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BACKGROUND

“Community Radio is a medium that gives voice to the voiceless that serves as the mouthpiece 
of the marginalized and is at the heart of communication and democratic processes within 
societies. With community radio, citizens have the means to make their views known on 
decisions that concern them. The notions of transparency and good governance take on new 
dimensions and democracy is reinforced. Community radio catalyzes the development efforts 
of rural folk and the underprivileged segments of urban societies, given its exceptional ability 
to share timely and relevant information on development issues, opportunities, experiences, 
life skills and public interests. Given the audience’s low literacy rate and radio’s ability to 
involve women and to treat them not only as objects or merely as a target audience, but as 
participating agents and as a valuable source, community radio becomes one of the most 
promising tools for community development” (UNESCO, Community Radio Handbook).

In December 2002, the Government of India approved a policy which allowed only well 
established educational institutions including IITs/IIMs to apply for a license for operating 
a Community Radio Station. The first such station was commissioned at Anna University, 
Chennai in 2004 but the progress was slow. A revised policy was announced in 2006 on the 
basis of recommendations of a group of ministers formed by the Union Cabinet. This Policy 
brought a paradigm shift in the approach to the eligible organizations. The Policy envisaged 
grant of licenses to not only educational institutions but also to recognized agricultural 
institutes and civil society organizations. Awareness generation about the Policy is one of the 
mandates of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (MIB). Since the initial response to 
the Policy was rather lukewarm, Ministry decided to organize several workshops throughout 
the country to create awareness. In 2007 there were less than 20 operational Community 
Radio Stations.

Community Radio Awareness campaigns were initiated in the year 2007 as a part of IEC 
activities by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. Till date 22 Regional and State 
Level Consultaions have been held by CEMCA in collaboration with MIB. The CR Sammelan 
held at the Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi from the 7th till the 9th April’ 2011was the first ever 
effort put in by MIB and CEMCA to gather all the functional CRSs together under a single roof 
to share their experiences and views. 
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1.1 AIMS AND HIGHLIGHTS

The aims and highlights of the CR Sammelan were:

•	 To bring together the station heads of all the CRSs.

•	 To get the complete visual profile of all the CRSs. The contents would include the basic 
details of the station, program schedule, action photos and success stories.

•	 To get a detailed write up of each CRS, to be published in the form of a compendium.

•	 To bring together all the international developmental funding agencies to have an 
overview of the CRSs.

•	 To bring together the various representatives of the development ministries like 
the Ministry of Health, Panchayati Raj, Agriculture, Rural Development, Science & 
Technology and CAPART, so that they can understand the CR movement and how it can 
be beneficial to them.

•	 To present the case studies of a number of functional CRSs.

•	 To understand the views of CR stations regarding the DAVP advertising rates.

•	 To get the views of the CRSs regarding the present CR guidelines and receive their 
suggestions for the future.

•	 CEMCA organized a competition within which all the CRSs were invited to celebrate and 
share good practices to engage the community and to sustain their stations and created 
CEMCA awards

The four categories of awards were: 

	 	 Thematic Award (relevant to community) How was the theme chosen, executed, 
what was the format; local relevance, local participation etc were to be 
described.

	 	 Community Engagement Award

		  Entries were to reflect engagement of community and address the community’s 
local concerns.

	 	 Promoting Local Culture Award (preservation and promotion) Entries could be 
in any language but were to be accompanied by a description of what efforts 
were made to promote local culture.

	 	 Sustainability Model Award - Innovative Business Model documented proof was 
required with the entries.
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1.2 DAY I

The first session of the workshop was coordinated by Ms. Supriya Sahu, Director, Ministry 

of Information and Broadcasting (MIB) who appreciated all the Community Radio Stations 
(CRS) for the work they have done so far.  It was followed by a brief introduction made by all 
the participants as well as the experts present at the workshop.

Ms. Supriya Sahu presented the status of CR in India. She started her presentation with a brief 
on the current broadcast scenario where she stated that the competition within the area is 
fierce and survival is tough. People have access to all kinds of content whether good or bad. 
She also stated that the MIB has issued 278 Letters of Intent (LOI) so far out of which 130 has 
their GOPAs signed and 107 have become operational. In 2004 when the policy was issued, 
only educational institutions were allowed to apply for licenses. However things changed 
with time and at present out of the 107 operational stations; 72 are educational institutions 
27 are NGOs and 8 are owned by KVKs or state agricultural universities. The maximum 
numbers of functional CRS are functioning in Tamil Nadu. Ms. Sahu also mentioned that MIB 
has constituted a committee to revise the DAVP rate from Rs. 1 per sec for advertisements. 
She also spoke about the CRS management information system that is being set up which will 
function as a tracking system for all the applicants. She briefly stated some of challenges and 
opportunities that are faced by the CRSs in the current scenario such as the lack of resources 
and increase in mobile penetration. Ms. Sahu concluded the session by stating the CR should 
reach the people for whom it has been formed that are the community and our foremost aim 
should be to serve the community.

The second session of Experience Sharing was moderated by Ms. Indira Mansingh, Chief 

Advisor, Development Alternatives. Ms. Mansingh introduced the session by briefly 
talking about Radio Bundelkhand, MP which is an initiative taken up by Development 
Alternatives. She spoke about the various forms of challenges that the CRS has to face. This 
was followed by small presentations made by some of the CRSs Rudi No Radio, Mahila 

SEWA Trust, Ahmedabad; Radio Mewat, SMART, Mewat; Radio Tashi Delek, Tibetan 

Children’s Village, Dharmashala; Radio Jyan Taranga, Krishna Kanta Handique State 

Open University, Guwahati; Kalanjiam Samuga, DHAN Foundation, Nagapatnam; Lalit 

Lokvani, Saijyoti, Lalithpur and Anna CR, Anna University, Chennai. The representatives of 
the CRSs briefly described the launch and setup of their respective radio stations, the form 
of content they broadcast and the format in which they broadcast. They also spoke about 
the capital and sustenance of their stations and any other funds that they have received. The 
presentations were followed by a question and answer round where in questions were asked 
about assessment of radio stations, sustainability and models of sustainability. Ms. Mansingh 
concluded the session by stating that all of the CRSs need to start looking at the feedback 
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coming from the community very seriously and start developing content around it.

The formal inaugural session was held in the afternoon and Ms. Ambika Soni, Minister for 

Information and Broadcasting, lighted the lamp in the presence of Mr Rajiv Thakru , 

Additional Secretry in the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. The session also 
saw the release of the compendium and the map of all CRSs in India. The honorable minister 
also presented the CEMCA awards for good practices 2011 to the winners of each category.  
Ms. Ambika Soni spoke about her experience of the poster exhibition and congratulated all 
the CRSs for coming up with such innovative ideas for the functioning of their CRSs. She 
briefly spoke about the CR scenario and how we should work towards the spread of this 
movement. She stated that the CRSs are not only providing entertainment and information 
to the community but are giving them a sense of self-esteem and working towards the goal of 
national integration and national pride. The inauguration was concluded by a vote of thanks 
that was presented by Dr. R.Sreedher, Director, Commonwealth Educational Media Centre 

for Asia (CEMCA).

The last session for the day was about Funding and Sustainability and the Role of 

International Agencies within this area. The session was moderated by Mr. Ashish Sen, 

President, Asia Pacific AMARC. Mr. Sen flagged off some very important points that need to 
be looked at in terms of sustainability such as human and social sustainability, infrastructural 
sustainability, what kind of parameters can we develop where the credibility of the stations can 
be measured by the community in terms of participation, content and impact.  Dr. R. Sreedher, 
Director, CEMCA expressed his views on sustenance and how the Commonwealth of Learning 
(COL) is trying to support the sustainability exercises for various stations. He mentioned that 
CEMCA is working with the Yashwanth Rao Chauhan Open University on a skill development 
course for auto rickshaw and taxi drivers, where CRSs will be funded to develop vocational 
courses. He also spoke about the ‘Science for Women’ project that has been started by the 
Department of Science and Technology (DST), with CEMCA in the loop. He also mentioned some 
of the projects that are going to be coming up with the Department of Health called ‘Healer’. 
He stated that CEMCA helps in catalyzing the sources for sustenance. Ms. Iskra Panevska, 

Advisor Communications and Information, UNESCO shared a few common trends in the 
area of CR in the international front. Some of the significant threats to the sustainability of CR 
shared by Ms. Iskra, were the increasing fractured nature of broadcasting, increasing suspicion 
of minorities and special interest groups in countries which face the threats such as terrorists 
groups and further development of technology. To face such threats the international donors 
should come forward to help CRSs to sustain. In addition to grants the donors should look 
at business models for sustaining CR in the long term. Governments should adopt state aid 
mechanisms to improve the CR sector. Mr. Paolo Mefalopulos, Chief, Communication for 

Development, UNICEF India expressed his views on UNICEF’s role to provide support. He 
stated that UNICEF provides support on a pilot basis to the CRs by showing them models and 
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processes that can work. UNICEF is working currently with 7 CRs across India. He stated the 
importance of CR to help people facing social exclusion within the community. Ms. Ravina 

Aggarwal, Programme Officer for Media, Ford Foundation shared a few ideas in terms 
of sustainability. She emphasized the importance of voice, participation and creativity. She 
stated that the Ford Foundation is committed to supporting nodal organizations to create new 
models that will ensure that access is maintained. Support will be provided to infrastructural 
and capacity building activities, finding ways in which people can listen to each other and 
not only in dominant areas but also finding common platforms to share knowledge with each 
other. Building linkages with other media, how to take advantages of different technologies 
present today to avoid social exclusion. Mr. Vikram Ranjan, Health Specialist, World Bank 
shared his thoughts on the opportunities for CRs to come and fill in the gaps that have been 
created by the different challenges to health. The World Bank helps support governments to 
achieve their developmental agendas. Mr. Ranjan talked about some of the challenges faced 
by state governments to create funds for NGOs in the health sector to reach out. He stated that 
the point is not about just creating a fund but also creating the capacity among the people to 
be able to seek the fund. There is a need to help people to navigate this process. Mr. Naimur 

Rehman, One World Asia made a brief presentation on the international insight and the 
learning that One World Asia has achieved from India. He touched upon sustainability for a 
development success. He stated that CRSs should not form just for the sake of having it but 
it should be an integral developmental part of the community. One World Asia works with 
partners to make funds available in a much localized way. 

The session concluded with a question and answer round where questions were raised to 
provide practical examples on how financial sustainability can be provided to CRSs. Dr. R. 
Sreedher answered the question raised on sustainability by taking the examples of CRSs like 
Radio Namaskar and Lalit Lokvani and the innovatives ways used by them to raise funds. Ms. 
Supriya sahu also emphasized on the fact that the answer to the question about sustainability 
has to come from within, ways need to be explored to tap the different funding available.
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1.3 DAY II

The second day of the Sammelan started off with an interaction on DAVP on Empanelment 

of CRS. The session was moderated by Mr. B. Bramha, Economic Advisor, MIB where in 
a presentation was made by Mr. Rajiv Jain, Director, DAVP. This session mainly involved 
a discussion between the panelists and the participants on the revisal of the DAVP rates 
for advertisement. Mr. Bramha is dealing with the logic behind the exercise being taken by 
the ministry in arriving at a just rate for CRs, and also the procedure being followed by the 
committee. Mr. Rajiv Jain agreed to modify the on line empanement system by dropping such 
items like Delhi office address. He emphasized the need for service tax registration for each 
CRS.

The DAVP session was followed by a session on Experience Sharing of some CRSs namely 
Kisan Vani, ISAP, MP; Radio Mattoli, Wayanad, Kerala; Radio Popcorn, RKDF Institute, 

Bhopal; Radio FTII, FTII, Pune and Chanderi Ki Awaz, Bunkar Vikas Sanstha, Chanderi 
which was moderated by Dr. R. Sreedher.  The CRSs spoke about their goals, the challenges 
faced by them, the broadcast content that is being developed by them and the different formats 
in which they are broadcasting their content.

Another session on Content Creation – Opportunities and Challenges moderated by Mr. 
Ashish Sen followed. During this discussion Ms. Venu Arora, Ideosync, Media Combine; 

Radio MUST, Mumbai University, Mumbai; Radio Sarang, St. Aloysius College, Mangalore 

and Radio Namaskar, Young India, Konark made brief presentations on the functioning of 
their radio stations and the challenges that they had to face till date in regards of content, 
funds, infrastructure, setup etc and also the opportunities that have knocked their doors in 
some form or the other. It was followed by the demonstration on the content sharing website 
that had been developed by One World Foundation and CEMCA called ‘Ek Duniya Anek 

Awaaz’.

This session was followed by a session on Furthering the Development Agenda of the 

Government through CRSs, which was moderated by Mr. Arvind Kumar, Joint Secretary, 

MIB. Mr. Kumar mentioned that the CR policy has been in focus since 2002. The session was 
to focus on the idea of various schemes, which are available in the various ministries for the 
benefit of the community of the CRSs and any funding schemes are available in the different 
departments, which can be made use of by the CR operators. If the CRSs want sponsored 
programs from the departments, where and how this support is available. Mr. Kesav Desiraju, 

Additional Secretary, Ministry of Health shared his views on the topic. He mentioned that 
spreading the message about healthy lifestyles depends on awareness campaigns. The Ministry 
of Health does some programs with Doordarshan and AIR regarding child and maternal health 
issues, tobacco issues etc. Mr. Desiraju mentioned that it would be a great opportunity for the 
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department to work with the medium that the CRSs offer in order to spread their message. 
However, it would be very difficult for the ministry to deal with the operators on an individual 
basis so they would be facilitated if there is an intermediary organization in place so that 
they can further transfer the message to the concerned operators. The second thing that Mr. 
Desiraju called attention to was that they would like to develop some form of feedback from 
the ground level for the development of their material. He also mentioned that the ministry 
would also like to develop material with the feedback that they got from the grassroots. Mr. 

Uday More, Director IC, Ministry of Rural Development mentioned some of the schemes 
of the Ministry of Rural Development like the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee 
Scheme, , The Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna, The Indira Awaz Yojna, Swarn Jayanti 
Gram Rojgar Yojna and National Social Assistance Program. The ministry has been divided 
into three separate departments namely, rural development department, drinking water 
and sanitation department and the department of land resources. These departments also 
have separate schemes under them. He suggested the demarcation of categories for CRSs 
i.e. campus, women, urban, rural, or entertainment oriented etc. The ministry would also 
like to know the density and the listenership that the CRSs cover. Ms. Uma Iyer, Ministry 

of Panchayati Raj stated that in India we have more than 6.5 lakh villages. She stated that 
the Ministry of Panchayati Raj supports the CR movement as in near future it gives them a 
medium to directly interact with their target audience which is very important for them. She 
emphasized the fact to include the PRIs of each village in the CR as a member. The ministry 
is more interested in CRSs situated in Jammu & Kashmir as well as the north east of India. 
The Ministry of Panchayati Raj  gave four suggestions; the ministry has content created in 23 
different languages and if the CRSs send their individual proposals to the ministry then that 
content could be provided to them after evaluation of the proposal; the ministry is interested 
in organizing regular orientation programs and review workshops for the CRSs; the ministry 
has various spots and jingles available in different languages which can be used by the CRSs 
and the State Institute of Rural Development could be considered for licenses. Mr.  B.P. Singh, 

Advisor, Department of Science & Technology (DST) spoke about the Science for Women 
project, which is funding about 30 functional community radio stations all over India. He 
provided the specifications and studies done before DST approves a proposal for the above 
stated project. Ms. Ujjwala Tirkey, Scientist (E), DST elaborated the scheme of funding 
by DST saying that they give 4000 rupees per episode per day and they offer 14.4 lakhs for 
365 episodes. Mr. C. S. Pandey, Council for Advancement of People’s Section and Rural 

Technology (CAPART) expressed the ways and means in which CAPART can use the CRSs for 
furthering their developmental agenda. CAPART’s projects are being implemented in the rural 
sector only through the voluntary organizations. The main schemes under CAPART are the 
Public Corporation Scheme, Rural Technology Scheme, Organization of Beneficiary Scheme 
and Disability Scheme. He stated the different ways through which the CRSs can apply for 
these schemes and how it is going to benefit CAPART. Ms. Laxmanan, Ministry of Agriculture 
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expressed the importance of CRSs. She stated that the ministry is already proving some of the 
stations support; hardware plus three years content creation. At first the ministry was only 
providing support to KVKs, however, after revising their guidelines they are also providing 
support to those private institutions, which are working in the agriculture sector. The funds 
being provided by the ministry is of 49 lakhs. The ministry has also decided that this year 
they will definitely give some advertisements to the CRSs. They have also approached AIR to 
share their content on agriculture with the CRSs. 

This session was followed by a question and answer round where in it was stated that there is 
a need to hold district level sessions for department heads so that the different departments 
in the districts know about the various schemes available. 

This session was followed by a session on Encouraging and Popularizing Local Cultural 

Talent, which was moderated by Mr. Basharat Ahmed, Head of Media, Indira Gandhi 

National Centre for Arts (IGNCA).  Ms. Arti Jaiman, Gurgaon Ki Awaz, Haryana; Ms. Anuja 

Shukla, Radio Bundelkhand, MP and Mr. Ram Niwaz, Tilonia Radio, Rajasthan discussed 
about the various forms of formats used by them to popularize local talent in their specific 
areas. Ms. Jaiman stated that Gurgaon Ki Awaz broadcasts only folk music on its radio station, 
which is presented by the local artists. She also stated the various forms of local music that 
they broadcast in the station. Ms. Shukla stated that Radio Bundelkhand also popularizes local 
talent and she explained the process in which they were able to start it. She also mentioned 
that they organized an event called Bundelkhand Idol in order to collect local music within 
their village. They present programs where in different stories about the local culture the 
community itself presents. Mr. Niwaz spoke about the various forms of art that are present 
all over Rajasthan and how Tilonia Radio is providing them a platform to showcase their 
talents. 

The sessions were trailed by a gathering during which some community women namely Ms. 

Jamila, Anna CR; Ms. Neeta Tupare, Radio FTII; Ms. Ramsree Gupta, CMS Radio; Ms. 

Priyanka, Radio Active; Ms. Geetha Lakshmi, Holy Cross CR; Ms. Nainabai Wanawe, 

Vasudhra Vahini CR; Ms. E. Devi, Kongu CR; Ms. Selvarani, Nila CRand Ms. Seems Sheikh, 

Chanderi Ki Awaz shared their experiences of working in their CRSs and how the CRSs have 
enabled them to empower themselves to lead a more respectable and enlightened life. They 
were showcased by CEMCA as success stories from the Science for Women Project of the 
Department of Science and Technology.

The day concluded with a cultural show that was presented by nomads through CHINH 
and the Barefoot College Group. The day ended with colorful, thoughtful and innovative 
performances through some lovely folk music and a puppet show.



9

1.4 DAY III

The day started with a session on CRS Policy Guidelines, moderated by Ms. Supriya Sahu.  All the 
representatives of the CRSs present at the workshop were divided into four groups. Dr. R. Sreedher 
moderated the group with the title ‘DAVP and Advertising Related Recommendations’. 

Mr. N. Ramakrishnan moderated ‘Technology Related Policy Implications’ titled group. 
Ms. Jayalakshmi Chittoor moderated the group discussing ‘Management and Ownership 

Structure’ and Mr. Sajan Venniyoor moderated the group talking about ‘Policy as Such’. 

Ms. Arti Jaiman, Gurgaon Ki Awaz presented the recommendations of the first group 
stating that there should be an increase in the advertising time per hour of broadcast from 
5 minutes to 10 minutes and the group worked out a slab of rates for program sponsorship. 
Mr. Abhishek Asthana, KMET Tarang from the group discussing about technology related 
policy implications discussed on the basic points of making technology more adoptable to 
the CR people, how can the cost of sustenance, maintenance, insulation and transmitters be 
decreased and finally the increase in signal strength of the transmitter. They came out with 
recommendations such as the ministry looking at the revision of technology policies in terms 
of urban and rural criteria, repeaters was suggested to be put within the framework of the 
policy, the ministry should consider the relaxation of certain excise and custom duties on the 
components which are being utilized in transmitter building and the need to increase the 
capacity building workshops specifically from technological point of view. Mr. Arul Aram, 

Anna CR from the third group presented about eight points of recommendations which were 
the need for clarity and transfer of ownership in terms of land, building and equipment, 
management community should comprise of about 10 to 20 members, CR should prepare the 
community before the handover, even while handing over in the rural sector things should 
be taken care off, community members should be willing to take over the management if 
they have been trained in the administration and technology, periodicity of the management 
committee meetings should be 3 months or 6 months, CRSs should be setup in the part of 
campus which is easily accessible to the community and lastly community involvement should 
not be restricted to a minimal advisory role.  Lastly, Mr. Virendra Singh Chauhan, Radio Sirsa 
from the policy group presented their recommendations such as at the time of the renewal 
of the GOPA the research should be designed in a different way than it was done earlier and 
it should include reach management structures, policy conditions should strictly be followed 
as in the stations signing GOPA and still not functioning their licenses should be withdrawn 
after a warning, consideration of giving multiple licenses to one organization if they have 
local presence in multiple areas, creation of simpler license procedures for organizations 
applying for smaller wattage transmitters, educational institutions should have the option to 
setup their CRSs outside the campus but within the reach of the students as well as the local 
community, stations should be allowed to take funds from all funding agencies, permission 
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to broadcast news content, sponsorship should be allowed by private sponsors and finally, 
average of advertising 5 minutes of per hour should be allowed.

The next session was about Maintenance, Up gradation and Adoption of New Technologies 
which was moderated by Mr. N. Ramakrishnan, Ideosync Media Combine.  Mr. Ramakrishnan 
pointed out the priority areas of the discussion focusing on how to make the technology a 
more low cost model which makes it possible to renew, and upgrade without much additional 
expense and what are concerns that we need to think about for technological sustenance 
now that the stations are running. Mr. Yogendra Pal, Chief Engineer, AIR presented his 
views on the topic by stating the challenge of facing the competitive environment, having 
limited commercial revenue and the funds being restrained. He spoke about the technical 
quality of the content being broadcasted by the CRSs, it should be distortion free, there should 
not be lot of level variations and the service should be continuous. The sustenance to give 
real quality service is a real challenge as stated by Mr. Pal. He also stated the importance of 
having some trained staff. He also suggested the idea of AIR officials providing trainings to 
the staff so the CRSs are able to provide uninterrupted quality service if MIB could come up 
with some kind of provision. He stated the essentiality of innovation within the programs 
through the feedback from the community. Mr. R. Narasimha Swamy, General Manager, 

BECIL pointed out the problem of coverage in his discussion. He highlighted the importance 
of understanding technology and not blindly following advice and the importance of evolving 
certain procedures so that we can test the strength of the transmission and try to compare 
it on an even platform.  Mr. Aaditeshwar Seth, IIT Delhi shared his thoughts on the topic 
by focusing technology solutions that are available. He briefly tried to draw attention to 
fact that there are number of alternatives in terms of radio automation softwares and other 
technological tools, which can be used, which are also easily accessible over the internet. He 
referred to the increasing penetration of mobile telephony, which offers us to expand and 
consolidate the reach of our stations. 

At the valedictory session, Ms. Suriya Sahu welcomed all the participants and experts at 
the Sammelan. Ms. Jayalakshmi Chittoor presented a brief picture of the CR Sammelan and 
the recommendations, which came to light during the Sammelan. Ms. Rukmini Vemraju, 

Programme Oficer, CEMCA presented the runners up with the CEMCA awards for good 
practices 2011 for each category. Mr. Arvind Kumar, Joint Secretary, MIB presented his 
valedictory address and thanked everyone for being present at the Sammelan and stated that 
the CR Sammelan has been a useful experience for all the CRSs as well as the ministry. He 
stated that after listening to all the recommendations that have come up during the Sammelan, 
the ministry would definitely try to improve the environment for the better functioning of all 
CRSs. Dr. R. Sreedher presented his vote of thanks to all the people present at the CR Sammelan 
including the participants, the experts, the ministry officials and the staff.
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1.2 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

CR Sammelan

List of Participants Attended 

S.No. Name of Participant Name of CRS Name of State
1 Zahed Farooqui Deccan Radio, Hyderabad Andhra Pradesh
2 Abhishek Asthana KMET Tharang, Hyderabad Andhra Pradesh
3 V.N Lakshmi Vishnu CR, Bhimavaram Andhra Pradesh
4 Ankuran Dutta Jvyan Taranga, Guwahati Assam
5 Kandarpa Das Radio Luit, Guwahati Assam
6 Madhusudan Pandit Radio Snehi, Siwan Bihar
7 Kripa Shanker Srivastava Radio Rimjhim, Gopalganj Bihar
8 Sanjay Kumar Shukla Uttam Radio, Patna Bihar
9 Vijaya Lakshmi Sinha DU CR, New Delhi Delhi
10 Shakeel Akhter Radio Jamia, New Delhi Delhi
11 N Bhatnagar JIMS Radio, New Delhi Delhi
12 Tanushree Sachdev JIMS Raaga, New Delhi Delhi
13 Shaswati Goswami Radio IIMC, New Delhi Delhi
14 Surinder Kumar Radio Mewat, Mewat Delhi
15 Tarang Giridher Micavaani, Ahmedabad Gujarat
16 Shanta Koshti Rudi No Radio, Ahmedabad Gujarat
17 Joginder S Malik CCSHAU CR, Hisar Haryana
18 Mukesh Gambhir Radio Manav Rachna, faridabad Haryana
19 Arti Jaiman Gurgaon Ki Awaz, Gurgaon Haryana
20 Virendra Singh Chauhan Radio Sirsa, Sirsa Haryana
21 Kalsang Tsewang Tashi Delak Radio, Dharamshala Himachal Pradesh
22 B. S. Panwar MSPICM CR, Solan Himachal Pradesh
23 K. Mohan Ramana Voices,  bengaluru Karnataka
24 Devendrappa .S Krishi CR, Dharwad Karnataka
25 Pinky Chandran Radio Active, Bengaluru Karnataka
26 K. Shyam Bhat Radio Manipal, Manipal Karnataka
27 Pallavi Patil Antar Vani, Gulbarga Karnataka
28 Suchetna Swaroop Radio Siddhartha, Tumkur Karnataka
29 Fr. Richard Rego Sarang CR, Mangalore Karnataka
30 Vazdev Gunalan A Namma Dhwani CR, Kolar Karnataka
31 M.S. Mannan Radio Universal, Bengaluru Karnataka
32 Fr. Thomas Joseph Therakam Radio Mattoli, Wayanad Kerala
33 Abhraham Mulmootil Radio MACFAST, Thiruvalla Kerala
34 James Joseph Radio Banziger, Kollam Kerala
35 Jitender Sharma Kisan Vani, Sironj Madhya Pradesh
36 Mritunjay Singhai Radio Popcorn, Bhopal Madhya Pradesh
37 Anuja Shukla Radio Bundelkhand, Orcha Madhya Pradesh
38 Swadesh Samaiya Chanderi Ki Awaz, Chanderi Madhya Pradesh
39 Santosh Paraji Mate KVK Pravara CR, Ahmednagar Maharashtra
40 Sanjay J Chandekar Radio FTII, Pune Maharashtra
41 Shivaji Maruti Yadav Mandeshi Tarang Vahini, Satara Maharashtra



26

S.No. Name of Participant Name of CRS Name of State
42 Sridatta Gaikwad Vidyavani CR, Pune Maharashtra
43 Nitin Makasare Jago Mumbai, Mumbai Maharashtra
44 Pankaj Athawale MUST Radio, Mumbai Maharashtra
45 Yuvraj Jadhav Vasundhara Vahini, Baramati Maharashtra
46 N.A.Shah Ansari Radio Namaskar, Konark Odisha
47 G. Ravi Honey CR, Puducherry Puducherry
48 S. Saleema Rabiyath Puduvai Vani, Puducherry Puducherry
49 A. Gnanavel Nila CR, Madagadipet Puducherry
50 Ashok Singh Sunhal Alwar Ki Awaaz, Alwar Rajasthan
51 Rajeev Sharma Radio 7, Jaipur Rajasthan
52 Lokesh Sharma Apno Radio, Tonk Rajasthan
53 Ram Niwas Tilonia Radio, Tilonia Rajasthan
54 Yashwant Patil Radio Madhuban, Mount Abu Rajasthan
55 Vivek Sharma Radio Eminent, Tonk Rajasthan
56 P. Sasidhar Kalpakkam CR, Kalpakkam Tamil Nadu
57 E. James Rajasekaran PARD Vanoli, Madurai Tamil Nadu
58 Shirley Deepak Holy Cross CR, Tiruchirapalli Tamil Nadu
59 Naghuveer Prakash Kalanjiam Samuga Vanoli, Nagapatnam Tamil Nadu
60 K. Thangaraj Kongu CR, Perundurai Tamil Nadu
61 I Sehar Sivanthi CR, Tuticorin Tamil Nadu
62 B. Chandra Sekaran PSG CR, Coimbatore Tamil Nadu
63 V. Radhakrishnan KSR CR, Tiruchengode Tamil Nadu
64 M. Ganapathy PGP CR, Nammakkal Tamil Nadu
65 I Arul Aram Anna CM, Chennai Tamil Nadu
66 N. Aruna MOP CR, Chennai Tamil Nadu
67 G. Gandhimathi Periyar Kural CR, Thanjaavur Tamil Nadu
68 M. Divyasri Muthucharam CR, Kancheepuram Tamil Nadu
69 D. Surendra Babu Ilanthalir CR, Sriperumbedur Tamil Nadu
70 S.P.Ramanathan TNAU CR, Coimbatore Tamil Nadu
71 R. K.Singh CMS Radio, Lucknow Uttar Pradesh
72 Deepak Singh Aap ki Awaz, Agra Uttar Pradesh
73 Girija Shanker Sharma Agra ki Awaz, Agra Uttar Pradesh
74 Rahat Khan Radio Adan, Allahabad Uttar Pradesh
75 M.S.H.Beg Voice of Azamgarh, Azamgarh Uttar Pradesh
76 Mridul Shrivastava Lalit Lokvani, Lalitpur Uttar Pradesh
77 Barsha Chabrai Salaam Namaste, Noida Uttar Pradesh
78 S. Vijay Gopal Radio IIMT, Meerut Uttar Pradesh
79 Brahma Prakash Yadav Radio Noida, Noida Uttar Pradesh
80 Kamal Sekhri HINT CR, Ghaziabad Uttar Pradesh
81 Sunil Bakshi Radio Kushi, Mussoorie Uttarakhand
82 Mohan Singh Karki Kumao Vani CR, Supi Uttarakhand
83 Birendra Kumar GBPU CR, Pantnagar Uttarakhand
84 S.K. Abdul Rajjak Radio SRFTI, Kolkata West Bengal
85 Abhishek Das Radio JU, Kolkata West Bengal
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1.3 AGENDA

 
 
 
 

Government of India 

Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, 
Government of India 

In association with 
Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEMCA) 

 
FIRST NATIONAL CR SAMMELAN 

7th, 8th  & 9th APRIL’2011, VIGYAN BHAWAN, NEW DELH 
 

  AGENDA 
 

DAY 1 
9:00  – 10:00 Registration 
10:00  – 11:00 Introduction of participants - MIB 

Each participant will be given time to introduce their organisation, 
CRS and activities. 

11:00 – 11:30 Status of Community Radio in India –Presentation by the 
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting, followed by Question 
and Answer session 

11:30  – 12:00 TEA BREAK 
12:00  – 1:30 Experience sharing by Community Radio Stations 

Session Moderator  Indira Mansingh 
1. Rudi No Radio- Mahila Sewa Trust, Ahmedabad, Gujarat 
2. Radio Mewat - SMART, Mewat, Haryana 
3. Radio Tashi Delek TCV School  Dharmashala, 

Himachal Pradesh 
4. Radio Gyan Taranga - Krishna Kanth Handique Open 

Univeristy, Guwahati, Assam 
5. Kalanjiam Samuga Vaanoli, DHAN, Nagapatinam, TN 
6. Lalit Lok Vani, Saijyoti Lalitpur,UP 
7. Anna CR, Chennai 

1:30  – 2:30 LUNCH BREAK 
2:30  – 4:00 Inauguration of the Sammelan, Inauguration of the Poster 

Exhibition and release of CR Directory,CR Map of India, 
Presentation of CEMCA Awards -Hon’ble Minister for I&B 

 
4:00  – 4:30 TEA BREAK 
4:30  – 6:00 Funding and Sustainability - Role of  International Agencies 

Moderator - Ashish  Sen, President Asia Pacific AMARC 
1. Dr R. Sreedher, Director CEMCA, 
2. Ms. Iskra Panevska, Advisor Communications and 

Information, UNESCO 
3. Paolo Mefalopulos, Chief Communication for 

Development,UNICEF India, 
4. Ravina Aggarwal Programme Officer for Media, Ford Foundation, 
5. Vikram Rajan, World Bank, 
6.  Naimur Rehman, Oneworld Asia 

1.2 LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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DAY 2 
9:30 – 11:00 Experience sharing by Community Radio Stations 

Moderator – Dr. R. Sreedher 
1) Kisan Vani, ISAP, Sironj, Madhya Pradesh 
2) Radio Mattoli, Wayand Social Service Society, Wayanad, Keral 
3) Green CRS, Sasneha Kala Kendra, Sangli, Maharashtra 
4) Radio Vikalp, Alternative for India Development, Garhwa Jharkhand 
5) Radio Popcorn, RKDF Intt. of Science and Technology, Bhopal 
6) Radio FTII, Pune, Maharashtra 
7) Chanderi Ki Awaz, Bunkar Vikas Sanstha, Madhya Pradesh 

11:00 – 11:30 TEA BREAK 
 

11:30 – 12.30 Interaction with DAVP on Empanelment of CRS Presentation by 
Mr Rajiv Jain, Director DAVP Moderator – Mr B. Bramha, 
Economic Advisor, MIB 

12:30 – 1:30 Content Creation- Opportunities and Challenges 
Moderator- Ashish Sen 
1. Venu Arora, Ideosync Media Combine 
2. Pankaj Athavale, Radio MUST, Mumbai, Maharashtra 
3. Fr. Richard Rego, Radio Sarang, St. Aloysius, College, Mangalore, Karnataka 
4. N. A. Shah Ansari, Radio Namaskar, Young India, Konark, Odisha 

1:30 – 2:30 LUNCH BREAK 
2:30 – 4:00 Furthering the Development Agenda of the Government through 

Community Radio Stations 
Moderator – Shri Arvind Kumar, Joint Secretary, MIB 
Ministry of Rural Development, Health, Women and child Development, 
Agriculture, Panchayati Raj Department of Science and Technology, 
Department of Information Technology, CAPART 

4:00 – 4:30 TEA BREAK 
4:30 – 6:00 Encouraging and popularizing local cultural talent. 

Moderator – Basharat Ahmed, Head of media, IGNCA 
1. Soumya, Gurgaon Ki Awaz CR, Haryana 
2. Kutch Mahila Vikas Sangathan (Ujjas Radio) 
3. Ramnivas, Barefoot Tilonia Radio, Rajasthan 
4. Anujaa  Shukla, Radio Bundelkhand, Madhya Pradesh 
 

6:00 – 8:00 Cultural Progarammes followed by Dinner 
 

DAY 3 
9:00 – 11:00 CRS Policy guidelines- Group Work and presentations Session 

Moderator – Supriya Sahu, Director, MIB Group Moderators 
1.  Sajan Venniyoor 2.  Dr. R. Sreedher 
3.  N. Ramakrishnan 4.  Jayalakshmi Chittoor 

 
11:00 – 11:30 TEA BREAK 
11:30 – 12:00 Group work feedback and presentations 

 
12:00 – 1:30 Maintenance, Up gradation and adoption of new technologies 

Moderator – N. Ramakrishnan 
                                                   1. Mr. Narasimhasway BECIL  

2. Aditeswar Seth IIT Delhi 3. Yogendra Pal, Chief Engineer AIR 
1:30 – 2:30 LUNCH BREAK 

2:30 – 3:30 Valedictory Ceremony - Valedictory Address by Shri Arvind Kumar, Jt Secretary 
 
 
3:30 HIGH TEA 
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