

 Community representatives from the catchments areas 

 

Local Supervisors 

 

1. Dr.D.Vasumathi, Lecturer, Dept. of Advanced Zoology and Biotechnology 

2. Mr.I.Sehar, Lecturer, Dept. of Physics 

3. Mrs.R.Sreedevi, Lecturer, Dept. of Physics 

 

The teams received intensive training under the direct supervision of CEMCA 

representative. Three independent experts engaged by CEMCA conducted the 

training in the local language.  

The baseline study started on 1st May 2009 (Friday) at 10.30 A.M in full 

swing at Sivanthi Aditanar College. The days Session started with CEMCA 

representative orienting the community members and the student volunteers of 

Aditanar College on the project Science for Womenôs Health and Nutrition. 

Around forty four questions in the questionnaire were explained one by one in 

detail to the audience. Queries were answered. Once the audiences were 

thorough with the questionnaire, the doôs and donôts were instructed. The third 

session started with mock interviews, where the people among the group acted 

as interviewer and respondent to understand the nuances of gathering the 

information. Questions emphasizing observation were given lot of focus. The 

mock interview continued for an hour. The audience did come up with lot of 

queries, which was cleared instantly. The supervisors who are the staff of the 



 

 

college were given special training on how to check and verify the answers. The 

importance of sticking stickers on the surveyed house was discussed in detail. 

In the fourth session the audience were taken to the target communities 

for trial interviews. The trial interviews were conducted in the target communities- 

Veerapandiyapatinam, Amalinagar, Adaikalapuram, Thalavaipuram, Kayamozhi, 

Maveerar Nagar (Tsunami Nagar) by 5ôoô clock the days work was completed 

with the complete satisfaction that the survey can be taken the next day without 

any problem.  

On the 2nd and 3rd day the operation of collecting datas from the catchment area 

took place in full swing from eight in the morning till six in the evening, 

simultaneously the data entry expert trained the students from the college to 

code and enters the data in the required format. By the end of third day the 

students showed great energy by entering all the thousand questionnaire.  

 
Schedule for Baseline: 

 Workshop mode briefing Activity 

 

Day 1 

Forenoon 

Briefing about project objectives 

Going through the questionnaire 

question by question 

Review of filled-in mock 

Questionnaires

Participants will 

fill real 

questionnaires 

with mock 

interviews. 

 

Afternoon 

 

 Field Data Collection 

Review filled in questionnaires 

after 

teams return 

Coordinator briefs Data 

Verification 

teams 

Coordinator supervises sample 

data entry, (use workshop trail 

questionnaires) 

Teams go to Field, 

collect 3-4 interviews 

and come back 



 

 

 

Day 2 

 

Field Team goes for data 

collection 

with supervisors 

Coordinator ensures 100 percent 

verification 

Real data entry begins 

Spot back checking 

Data collection 

Data verification 

Data entry 

 

 

Day 3 

 

As above 

Data collection  completed. Data 

entry in good progress. 

As above 

 

 

 

QUALITY CONTROL 

To ensure high quality data, the local supervisors of the college were present 

during the survey and regularly went to the field to random back checks. Further, 

all questionnaires were physically verified for completeness, before sending them 

for data processing. Five percentage of the questionnaire were randomly 

selected and the supervisors cross check them manually by visiting every fifty 

house that was randomly chosen.  

 
Name list of the participants who conducted survey from 1st May to 3rd May: 
 

S.No Name Address 

1 K.Babitha Thalavaipuram, 04639 - 223651 

2 D.Nithiya Thalavaipuram 

3 P.Punithavathi Thalavaipuram, 04639 - 223552 

4 K.Malathy Thalavaipuram, 04639 - 223651 

5 M.Muthu Latha Thalavaipuram, 04639 - 223452 

6 S.Sowndariya Thalavaipuram, 9245785957 

7 M.Ramajeyam Thalavaipuram, 9940417647 

8 M.Anusiya Thalavaipuram, 9894690621 

9 M.Sivaneswari Thalavaipuram, 9940417647 

10 V.Jansirani Thalavaipuram, 9941878302 



 

 

11 A.Gayathiri Thalavaipuram, 04639 - 223042 

12 V.Sathyajothi Thalavaipuram, 04639 - 223689 

13 V.Renuka Veerapandianpatinam 

14 V.Nithya Veerapandianpatinam 

15 I.Shamily Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

16 S.Jeyapradha Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

17 P.Rajeswari Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

18 S.Revathy Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

19 M.Karpagaviji Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

20 M.Jeyabarathi Veerapandianpatinam, 9976514012 

21 M.Mariyatherasammal Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

22 C.R.Chellathai Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar TTI, Tiruchendur 

23 T.Rajam Tiruchendur, 9659319853 

24 R.Yogarani Moolakkarai, 9094129521 

25 S.Arpudaselvi Aurumuganeri, 9245149394 

26 N.Muthusundari Veerapandianpatinam, 9345627160 

27 H.M.Ibrahima Kayalpatinam, 9842736993 

28 Mz.Sammu mariam Kayalpatinam, 9894239465 

29 M.Kalavathi Moolakkari, 9944178202 

30 R.Sendu Tiruchendur, 9965356605 

31 M.Selinamari Kayamozhli, 9788969872 

32 T.Parameswari Kayamozhli 

33 S.V.Sivaabinaya Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar College of 
Education,TCR 

34 M.Lingammal Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar College of 
Education,TCR 

35 S.Muthubavithral Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar College of 
Education,TCR 

36 S.Umamaheswari Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar College of 
Education,TCR 

37 Mi.Safamariam Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar College of 
Education,TCR 

38 V.Thiruvenkadalakshmi Dr.Sivanthi Aditanar College of 
Education,TCR 

39 P.Isayakala Aditanar College, 9710796264 

40 S.Indra Tiruchendur, 9659518660 

 
                           



 

 

 
 
List of Supervisors 
 

1.P.Isayakala 

2.S.Indra 
3.R. Sankareswari 
4.D.Preethy 
5.M. Mariyatheresammal 
6.S.V. Siva Abinaya 

 

1.4 Data Entry 

A team of students from Sivanthi Aditanar College were trained by CEMCA 

experts in data entry. The data structure was designed and provided to the 

students. Datas were entered at Sivanthi Aditanar College under the guidance of 

local supervisor and monitored by the experts from CEMCA. 

 

Details of the data entry operators:  

S.No Name Address 

1 K.Jeyaprsanna devi M.Phil., Chemistry 

2 N.Kohila M.Phil., Chemistry 

3 P.Yokeswari Nithya M.Phil., Chemistry 

4 U.Muthuraj IInd B.Com Commerce Dept. 

5 S.Vijayakumar IInd B.Sc., Physics 

6 S.Sathish IInd B.Com Commerce Dept. 

7 R.Muthukaruppan Ist B.Sc., Chemistry 

8  
N.Lakshmanan 

Ist B.A. English 

9 V.Palavesam Ist B.Sc., Computer Science 

10 V.Amuthan IIIrd B.A. Economics 

11 D.Arulraj Ist B.Sc., Computer Science 

12 M.Balagangatharathilakan Ist B.Sc., Computer Science 

13 A.Gomathi nayagam Ist B.B.A  

14 A.Murugan Ist B.Sc., Computer Science 

 

 



 

 

1.5 Data Analysis 

Datas were analysed by a statistician from the college according to a pre-

designed analysis framework developed by CEMCA. 

 

2. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
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Do you own a TV? 
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Television predictably is the most popular medium of entertainment and 

information with more than three fourth  of  respondents owning one. The Tamil 

Nadu Government, under some of its welfare schemes also distributed 

free/subsidized colour television sets to a large number of slum dwellers, which 

could also explain the presence of a television.  

 

 



 

 

Do you own a Cable Connection?
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 Nearly all those who own television also 

have a cable connection. 

 

Do you own a Radio?
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Does the Radio have FM Band?
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In contrast, less than half the households own a radio. Newspaper subscription is 

low (18 %) and magazines negligible (6%). 

 

How often do you listen Radio?

Daily

4 ï 5 days

2- 3 days

weekly one

day
No

When do you listen?

6-8 AM

8-10 AM

10 ï 1 PM

1- 3 PM

3- 5 PM

5- 8 PM

8- 10 PM

After 10 PM

 No Listen

 

More than half the population do not listen to radio. Sivanthi CRS has to make 

the community listen to radio first. Since they do not listen to any radio, Sivanthi 



 

 

CRS can be popularized easily. Among those who listen, more than half the 

respondents listen from 6-8 AM. 

 

What radio channels do you listen to?

Sivanthi CR

Tirunelveli AIR

Hello FM

Suriyan FM

Otherôs

 

Do you listen to Sivanthi CR?
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Among Radio channel more than half do not listen to radio, with one fourth of the 

people listens to suriyan FM(25%) followed by Sivanthi CRS (14%) , currently 

only a little over a third (30%) own radios. Interestingly, Sivanthi CR, 

transmission was heard by a one fourth number. Among those who listens radio, 

a vast majority are not regular listeners (78%), Regular listening is very low (2%). 

Home listening is most common. The popular time slots appear to be 8-10 AM 

(15%) followed by 6-8 AM (9%) and to a lesser extent 10-1 PM. Radio is least 

heard in the afternoons, probably a time reserved for rest and television viewing.  

 

2.1 HEALTH RELATED PROBLEMS 

Affected by Anemia
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Only less than 10% of the 

population is seem to be affected  by Anaemia. 

 



 

 

Are you aware of HIV?
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How have you got awareness about HIV?
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Nearly three fourth of the population is aware of HIV and among them nearly half 

of them have got the information from Television. 
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More than half the population believe  that pregnant women should not come out 

during eclipse and also that they should not eat papaya. 
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Half the population believe that they should not take any medicines for chicken 

pox. 



 

 

 

More than one quarter of the respondents believe that radio can provide 

solutions and are willing to participate in radio programmes if they are provided 

proper training. 
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Half the population are willing to 

listen to Radio programmes in group. 

 

2.2 Lifestyle Indicators 

 

Marital Status

Unmarried

Married

Divorced / Separated

Widowed

House hold Income

Up to Rs. 1,500

Rs.1501 to 3000

3001 to 4500

4501 to 6000

6001 to 7500

7501 to 9000

9001 to 10500

Above 10501

Do Not Know/ Cannot

to say

 

 

 The respondents were distributed across age groups ranging from 16-50, with a 

majority of them in the age group of 30-40 (28.3%). A majority of them were 

married (78.9%).Nearly one fourth of them had schooling 6-9 years (25.7%) a 



 

 

little greater number had upto 5 years of schooling (29.2%). Over half the women 

were homemakers (52.6%) and nearly one fourth were wage labourers (21%).  

 

 

Hospital Facilities 

PHC/CHC

Government

hospital

Government

nursing home

Private hospital

Sitha Maruthuvam

Otherôs

Type of cooking Fuel

LPG/Gas

Kerosene

Firewood

Gobar Gas/bio-fuels

 

Nearly half of the houses are pucca (48%), where One fourth of the houses are 

semi-pucca dwelling (28%) and sizeable portion are semi-permanent and 

hatched houses (22%). Nearly all the homes have electricity connections (96%), 

perhaps due to a welfare scheme by the state government, whereby 

economically poor houses were provided with an electricity connection and a 

light bulb. More than half uses firewood at home  as cooking fuel (62%). About a 

third of them use LPG/cooking gas (33%) and kerosene (5%). More than half the 

respondents have private toilet facilities (64%), whereas a considerable amount 

uses open field (32%). However, most toilets do not have running water and the 

more prevalent practice is for children to any available open space right outside 

the homes. Most of the people uses relatively deserted areas around the housing 

colony. Importance can be given on the importance of using toilets. 

 



 

 

Household Possessions 

Tape Recorder

CD Player

Two Wheeler

Mixer/ Grinder

Washing Machine

Car/Jeep

Tractor

Computer

Air Cooler

In terms of household possessions,  most 

common household is the CD player owned by (39%) followed by mixer/grinder 

(20%), followed by a tape recorder (16%) and two wheelers (13%), roughly 

washing machine (9%). Income which appeared to be underreported, of most 

households was up to Rupees 1500 per month (34%). Smaller percentages were 

reported for the next higher categories up to 3000 (32%) and up to 5000 (5%). 

More than half belongs to any of the SHG (3%) The prevalence of disabilities, 

orthopedic occupies the majority (2%) followed by hearing impared (1.4%) 

 

2.0 About Sivanthi CRS 

Aditanar College is a highly reputed Arts and Science College in the State 

of TamilNadu. 

 Sivanthi Community Radio station was formally inaugurated on September 

14th, 2007, the station is regularly broadcasting on 90.4 MHz over a radius of 

15Km, covering 20 villages surrounding the college campus. The radio station 

has its own broadcast and recording studio, transmission tower and equipments 

for outdoor recordings. Along with the community members around 20 students 

from various colleges are involved in program production, presentation and 

management of the radio station. Apart from them, members from self help 

groups and community representatives are also involved in the production and 

management of Sivanthi Community Radio. Sivanthi Community Radio 

broadcasts programmes in the morning 6 ï 9 AM and in the evening 5 ï 8 PM.  



 

 

 

2.1 Community Profile: Study Areas 

The five locations chosen for the study were: 

1. Veerapandian patinam ï A fisherman village consisting of 1500 households. 

It is 1 Km radius of Aditanar college. The most of the residence suffers from non 

availability of toilet and drainage system. More than 85% of residence belongs to 

Christianity. 

2. Amali Nagar - A fishermen village consisting of approx 300/400 households 

located 2 kms from the college.  

3. Adaikalapuram ï A village consists of 1000 households. They belong to 

Hindu religion. 

4. Thalavi Puram - A village consists of 300 households. They belong to Hindu       

religion. Most of them are farmers. 

5. Kayamozhi - A village consists of 300 households. They belong to Hindu 

religion. Most of them are farmers. 

 

IMPLICATIONS FOR SIVANTHI  CRS 

 

In profiling the community, the objective was to understand certain aspects of the 

community that the CR can use as inputs to guide SFW programming, making it 

more focused and relevant to the listeners. 

 

Nearly half of the women are in the respondents are in the age group of 20-40, 

and an overwhelming majority are also married. Thus the topics chosen for 

programmes should be of interest to this age group e.g. like topics related to 

child bearing and child health. 

 

Nearly half of the women are homemakers, thus could be available for 

participation if the timings are made suitable to them, keeping their domestic 

commitments in view.  

 



 

 

Awareness Building: 

 

One of the objectives of the baseline study was also to use the opportunity for 

awareness building both among the College public, (namely staff and students) 

as well as the community. This was done at various levels. In the first instance, 

they were engaged in the process of data collection. A team of community 

members participated both in the data collection and also acted as facilitators in 

recruiting respondentôs further giving credibility to the exercise. In the door-to-

door survey, the students and staff got an opportunity to meet 1000 women face-

to-face to build an audience for the CR station in general and also explain SFW 

and its objectives. Thus a valuable asset was created for the CR station that can 

be tapped both for SFW and beyond as the database contains unique 

identification for the respondents, identifying those who are willing and ready to 

participate. During the course of the year, on different issues, where direct 

community participation is needed, these women will be called upon. Further, 

each of the surveyed household carries a sticker, proclaiming the name of the 

station name i.e., Sivanthi CR 90.4, that will serve as a constant reminder. 
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OBJECTIVES: 
 
To identify among the girl students and community members. 

 

 Potential radio anchors 

 Producers 

 Interviewers 

 Facilitators  

 Scriptwriters and 

 Reporters 

 

To train them in 

 

 Radio Programme Appreciation 

 Formats of Radio Production 

 Formats of Radio presentation 

 Art of Interview 

 Studio Recording 

 Outdoor Recording through Flash recorders 

 Elements of Editing 

 Mixing 

 Participatory Radio Programmes 

 Interactive Radio Programmes like Phone-in, Phone-out and SMS 

 

To sensitise and familiarize them with 

 Programme Planning 

 Need Analysis, Baseline studies 

 Programme Scheduling 

 Repeat Broadcasts 



 

 

 Presentation Aspects 

 Radio Counselling 

 Value Added Services 

 Feedback 

 Archives 

 

To encourage them to form 

 Radio group/listening clubs 

 
 

SCHEDULE:  

Three day schedule framed by CEMCA was strictly followed 

 



 

 

 Workshop mode briefing Activity 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 

Forenoon 

 

1. Basic concepts of 

Community radio 

2. Project objectives and 

thematic focus of programmes 

3. Participation ïengaging with 

the community 

4. Basics of writing for radio 

Programme formats, 

Interviews, Drama, Features, 

Music 

5. Focus on Spoken word-

Interview format 

 

 

1. Listening to CRS 

programmes, 

appreciating 

different formats 

2. Participants divided in 

groups, select topic and 

write script 

 

 
 
 
 
Day 2 

 

 

1. Basics of technology. Mikes, 

recorders, editing, 

transmission 

2. Elements of a radio 

programme: spoken word, 

silence, music, sound effects 

3. Recording, pre-production 

planning, scripting, post 

production 

 

 

1. Participants 

record their 

programmes 

 
 
 
Day 3 

 

 

1. Outdoor recording (if 

feasible) 

2.  Post production 

3. Completion of programme 

 

 

1. Group listening 

preview 

and review 

 



 

 

 

REPORT ON RADIO PRODUCTION TRAINING FOR STUDENTS AND 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS:  

Twenty four students and community members attended the capacity building 

workshop which was held between 4th May 2009 to 6th May 2009.  

 
Experts: 

Mr. R. Mahadevan, Media Specialist and former Editor BBC World service, 

London, inaugurated the training program 4th May 2009 and conducted the 

training workshop. 

Dr. R. Sreedher, Director, Common Wealth Educational Media Centre for Asia, 

gave his expert advice about the aims and objectives of the training workshop. 

 

The training workshop started on 4th May 2009. The importance of idea 

meet (ID) was explained and how baseline data should form the basis on which 

the programme ideas have to be formulated. Proper use of available technical 

and financial resources was stressed in this connection. 

Community members and the students were clubbed together. Ice breaking 

session helped them to merge as one community. Both the community members 

and students participated very enthusiastically. They also suggested various 

ideas for the program. The community and the students were divided in four 

groups. Group 1 and group 3 had seven members whereas group 2 had six 

members and group 4 had four members. Each group was asked to select a 

topic accordingly they selected AIDS awareness, environment, cleanliness, 

education for women etc., They were taught different formats such as 

interviewing, discussion, debate, radio talk etc., the participants came out with 

different ideas in a very short time. This was a very encouraging sign. Later on, in 

the field visits, we have found they were sincerely interested in making radio 

program based on their ideas. The college students mingled with them easily and 

we could see the signs of a productive partnership. Radio Production Techniques 

in so far as it relates to simple radio formats were taught to the participants with 



 

 

practical exercises. This involved explaining to them the characteristics of 

microphones and their effective use. They were then introduced to small hand 

held recorders for use in the field. All the groups went to the field and collected 

material for the program. The community members who formed a part of our 

teams were extremely helpful in contacting the lay public in those areas. It is 

heartening to note that irrespective of the religion even muslim women came 

forward to record their views on various topics. In the late evening when they 

returned from the field visits, they were taught simple radio script writing 

techniques.  

The participants were taught simple editing, studio recording and mixing of 

two or three sources. Practical exercises were given and evaluated. The groups 

started working on final production using all the skills they have been taught. In 

the evening as an extra timework, they were taught self-op studio works and 

some idea of the role of announcer, comperer, and presenter. The other areas in 

which they were trained are: 

1. Transmission procedures 

2. Transmission CUE SHEETS 

3. Fault reports 

4. Log book maintenance (PSB) 

5. Laws regarding copy right, deformation, etc. 

6. Daily program meeting to review previous day program  

7. Preview of the dayôs program 

 

S.No Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 

1 R.Yogarani N.Muthu Sundari M.Celin Mary P.Rajeswari 

2 S.Aruputhaselvi M.Jaya Bharathi T.Parameswari I.Shamily 

3 M.Kalavathi S.V.Siva Abinaya K.Bavithra S.Revathy 

4 S.Jayapradha M.Lingammal S.Indira V.T. Lakshmi 

5 M.Karpagaviji V.Renuka M.Shivaneswari  

6 S.Muthu Pavithral V.Nithya Jhansi Rani  

7 S.Uma Maheswari  P.Isaya Kala  



 

 

 

The final day of the workshop saw a new beginning for the community 

members and students who participated in capacity building. Audition for the post 

of Radio announcers was conducted by Dr. Sreedher, Director CEMCA, Mr. 

Mahadevan, Former Editor, BBC Tamil, London and Mrs. Shirley Deepak, 

Program coordinator for the baseline research study Aditanar College, 

Tiruchedur. Twenty eight people voluntarily  participated in the audition. Mr. 

Mahadevan who is an expert skillfully prepared the script which helped the juries 

to test the pronounciation, stress, intonation. The script also had some tricky 

tongue twisters. Thirteen participants were shortlisted for the second round, 

among which the following new radio announcers emerged.  

 

S.No Name 

1 R.Yogarani 

2 M. Muthusundari 

3 H.M. Ibrahima 

4 R.Sankaraeshwari  

5 R.Rajeshwari 

6 M.Jayapratha 

7 M.Kalavathi 

8 M.Celin Mary 

9 V.Tiruvenkatalakshmi 

10 M.Lingammal 

11 K.Jaya Prasanadevi 

12 S.V.Siva Abinaya 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Capacity Building Programme report ï Mr.Mahadevan 

 

A Report on The capacity Building Workshop conducted in Sivanthi 

Aditanar College, Tiruchendur (Tamil Nadu from 4th May to 6th May 2009) 

Workshop had eighteen people from the community drawn from four major 

areas in the listening zone-Veerapandiya Patinam, Thalavaipuram, 

Adaikalapuram and Kayapuram. Six students of the college also participated in 

the workshop, they were divided into four groups of six participants each (Each 

group there was atleast one or two students) 

 

Day 1 (4th May2009)-Session 1 

 

Since the most of community members and students are new to the 

medium and had no exposure what had ever the radio. An informal discussion 

was conducted for lead assessment. It was found they need intensive hands on 

training to use the available portable tape recorders (they had no digital 

recorders).  

The community members were very diverse in the sense that somewhere 

salt pan workers some where agricultarist and many others were fishermen. 

Religion wise also there is a strange mixture of muslims being predominant in  

óKayamozhi, Christians are being predominant in Adaikalapuram and Hindus 

predominant in Veerapandiyapatinam. There was yet another striking feature in 

this group that most of them are young people.  

All of them were greatly interested in science and scientific information which is 

relavent to the life. For instance many of them were asking whether fish eating is 

good for health, many others were asking whether eating particular fish will 

improve the health of the lactating mother. Almost all had no idea whatsoever 

about balanced diet some of them shockless by telling that they donôt eat 

vegetables at all, they would rather prefer red meat or chicken. Most of them also 

appear to read some local newspaper and gather information from such sources 



 

 

also. How ever they all felt if the radio can tell them clearly all about maternal 

health, child health, nutrition it will satisfy the health need.  

 

Day 1 (4th May2009)-Session 2 

 

The participants were taught some of the basics of recording strait formats 

like interviews, discussions and short features. Certain fundamentals regarding 

field recordings were taught to them-Microphone position, choice of location to 

avoid ambient noise etc.,  

After such briefing and some training to handle recorders, they were 

asked to record short programmes of interview among the group members 

themselves. They were then played back and the group themselves assessed 

the recording for faults, mistakes etc., they were again asked to re-record the 

same programme and it was nice to see that every time they made new 

mistakes! After two or three such exercises they have learnt to record reasonably 

acceptable quality of recordings. They were then asked to goto the field 

veerapandiyapatinam and try and record some of the community members there 

choosing a particular topic of their interest. All the groups fanned out in area and 

recorded quiet a number of programmes this went on till 6 P.M.  

 

 Day 2 (5th May2009)-Session 1 

 

In the morning session all the recordings collected from the field are played back 

and assessed it was a very lively session since one groups recording was 

assessed by other group and certain good practices which are tend to be ignored 

came to the fore. Thus recording cues, pronouncing proper noun correctly and 

editing notes on the spot were all taught to them in a practical way.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Day 2 (5th May2009)-Session 2 

 

The programmes were edited and played back to the group. They were taught 

some simple principles of editing however none of them could set to be proficient 

in editing, that means they require separate course, since they have trained 

editor and staff we may have to give them hands on training later on.  

Four programmes produced by the participants of fairly acceptable standards are 

enclosed in the CD.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 

 
1. Chairperson   : Mrs. Beulah shekhar 

     Reader in Victimology and victim Assistance 

     Department of Criminology 

     Manonmaniam Sundaranar University. 

     Tirunelveli. 

 

     Dr.  Indira Jasmin 

     Associate professor 

     T.N. Fisheries College and Research Institute. 

     Tuticorin. 

 

 

2. Co-chairperson   : Dr.  P.  Selvaraj     

     Principal 

     Aditanar College of Arts and Science, 

     Tiruchendur. 

 

3. i) Health     Sr.  Mary Gilda,  

            Principal. 

            Holy Cross Home Science College, 

                                Thoothukudi. 

 

           

ii) Science Communicator: Dr.  Fatima Babu. 

   St. Maryôs College, Thoothukudi 



 

 

 

 

 

iii) Medical Expert :  Dr. R. Ragini, M.B.B.S. D.G.O. 

     Kavitha Hospital, Tiruchendur 

 

 

4. Nominee of RVPSP : 

 

 

 

 

5. Nominee of CEMCA :  Dr. D.  Govindaraju. 

   M.S. University, Tirunelveli 

 

      

6. Community Members : M.  Celine Mary (Kayamozhi) 

   S.    Arputha Selvi (Adaikalapuram) 

 

 

7. Principal CoïOrdinator  

(Convener)                          : Dr. D. Vasumathi. 

 

 

8. Special Invitees  : Dr. S. Narayana Rajan 

     Dr. D. Bharathan 

   Dr. K. Katherasan 

   Dr. D. Soundararajan 

   Mr. I.  Seher 

                         Mrs. R. Sreedevi 

 



 

 

 

FIXED POINT CHART  

 
Morning Transmission 6.00 pm to 9.00 pm 

 

S.NO TIME          PROGRAMME 

1 5.55 OPENING MUSIC 

2 6.00 SIGNATURE TUNE 

3. 6.05 TAMIL THAIVALTHU  

4. 6.08  VALNTHU PARPOM  VARUNGAL 

5. 6.15 RELIGIOUS SONG 

6. 6.34 THITHEKUM THIRUKURAL  

7. 6.44 THIRUKURAL SONG 

8. 6.45 ECONOMIC INFORMATION 

9. 7.00 MANVASANAI  

10. 7.16 HEALTH AWARNESS PROGRAMMMES 

11. 7.30 INTERVIEW WITH COMMUNITY 

PEOPLE 

12. 8.00 COMMUNITY RELGIOUS SONGS 

13. 8.30 THAGAVAL KALANGIAM  

14 9.00 END 

 

 

Evening Transmission 5.00 pm to 8.00 pm 
 

S.NO TIME          PROGRAMME 

1 5.00 COMMUNITY RELIGIOUS SONGS 

2 5.30 THAGAVAL KALANGIAM  

3 5.55 OPENING MUSIC 

4 6.00 SIGNATURE TUNE 

5 6.05 TAMIL THAIVALTHU  

6. 6.08  VALNTHU PARPOM  VARUNGAL 

7. 6.15 RELIGIOUS SONG 

8. 6.34 THITHEKUM THIRUKURAL  

9. 6.44 THIRUKURAL SONG 

10. 6.45 ECONOMIC INFORMATION 

11. 7.00 MANVASANAI  

12. 7.16 HEALTH AWARNESS PROGRAMS 

13.. 7.30 INTERVIEW WITH COMMUNITY 

PEOPLE 

14. 8.00 END 



 

 

 

 

Press Coverage of the baseline study and capacity building programme 

 

 

 



 

 



 

  


